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Ford takeover on Welsh Rally 
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ectatular flop: the Martini Porsche 935 Silhouette car failed early at 
ilverstone last Sunday — but the subsequent driving of Jacky Ickx and 
Jochen Mass provided one of the spectacles of a great race. 
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Commitment 


Last Sunday’s Silverstone 6 Hours turned out to be one of the most 
exciting international motor races seen in this country for some time, but 
this was because of an unusual combination of circumstances, not because 
of the sheer competitiveness of the contestants. The Group 5 entry was 
not representative of this year’s World Championship of Makes fields but, 
even if it had been, the starting grid would have been a pale shadow of 
those wonderful grids of five or six seasons ago. Since those days, the CSI 
have never managed to achieve the right formula for really healthy World 
Championship sports car racing — but, as any spectator who was at 
Silverstone will tell you, they seem to be on the right ines again at last. 

True, only two manufacturers (from prosperous ermany) are 
committed to the Group 5 series, but it must be remembered that Group 5 
racing is in its infancy. In fact, the extent of this commitment of BMW 
and Porsche indicates an unusually deep-founded confidence in a new 
category. Both firms are looking for the opposition which will lend full 
meaning to the World Championship of Makes, and there is reason to 
believe that, in addition to Lancia, at least two major manufacturers are 
seriously contemplating making the very considerable financial outlay 
required to be represented in what promises to be — given recognition by 
the press — a very prestigious series. 

e BRDC, of course, had to apply for last weekend’s date last yeat, so 
they must be congratulated on their commitment, too. The Group 5 cars 
are clearly more spectacular, more interesting and more meaninitgl than 
their Group 6 sports car counterparts. If the scarcity of manufacturers 
able and willing to do international sports car racing means that a choice 
has to be made, we know which category we would choose. It’s time for 
some commitment from the CSI, too. 


Flexibility 


The Welsh International Rally in recent years has been accused of organi- 
zational deficiencies unworthy of a British event of international status. 
One of the reasons for this has been the somewhat insular attitude of the 
organizing South Wales Automobile Club. To be determined to organize 
any motor sport event in one’s own way may, in many cases, be laudable, 
but to be so with a disregard for new ideas offered from other quarters, 
and with an unwillingness to learn from past mistakes, is to bury one’s 
head in the sand. \ 

But this year, although there were still aspects of organization which 
require attention, in general most competitors felt that the Welsh was 
more successful than of late. Two factors, which no doubt contributed 
greatly to the favourable sentiments expressed, were the weather, which 
was magnificent, and the newly adopted computerized results system, the 
““Systemshare” computer team doing a magnificent job for the SWAC and 
neatly erasing memories of last year’s efforts. 

As in the past however, competitors had to contend with far too much 
road mileage to take in comparatively few stage miles. Now there is talk of 
plans for a reversion to the old 36-hour “thrash” for next year, a format 
which anpinelly earned the Welsh its catchphrase ‘“‘the Clubman’s Inter 
national”’. 

While few rallying people would favour a return to the format of the old 
“Welsh”, sab om as along these lines is clearly needed. The reason for the 
paucity of entries for British rallies this year is, of course, the cost to the 
competitor, and, in the case of the 1976 Welsh, there was an £80 entry fee, 

lus the usual running costs and hotel bills for four or five nights away 

rom home. These factors do not make for capacity entry lists at a time 
when the expense of rallying is of paramount importance to all except 
those with heavy financial backing. 

Certainly, this year’s event would have been a prohibitively expensive 
exercise for the unsponsored, and the rally obviously gains vey ittle in 
terms of entries by persisting with ECR stipulations. An en ightened 
change of format, coupled with some newly discovered organizational 
ability, could result in the Welsh recapturing that old catchphrase. Not 
only that: the event still has the potential to turn itself into a real 
“adventure” international for the clubman, and it is up to the organizers 
to show that they have the flexibility to attract an oversubscribed entry 
list once again. 


next week 


Our detailed report of this weekend's Belgian Grand Prix at Zolder—Indy 
500 qualification runs—The World Championship of Makes from the inside* 


cover picture 


Finland's Ari Vatanen presses on with his APG Escort RS1800 en route to 
victory in last weekend's Western Mail Welsh International Rally, on which 
he led home four more Fords. Report: page 24. Photo: Hugh Bishop. 
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A pair of 
six wheelers 
for Belgium 


Ken Tyrrell confirmed earlier this 
week that his Elf Tyrrell Grand Prix 
team would be taking two of their 
new six-wheel Project 34/2 Formula 
l cars to the Belgian Grand Prix this 
weekend. Tyrrell also told us that 
the team would be taking a pair of 
007-series chassis as back-up spares 
for drivers Patrick Depailler and 
Jody Scheckter. Tyrrell explained 
that the team had already carried 
out a day’s testing with the six- 
wheeler at Zolder some weeks ago 
and were happy with the ways tests 
had gone. It will be Scheckter’s first 
race in the car, Depailler having 
driven one at Jarama. 


Keegan's 
F2 offer 


Having notched up his sixth 


_ Formula 3 win of the year, Rupert 


Keegan has decided that his points 
lead in the BP Super Visco F3 
championship is so great that he can 
afford to miss a qualifying round on 
June 6 and therefore accept an invi- 
tation to race an F2 March in Japan. 

The offer came via Ted Moore of 
Rapid Movements who, having just 
returned from Japan where he 
chaperoned Danny Sullivan and 
Alex Ribeiro in the recent JAF 
Grand Prix, was asked by the 
Japanese organizers to approach 
Keegan. ‘‘Naturally I’m thrilled to 


Rupert Keegan—F2 offer. 


be asked,”’ said Keegan earlier this 
week. ‘Of course I had to consider 
my BP championship chances first, 
but I decided before the Thruxton 
race that if I won and Stephen South 


and Bruno Giacomelli (his closest. 


rivals) failed to finish (which they 


did), then I’d go. Despite what I’ve’ 


heard about the last race, I’m 
looking forward to the experience.” 
It is not known at this stage 
whether Keegan will use the BMW- 
oo car raced by Ribeiro or the 
ss potent Mitsubishi March driven 
by Sullivan. 


@ Mike Keyser, Jerry Jolly and Bob 
Hagestad will drive a Chevrolet 
Monza at Le Mans this year. The car 
will be by KLZ, a 
Colorado Station. 


weekend. - 


Although they announced their intentions to move into Grand 
several weeks ago, Penthouse magazine, in conjunction with Rizla cigarette 
papers, held a press reception earlier this week to show off their Hesketh 
Formula 1 car which Guy Edwards will drive at the Belgian Grand Prix this 


Hobbs back at Indy 500 
— NASCAR deal fades 


David Hobbs was at Silverstone last 
weekend “having a look as I don't 
live too far away.’ Why wasn’t he 
over at Pocono racing F5000? ‘‘No 
car’. Apparently his sponsor for the 
last few seasons, Carl Hogan, has 
decided not to continue unless a com- 
mercial backer can be found, and so 
far nothing has materialized. Then 
what about his NASCAR commit- 
ments? Again, it was a question of 
“no car.” 

The de Witt team, who currently 
run the Chevrolet Chevelle for Benny 
Parsons, were going to prepare a 
second car for Hobbs to drive, David 
having found additional support 
from Coca-Cola in the States. David 
explained that, because of Coke, he 
was going to run all the major tele- 


vized races starting with Riverside. 


But it hasn’t quite worked out that 
way. The de Witt team ran him at 
the Daytona 500 but then decided it 
was stretching their resources be- 
yond their limitations to run two 
cars; keeping Parsons going nearly 
every weekend was all they could 
manage. Consequently the deal has 
fallen through. This effectively 
means that David is shopping 
around, with Coca-Cola money, and 
looking for a suitable NASCAR ride. 
However, the problem is that all the 
major teams are concentrating on 
running just one car and, like de 
Witt, they aren’t prepared to extend 


their resources. 

“One car which would have been 
ideal’, said Hobbs, ‘“‘was the Hoss 
Ellington Chevelle which AJ Foyt 
raced at Daytona in the Gilmore 
colours. But that has now taken over 
by Donnie Allison, who’s got back- 
ing from the American Army.” 

So what’s left? “I’ll be doing Indy, 
anyway. I’m going to be driving with 
Salt Walther’s team, he’s the guy 
who had his legs sticking out of the 
end of his car a couple of years ago 
when they had that big crash. | 
drove for them two years ago any- 


David Hobbs—Indy 500 


way, and I drove for Penske last 
year.” 


Hobbs will be running in a. 


McLaren M16 and leaves this week 


‘for qualifying which takes place on 


Saturday and Sunday. 


Spa race off 


The Spa 1000 Kms long-distance 
sports car race, renowned as one of 


the classics, has been cancelled this 


year. The reason is not because of 
the controversial Spa-Francoc- 
champs circuit, but because of a lack 
of entries. 

The organizers had received only 
14 entries for the race last week, and 
therefore had to take the decision to 


cancel the event, which clashed with. 


the non-championship Le Mans. The 
Spa race promoters have replaced 
the sports car race with a 600 kms 
touring car event. 

Another sports car race to be can- 
celled is the Paul Ricard 1000 Kms 
(G6) event, and also the Misano ETC 
(G2) round, the latter because of 
local ions. 


ix racing 
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Penthouse roll their own F1_| Yarborough’s 


Cale Yarborough maintained his 
overall lead of the Grand National 
NASCAR points standings when he 
won the Music City 420 race at 
Nashville last weekend. Driving his 
familiar Holly Farms Chevrolet 
Chevelle, Yarborough dominated the 
race, although Richard Petty’s STP 
Dodge was only 2s adritt at the 
finish. 

Benny Parsons qualified his 
Chevelle on the pole, supported by 
Yarborough, and it was the latter who 
led away. His only traumatic experi- 
ence during the race was when 
Lennie Pond (who finished sixth) 
spun in front of him on lap 346 of the 
420 lap (250-mile) race. 

Parsons eventually finished third, 
one lap down, and a lap ahead of 
Buddy Baker (Norris Ford Torino) 
and Bobby Allison (CAM2 Mercury). 
Last year’s winner, Darrell Waltrip, 
retired his Gatorade Chevelle 
towards the end with a leaking diff 
after running with the leaders. 


Grand Prix 
extravaganza 


The world’s leading Grand Prix stars 
and some of the greatest names in 
international show business — in- 


‘cluding the dynamic signing star 


Shirley Bassey — will share the spot- 
lights at the Albert Hall on Tuesday, 
July 13, in one of the most ambitious 
off-circuit motor racing promotions 
ever staged in Europe. 

It’s the first ‘“Grand Prix Night of 
the Stars” — a glittering show biz 
spectacular designed to focus nation- 
wide attention on the John Player 
Grand Prix which will take place at 
Brands Hatch just five days later. 
For the first time, the public at large 


- will have the opportunity to see the 


heroes of the Grand Prix world 
taking their place beside internation- 
ally famed artists from the world of 
television and theatre. 

In order to ensure that motor 
racing enthusiasts have the first 
opportunity to purchase seats for 
this very special evening, tickets will 
not go on general sale until June 7. 
Full details on seat prices can be 


obtained from Brands Hatch Circuit. 


lran to 
stage GP? 


It looks increasingly likely that the 
Middle East will be staging a Grand 
Prix race for Formula 1 cars in the 
not too distant future. 

News has filtered through that 
Iran has approached the CSI in Paris 
to ask for a provisional Grand Prix 
date for next year. Apparently a 
circuit already exists in Iran which 
they already use for local races. 
Whether it is up to F1-standard is 
anyone’s guess but the simple fact is 
that the lucrative Middle East are 
taking an interest in Grand Prix 
racing. 

Perhaps Saudi Arabia will bemext? 
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21 Grand Prix cars 


The Player’s Grand Prix of Great 
Britain run-up starts at Brands 
Hatch next Tuesday and you are 
invited to attend.... “ 
Next Tuesday, May 18, the Brands 
Hatch authorities have pene up 
the GP circuit so that Formula 1 
teams, having returned from the 
Belgian Grand Prix at Zolder, can 
take advantage and test there the 
whole day. This will give-them, in 
effect, an extra day of testing on the 
track before practice starts officially 
two months later on July 16. 
The circuit has been booked by 


Goodyear, so the test session is’ 


under the auspices of the Wolver- 
hampton-based tyre company. But jt 
will give race enthusiasts a. rare 
opportunity to see their heroes in 


action for a longer duration than is. 


normally the case. 

The public are to be admitted to 
the circuit in an unusually free-and- 
easy atmosphere compared with the 
usual strictly-controlled Formula 1 


opens 


Chris Amon — in demand.. 


John Day 
pull out 


John Day Models, who supported 
the sterling efforts of the Ensign 
Grand Prix team for several of this 
season’s Formula 1 races, are no 
longer associated with the team. 
Ensign boss Mo Nunn told us that 
Long Beach was their last race to- 
gether and, as observers would have 
noticed, the John Day Models name 
was absent from the new car which 
Chris Amon drove so well in Spain 


tendaysago. _ 
Amon, following his fourth place in 
Jarama, has been in renewed 


demand of late. Apparently Jabby 
Crombac, on behalf of the Alpine- 
Renault sports prototype team, has 


been making inquiries as to 
Chrissey’s race commitments. There | 


is also talk of a possible Group 5 
Silhouette BMW drive, and a runon 
the Texaco Tour of Britain. Nice to 
see Chris back in the limelight. 

® South African Formula Atlantic 
driver Tony Martin was an unfortu- 
mate non-starter at last weekend’s 
championship qualifier at Brandkop. 
Martin fell off a scrambles bike and 
broke a leg earlier in the week. His 
Chevron is now for sale as he will be 
out of action for three months. 


operations. The test sessions will be 
from 9.00am to noon and from 
1.00pm to 5.00pm and, during this 
period, the public will be admitted to 
all areas, other than the pits. Brands 
Hatch are providing — race 
commentators, who. will be able to 
keep the public informed of the day’s 
happenings and will be working in a, 
much 
We are informed that interviews 
with the drivers and team personnel 
will take place as often as possible 
and that all the times, although 
unofficial, will be relayed over the 
public address system. 

Among the teams taking part will 
be Ferrari, Tyrrell ’(six-wheelers), 
McLaren, Brabham, Williams and 
Surtees (all two cars), with single 
“entries” from Shadow, March, 
Fitipaldi, Lotus, Penske, Ensign, 
Hesketh, Ligier and 


Laffite’s 
F2 Chevron 


Jean-Pierre Jarier and Jacques 
Laffite are two Frenchmen who will 
be doing Formula 2 this year for 
Fred Opert. Jarier, whose intentions 
with the American Chevron importer 
have been known for some time, will 
be driving the Hart-powered B35 
usually driven by Venezuelan’ Juan 
Cochesa. Jarier’s first race will be at 
Pau, followed by Rouen, Nogaro, one 
Hockenheim and possibly two more 
additional events. ; 

Laffite, who, many thought, would 
drive a third Elf-backed Martini- 
Renault, is down to drive the Opert- 
entered, Harald Ertl-owned 
Chevron-BMW B85 which Rolf 
Stommelen drove at the ‘Ring 
recently. Laffite will race it in all the 
French F2 races, while Ertl will do 
the rest. ; ; 

As to Opert’s Trois Rivieres line- 


up later in the year, he hopes to run 


Jarier, Laffite, Maxime Bochet 
(Opert run him at Pau last year) and 
former FF driver Gordon Smiley in 
his four-car Chevron line-up. Smiley 
will partner Venezuelan Bobby 
Dennett in- the Canadian Atlantic 
series, while Fred’s US line-up com- 
prises Jim Crawley and Tom Bagley. 


Water-cooled 
engines for — 
FSV in 1978 


| At a meeting between the European 


Super Vee competitors and the 
hierarchy of Volkswagen in Sweden, 
it was decided that ‘Super Vee would 
move over to water-cooled engines 
for 1978. Fuel-injection will be 
allowed and, if the rules aren’t too 
stringent, the feeling is the cars will 
be pushiig out close on 200bhp! 
Super Vee was guaranteed a healthy 
future by Super Vee (Europe) boss K. 
P. Rosorms. 


more “relaxed’’. atmosphere. - 


Boro... 
Admission will be £1 for adults and. 


Robarts’ F2 accident 
to test at Brands Hatch 


Lucky. to be alive. The remains.of Richard Robarts’ F2 Myson March 752 


which the Englishman crashed heavily at Vallelunga last weekend. Robarts 
sustained several broken ribs and a broken nose. 


Klomfass well on top 


Having missed the last round 
because no-one would lend him a 
spare engine, Roy Klomfass had the 
last laugh when he convincingly won 


the most recent race in the Philips- ' 


sponsored South African Formula 
Atlantic series at the Brandkop 
circuit last Saturday. 


Pole was occupied by the current 


series leader, Ian Scheckter in his 
regular March 76B, with Klomfass 
and his extensively modified (still 
further) Ralt RT1 squatting along- 
side. Klomfass‘ made a bad start 
which allowed Scheckter to build up 
a 10s lead. However, the Ralt soon 
got moving and the. gap gradually 
started to come--down. Roy’s 
progress was made all the easier 


-when Scheckter: pitted with car- 


buretter trouble and Klomfass swept 


Andretti’s 
178mph lap 


Mario Andretti, driving the Penske- 


prepared McLaren-Offy M16C which | 


he will run at Indianapolis this year, 
was the fastest driver on the track 
during last weekend’s practice (not 
quae ye runs at the Inidana track. 
ndretti, who will miss this week- 
end’s qualifying for grid placings 
because of his John Player-Team 
Lotus Grand Prix commitment in 
Belgium, ranalapat178mph. 


Turbos 1-2-3 


-The first round of the American 


TransAm series ‘supported the 
F5000 race at Pocono last weekend. 
The event featured a three cornered. 
struggle between the two turbo- 
charged Vasek Polak entered 
Porsche Carrera 934s driven by 
George Follmer (who was on _ pole) 
and Hurley Haywood and Al 


- Holbert’s similar car. Follmer made 


a bad start from which he never, 
properly _ recovered, allowing 
Haywood narrowly to beat Holbert 
and his team-mate. ; 


@ The Penske team, along with 
driver John Watson, spent a day 
testing. at Zolder last -week in 
preneretie for this weekend’s 

elgian Grand Prix. The team used 
the existing PC3 car as the PC4 is 
currently in comune form on the 
workshop floor, being readied for a 
test rum at Brands Hatch next 
Tuesday. 


. through to his second win of the 


series. 


There was a good early-dice for 
third place between the Chevron 
B34s of Basil von Rooyen and Guy 
Tunmer together with Dave 
Charlton’s. Modus and Nols Niemen 
in the Wheatcroft. Van Rooyen even- 
tually got:the better of Tunmer who 
gradually fell back with an inter- 
mittently cutting engine while 
Charlton eased clear to finish a com- 
fortable second. Niemen came fourth 
ahead of John Gibb (Chevron B29) 
and Len Booysen, the latter making 
a vain attempt to pass the ex: 


. Nilsson car before the flag. 


With five races left, Scheckter’s 
lead has been cut by Klomfass to 11 
points with Charlton now third. 


-_ Bee TS 
Ted Wentz — beer money. 


Swan Lager 
back Wentz 


Ted Wentz, who looked likely to be 
without a regular drive this season 
because of lack of sponsorship, has 
found a backer, and is entering the 
British Formula Atlantic series. 

The smooth talking Philadelphian 
is running a works development Lola 
T460 in Atlantic races with backing 
from Swan Lager, one of the leadmg 
Australian lager beers. This marks 
Swan’s entry into motor sport. 

Wentz’s first race with the Swan 
Lola was at Brands Hatch last 
weekend, where he finished second to 
Tony Trimmer’s similar car. 


Bob Evans looks to F2_ 


“Hello. Phew, I’ve just rushed in 
from the garden,” said Bob Evans 
when we spoke to him earlier this 
week. Garden? “Yes, that’s about all 
I've got going these days,”’ said the 
former European F5000 champion 
who, since Mario Andretti’s arrival 
at Team Lotus, has been without a 
drive. 

There is a chance, admittedly just 
a chance, that Peter Warr might ask 
him to stand in for Andretti at the 
Monaco Grand Prix, as_ the 
American will be racing at Indian- 
polis that weekend. We’ve also heard 
Evans’s name in connection with the 


RAM/Thursdays Brabham Formula . 


1 team, although what happens here 
depends on whether John 
MacDonald’s team continue to rent a 
car out at each Grand Prix to a 
wealthy local driver. Patrick Neve, 
the promising Belgian driver, is 
having his first Grand Prix race in 
one of the team’s BT44Bs in 
Belgium this weekend, although as 
to the long term, his future with the 


set-up is cloudy at present. Loris* 


Kessel’s position remains fairly 
secure because of the finance he 
brought from Switzerland in the first 
place. 


Villeneuve’s 


This weekend the Canadian Player’s 
Atlantic series takes off at Edmon- 
ton, and one of the favourites must 
be Gilles Villeneuve in the Ecurie 
Canada March 76B. The young 
Canadian .has warmed up for this 
series by taking in the three Ameri- 
can IMSA Atlantic races _before- 
hand, the third of which he won 
(making it three in all) at the Ontario 
Motor Speedway last weekend. 
Villeneuve got the pole, led from 
start to finish and took the fastest 
lap. Second for the second week 
ne: this time 15.2s down, was 
Elliot’ Forbes-Robinson in the Tui, 
while Bill Brack, who had started 
14th, brought his rebuilt Chevron 
home third. Fourth was Johnny 
Gerber (Bill Scott Chevron) ahead of 


The Belgian VDS team made t 


third win 


Team VDS at Poc 


eir first American F5000 sor e at Pocono last 
weekend where they ran a brand new Lola T430 (above) for Teddy Pilette and 


Bob Evans—lives in hope 

The only thing Evans was pre- 
pared to comment about was an F2 
deal which he is trying to put to- 
gether. “I'd really like to get out and 
do some of those races, they look 
really good,” said an enthusiastic 
Bob. Evans wasn’t prepared to 
reveal with whom he was talking. 


Price Cobb (March 76B) and Wink 
Bankcroft (Chevron B34). Front row 
man and likely winner Bobby Rahal 
blew the engine in his March 76B 
during his fifth lap. 

In the supporting IMSA Camel 
GT round, Jim Busby was the 
surprise winner in his ex-Brumos 
Porsche Carrera, beating that car’s 
last-year driver, Peter Gregg (BMW 
CSL) by 8s. However, it was a 
controversial win for Busby, who 
was behind the BeeEm with eight 
laps to go when he hit the three- 
times IMSA champion and spun him 
round. On pole had been Mike 
Keyser in his Chevrolet Monza (Al 
Holbert being at Pocono), and he led 
initially from Mike Brockman’s 
similar car, but both retired. 


ono F5000 


the new Chevron B37 (below) for Peter Gethin. Neither finished. 


errr 


Mantorp Park in Sweden on Sunday. 


Gian franco Brancatelli ook his Speedprint March-Toyo ta 768 to a fine win at 


Brancatelli beats Patrese 


Gianfranco Brancatelli turned the 
tables on his Italian arch-rival 
Riccardo Patrese when he won the 
third. round of the European 
Formula 3 Championship — at 
Mantorp Park circuit in Sweden last 
Sunday. Driving his works-backed 
March 763, Brancatelli succeeded in 
holding off a challenge from Conny 
Andersson in the early stages and 
then pressured Patrese into spinning 
his Chevron. However, the former 
World Karting champion recovered 
to finish second and still leads the 
series. 

Andersson, having now acquired a 
brand new March 763, was given a 
dubious pole time some 1.1s quicker 
than Patrese. Andersson blew an 


engine during the session and had to . 


borrow one from an Italian for race 
day. Brancatelli, Bertram Schafer 
(Ralt-BMW RT1), Daniele Albertin 
(Modus-Toyoyta M1) and Hakan 
Alriksson (Ralt-Toyota RT1) were 
next up, the only runners out of a 
large field to break the 90s mark. All 
three Vikings were well down the 
grid, the highest being was Knuts- 
peti winner Conny’ .Ljung- 
feldt. Also well down were the 
German KWS Marches of Marc 
Surer and Rudi Doestch and Jac 
Nellemann’s Van Diemen. There were 
two short qualifying heats from 
which the fastest 15 in each would go 
through to the 24-lap final. 
Andersson, despite the down-on- 
power borrowed engine, won the first 
by 1s from Brancatelli with Ulf 
Svensson’s Ralt next up some 10s in 
arrears. The second heat, although 
run at a slower pace, was of greater 


interest with Alriksson leading for a 


Arpianen again 


Miki Arpianen scored his second 
Super Vee win in a week when he 
won the Gold Cup event which sup- 
ported the F3s at Mantorp Park last 
weekend. Driving his Veemax which 
now has Weber crossflow carbs on 
its Jaktlund engine, the Finn won by 
some 20s. Second was a new name to 
FSV circles, Axel Plankenhorn, who 
was driving an ex-ATS Lola T324. 
Third man Dieter Engel (Kaimann) 
managed to pass both Peter 
Scharmann (ToJ) and Bror Jaktlund 
(RPB) on the last lap. Sixth, after 
problems in practice and_ being 
delayed avoiding two _first-lap 
shunts, was Britain’s John Morrison 
in his Vortex Lola. Morrison lay 24th 
on the first lap but was able to pull 
his way up robe the field, beating 
Frank and Kennerth Persson 
by the finish, the latter having come 
off worse after banging wheels with 
Jakthund. 


few early laps. Then Schafer, after a 
bad start, pulled past, but his engine 
began to trail ominous smoke and 
with just three laps to go, he retired. 
Meanwhile Patrese had moved up 
following a poor getaway and he 
took the lead, beating Clas 
Sigurdsson’s Ralt and Alriksson’s 
similar car by a couple of seconds. 

In the final Patrese made a good 
start but Brancatelli soon captured 
the lead chased by the Chevron, 
Sigurdsson and —_‘— Andersson. 
Ljungfeldt never made it past the 
first corner having collided with 
another car, while Elgh failed to 
move off the grid. Surer and 
Doestch seemed well out of touch 
throughout. 

Andersson hung on to the two 
Italian with his fellow Swede, 
Sigurdsson, lending some support, 
although the Swede was never really 
in contention. Andersson, trying 
hard on the corners to make up for 
his powerless engine, had a lurid 
moment in the dirt and dropped 
back, finally finishing fifth well 
ahead of Svensson. Meanwhile, 
Patrese outbraked Brancatelli for the 
lead as the March driver was being 
more cautious on the now oily track. 
However, Gianfranco re-applied the 
pressure and forced the Chevron to 
gyrate. It was all he needed and he 
came home the winner by 1.6s. 
Third, a further 1.9s down, was 
Sigurdsson, with Alriksson and 
Andersson not far behind. 

Fastest lap went to Patrese at 1m 
29.1s, his second place giving him an 
even greater lead in the European F3 
series. 


F3 Sana for TP 


Seen deep in conversation last Sum 
day at Brands was Sana designer 
Gordon Fowell with Terry Perkins, 
brother of F1 Boro driver Larry. 
Following the success of Cyd 
Williams’ Indylantic Sana, it is 
hoped to have an F3 version of the 
John Thompson built car ready for 
Perkins (who last year drove a F3 
Ralt) to use at Monaco. 

According to Williams, the Sana 
has no adjustment on the rear 
rollbar, simply because the designer 
believed that he was right first time. 
He must have been for the car took a 
second place first time out and was 
running strongly in third place on 
Sunday before losing its fourth gear. 
@ Following our story last week 
that Barrie Marskell would be 
driving the works F3 Van Diemen. 
Barrie has asked us to poimt out that 
he still intends to keep fath with 
Geoff Rumble’s F3 Dastle as well 


. ~< 
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mbassy and 


ies are ning to gather 
strength that W. D. & H. O. Wills, 
through their Embassy cigarette 
brand, might be contemplating a 
return to motor racing. You will re- 
member that they withdrew follow- 
ing the death of Graham Hill and the 
nucieus of his Grand Prix team in an 
em crash late last year. 

The team who are favourites to be 
receiving the striking white, red and 
gold livery are AVS Shadow cars, 
who are currently without a sponsor 


Trimmer’s 
winner. 


Following a splendid Lola one-two at 
Brands on Sunday, a happy Derek 
Ongaro was at pains to point out 
that Tony Trimmer’s car was the in- 
terim development car that was 
tested last year in Atlantic, F2 and 
F3 guise and not a production T360. 
It now seems that Lola have got it 
right for Indylantic, if not F2. 

The car had been bought by James 
Hepburn, who had been persuaded 
to run it for former FF driver and 
Lola employee, Mike King. As King 
could not drive before Croft, the car 
was going to lie idle for the first 
‘couple of rounds, but subsequently a 

was concluded for Trimmer to 
run the car entered by Capital Radio 
and Peter Wardle’s Applied Racing 
Techniques. This, of course, now 
leaves Trimmer without a drive, and 
naturally Indylantic Promotions are 
looking around for some way of keep- 
ing the winner of their first two 
rounds in the championship. 

The only other driving possibility 
that Trimmer has in the pipeline is 
the Maki. The Japanese are negotia- 
ting for further funds so that they 
can make a more elaborate approach 
to Formula 1, perhaps in 1977. 

@® Martini Brabham boss Bernie 
Ecclestone, one of the guiding lights 
behind the F1CA, has asked us to 
point out that Peter Jowitt acts asa 
consultant to FICA and our 
inference in Pit & Paddock story last 
week about the Nurburgring being 
as “safe” for the German 
rand Prix isn’t the view shared by 
the F1CA, who feel that Grand Prix 
drivers might get the wrong idea 
about the constructors passing 
tracks on their behalf. 


Shadow? 


following UOP’s pull-out towards 
the end of last season. 

Naturally, no one is saying any 
more at the moment, although it is 
common knowledge that Shadow 
patron Don Nichols has been well in 
touch with Embassy personnel over 
the past couple of seasons. They 
have a British driver in Tom Pryce, 


and such an asset could swing the’ 


deal. The last time a Shadow Grand 
Prix car ran in Embassy colours was 
in 1973 — Graham Hill’s DN1. 


Pironi and» 
Prost star 


Didier Pironi, driving his Elf-backed 
Martini Mk18, has won the last two 
rounds of the Formula Super 
Renault series. The first was at 
Magny-Cours last week, following 
this up with another win in front of 
5000 spectators at Dijon last 


_Sunday. —. 


At Magny-Cours, Pironi started 
from the, pole, winning the 25 lap 
race easily from Christian Ethuin 
(Martini Mk18), Richard Dallest 
(Lola T410) and Jean Ragnotti (AGS 
JH14). Pironi also got fastest lap at 
1m 27.7s. 

The Formule Renault race was 
won, yet again, by Elf Ricard trophy 
winner Alain Prost and the following 
week at Dijon, he was upgraded into 
the Super Renault race. Prost 
featured well, underlining his 
obvious potential with the fastest 
lap. However he retired. Pironi won 
easily once again beating Alain 


Cudini’s Lola by a couple of seconds |. 


with Dany  Snobeck’s 
completing the top three. 


Martini 


@ Making a return to Formula 3 
racing at Mantorp Park last 
weekend after a lay-off of several 
years was Dane Oje Vejlund. This 
former F3 Titan driver now has a 
brand new F3 Ralt RT1, in which he 
finished 13th last Sunday. 


@ Rumours from South Africa sug- 
gest that Basil von Rooyen will bere- 
placing his Chevron Atlantic car 
with a March. Presently the only 
driver to run a March (because of an 
arrangement he has with the factory) 
is championship leader Ian 
Scheckter. 


Lawrence 


at Penang 


The £20,000 Rothmans _Inter- 
national Grand Prix Trophy Series 
for 1600cc Formule Libre cars finally 
got away, following the cancellation 
of the Malaysian Grand Prix, with 
the Penang Grand Prix a fortnight 
ago. The race was won by New 
Zealander Graeme Lawrence in his 
March 76B. 

The 1.1-mile circuit-was run on the 
streets surrounding the central busi- 
ness district and the water front area 
and incorporated all the usual round- 
the-houses hazards. Entries were 
poor considering the prize money at 
stake with promises of British and 
Australian drivers not materialising. 
Rothmans have invested £40,000 
plus in a new Hart-powered March 


76B together with a lucrative con- 
tract for Graeme Lawrence to drive 
the car throughout the series (‘the 
best deal of my life’’) and also partly 
sponsor the other leading contender, 
Hong Kong _ resident John 
MacDonald in his Ralt. 

Under ideal racing conditions, the 
cars came to the lme with Albert 
Poon on pole position in his Chevron 
B29, but at flagfall MacDonald shot 
into an immediate lead with Poon 
and Lawrence struggling to keep in 
touch. By lap 16 with some fast and 
skilled driving, MacDonald had 

ulled out a 10s lead over Lawrence. 

owever, a rear tyre started to de- 
flate and on lap 23 he pulled into the 
pits, allowing Lawrence to take the 
lead. MacDonald rejoined the race 
but on lap 26 finally retired. 
Lawrence reeled off the remaining 
laps unchallenged, with Poon fini- 
shing some 20s down and Ian Grey 
(Chevron B25) well back in third 
place. MacDonald had the consol- 
ation of the fastest lap in 58.4s. 


Sharp to 
run Modus 


David Price Racing, who run Jeremy 
Rossiter’s Chevron B29 in 
Indylantic, have been helping Phil 
Sharp to build up a brand new 
Modus M38. It was Mined to have it 
ready for Brands last Sunday, but 
Sharp was one of the mechanics 
rushed in by McLaren to help alter 
their GP cars following the Spanish 
debacle. However, it is now hoped 
that the Nicholson-powered car will 
be ready for Croft. 


BRDC changes 


The British Racing Drivers Club 
have announced that Peter Clark has 
resigned for health reasons from the 
Boards of its subsidiaries. He will 
however remain as a consultant to 
the group. 

The Chairman of all these Boards 
is now Jack Sears, with Jimmy 
Brown their Managing Director and 
now becoming Chief Executive of the 
Group. George Smith has_ been 
appointed a director of Silverstone 
Circuits Ltd, Green Crop _con- 
servation Ltd, and Bradley Plant 
Hire Ltd. 


No entry. 
for Henton? 


Brian Henton is in the news again 
and, guess .what, it’s his mouth 
which has got him into trouble. Our 
Brian, whose gallant attempt to take 
on the might of the European 
Formula 2 circus (with fists, that is) 
caused a bit of a stir at Salzburg last 
year, has discovered that Salzburg is 
a track with a notoriously hard race 
organizer. 

So the story goes — although we 
haven’t been able to confirm it with 
any of the relevent authorities — 
Henton applied to enter the Salzburg 
race with the Wheatcroft-Abarth, 
and was refused. We understand it 
was because of his comments at last 
year’s event. Good on yer, Brian. 
You show ‘em. 

On a more serious note (alt hough if 
the above is true, then surely an 
appeal to the FIA is warranted), 
Henton was carrying out some test- 
ing at Silverstone last week for the 
Ultramar March team. With Guy 
Edwards and John Lepp in attend- 
ance, Henton was driving the team’s 
3-litre powered 76s, which has not 
been performing too well lately in 
World Sports Car Championship 
races. ; 
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French phalanx: Arnoux strokes his Martini along ahead of the Elfs of Jabouille and Leelere and Tambay’s Martini. 


VALLELUNGA F2 


Jabouille and Elf pour La France 


Story and photos by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


After losing out to the works Marches in the opening two rounds of this year’s European F2 
Championship, the Elf-Alpine 2s and the similarly powered Martinis would not even give the 
BMW-powered March cars a look in at Vallelunga last Sunday. Between them, they 
dominated every one of the 65 laps of the race, Jean-Pierre Jabouille setting the early pace, 
only to be pushed back by the Martini of René Arnoux. Arnoux was driving faultlessly away 
into a healthy lead when he dropped out with a blown engine after setting fastest lap. Michel 
Leclere took up the lead, but in the end it was Jabouille who pulled by again to take the 
chequered flag from yet another Alpine-powered car, the Martini of Patrick Tambay. 
Tambay was lucky to take second place, nine seconds behind the Elf, increasing his current 
F2 points lead, for he ae been lying in fourth place for most of the race, and was struggling 
to finish after being physically sick. 

The only intruder in the Renault-Alpine domination was Thruxton winner and local 
Roman hero Maurizio Flammini, who by sheer hard driving got by Tambay, and then found 
himself ahead of Leclere with just two laps to go as Leclere’s car started to cut out from fuel 
starvation. Unfortunately, the Italian threw it away by driving into a backmarker at the 
hairpin in his excitement to stay in front — which he would have done anyway, for Leclere’s 
car barely made it to the finish. As he struggled to keep it going, Tambay and the second 
works March driver, Alex Ribeiro, got by Leclere, who eventually came in fourth. 

Fifth was Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi’s March-BMW 752, while sixth, and the only other 
driver on the same lap as the leaders, was Jean-Pierre Jaussaud,driving a ROC-Chrysler 
powered Chevron B35. 

Of the 22 starters, only 14 were running at the finish. Even if it was very much a French- 
dominated race, it was nevertheless a very exciting one, which unfortunately only 5000 or so 
people turned up to see. 


The psyching game: Jabouille’s new lower wing (tool tray?). 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


Once again there was a very much oversubscribed 
entry for this race, which could accept only 22 
starters. A total of 43 cars practised, the size of. 
the entry forcing the organizers to split the field 
down the middle and run two one-hour sessions 
for each group instead of the planned two 90- 
minute sessions for everybody combined. 

Timed practice was limited to Saturday only, 
but most of the field were practising all day 
Friday.’The French teams had shown that they 
meant business right from the start, with several 
days of practice already under their belts. 

It was Jean-Pierre Jabouille who set the pace in 
the first session with a 1m 9.4s, which nobody else’ 
looked like beating all day. Jabouille’s Elf 2 was 
running a new double rear wing for the first time, 
the second wing hung way down low, level with 
the driveshafts. With the rear wheels and all the 
rear suspension, it hardly seemed like the ideal 
spot to take advantage of a clean air-flow, but 
‘judging by Jabouille’s time it did little harm, even 
if the driver himself did not know if it did any 
good. ‘‘It makes sure we get plenty of pictures in 
the press, and gives the mechanics somewhere to 
rest their tools when underneath,” joked 
Jabouille, who seemed to be enjoying the game of 
psyching the opposition. 

Jabouille held his pole-winning time. The driver 
who came nearest to taking it was none other 
than Alex Ribeiro, who, despite a spin in the 
second session trying to get a tow from the Elf, 
held on long enough for his works March-BMW 
762 to claim a front row spot. 

Sharing the second row were the two Martini 
Mk19s of Rene Arnoux and Patrick Tambay, both 
drivers setting their best times in the more 
slippery second session after both had stopped 
out on the circuit in the first. Tambay lost all but 
eight laps of the first session with a fractured fuel 
line; the organizers would allow him alone to go 
out and fix it after he had come back to tell his pit. 
Arnoux lost his few vital flying laps when he ran 
out of petrol, shortly beforetheend. — 

The first four cars on the grid were the only 
ones to break the 1m 10.0s barrier. Fifth quickest 
was local lad Maurizio Flammini in the second 
works March, the first of four more cars to break 
the 1m 11.0s barrier. Next to him on the grid was 
the talented Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi, while 
heading the fourth row was the second Elf 2 of 
Michel Leclere, his car without the double rear 
wing arrangement of Jabouille’s. : 

Giancarlo Martini’s March 762 shared the 
fourth row with a best of 1: 10.64. Then camea big 
gap to the times in the 71s bracket, of whith there 
were no fewer than 14! “Just like the ol Gaps of 


we Taro Ske See. 

Jean-Pierre Jaussaud headed this group. the 
talented Frenchman setting a time of 1:11.06 m 
the first practice session, the very first time that 
he had sat m his brand new Chevron-ROC 
Chrysler B35 which replaces the one borrowed 
from a French hillclimber for the first races. 
Jaussaud also had the problem of a blown head 
gasket in the second session, so it was a parti- 
cularly good effort. His Chevron, like all the other 
B35s at this race, featured a revised top radius 
rod pick-up point at the rear, designed to improve 
traction out of corners. It had been moved out 
from the chassis by a couple of inches. 

Jose Dolhem’s similar Hart-powered Chevron 
came next, while behind the two Chevrons came 
the March of Eddie Cheever, a controversial 11th 
fastest. The controversy arose around the fact 
that Cheever had practised out of session, 
because the Project 4 team were busy carrying 
out an incredibly fast change over from Lancia to 
Hart power. In the first session Cheever had used 
a Lancia engine, which is now supposed to be 
fitted with an improved crankshaft; this Cheever 
still managed to break on Friday afternoon. With 
a fresh engine for Saturday, he qualified a disap- 

inting 35th fastest on the first session times, 

ence the rush change to a Hart motor, borrowed 
from Ian Grob. His 1ith place time in the second 
session was all the justification Ron Dennis 
needed in the complicated political wranglings 
which were surrounding the Lancia engine. 

Vittorio Brambilla stuck with the Lancia engine 
in the second car, had one stop with distributor 
drive problems in the second session, and set a 
best time only 19th fastest. 

Although the engine’s power figures have 
proved to be good, they are not good enough to 
make up for the handling and acceleration 
problems which arise from the difference in 
weight between the two cars, which was found to 
be 75 kilos! That’s like carrying an extra driver. 

Next to Cheever on the sixth row was Ingo 
Hoffmann in the first of the two Willi Kauhsen 
Racing Hart-powered Marches, ‘ Hoffmann’s 
practice being spoiled by a succession of electrical 
problems which resulted in his doing fewer laps 
than any other driver. 

Alberto Colombo’s March-BMW 752 came next, 
heading the second Opert Chevron of Juan 
Cochesa. Hans Binder was the first of the Osella- 
BMW qualifiers with an eighth row time, his 
team-mate Francois Migault not even making the 
grid when he lost a Schnitzer engine in each 
practice session. Klaus Ludwig shared the second 
spot on the eighth row in the second Kauhsen car, 
while next came Luciano Lovato’s Chevron-BMW 
B35, which lost an engine in the first session. 


Alex Ribeiro 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille . 

Elf 2) -Renault Gordini March-BMW 762 
im 09.40s im 09.55s 

René Arnoux ; Patrick Tambay 
Martini-Renault Mk19 Martini-Renault Mk19 
1m09.75s 1m 09.88s : 
Maurizio Flammini Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi 
March-BMW 762. March-BMW 762 
1m 10.24s 1m 10.44s 

Michel Leclere Giancarlo Martini 
Elf 2) -Renault Gordini March-BMW 762 
im 10.55s 1m 10.64s 
Jean-Pierre Jaussaud Jose Dolhem 
Chevron-ROC B35 Chevron-Hart B35 
Im 11.06s im 11.19s 

Eddie Cheever Ingo Hoffmann 
March-Hart 762 March-Hart 762 
im 11.46s 1m 11.51s 
Alberto Colombo Juan Cochesa 
March-Hart 752 Chevron-Hart B35 
1m 11.61s 1m 11.70s 

Hans Binder Kiaus Ludwi 
Osella-BMW FA2/76 March-Hart 762 
im 11.70s 1m 11.71s 
Luciano Lovato Giorgio Francia 
Chevron-BMW B35 Osella-BMW FA2 
im 11.78s 1m 11.79s 
Vittorio Brambilla Ray Mallock 
March-Lancia 762 Lola-BDX T450 
im 11.80s 1m 11.88s 
Roberto Marazzi Harald Ertl 
Chevron-BMW B35 Chevron-Hart B35 
im 11.93s 1m 11.95s 


Non-qualifiers: Freddy Kottulinsky (Ralt-BMW RT1), 1m. 12.09s; 
Bemard Chevanne (March-BMW 742), Im 12.10s; Sandro Cinotti 
@ferch-BMW 752), 1m 12.20s; Lorenzo Niccolini (March-BMW 762), 
im 12 25s; Richard Robarts (March-BMW 752), 1m 12.35s; Carlo 

go (March-Armaroli 742), 1m 12.50s; “Gimax'’ (March-Ford 
742) Im 12.82s: Xavier Lapeyre (Chevron-BMW B29), 1m 12.88s; 
Some Nicholson (March-Chevrolet Vega 752), 1m 12.89s; lan Grob 
‘Modus-Hart M7), 1m 13.03s; “Gianfranco” (Osella-7BMW FA2), 1m 
1312s; Charly Kiser (Osella-BMW FA2), 1m 13.14s; Keke Bosna 
ged F201), Im 13.15s; Mikko Kozarowitzky (Lola-BM 
a im 1325s; Hans Meier BMW 


(March- 752), Im 13.26s; 
(Osella-BMW FA2/76), Im 1333s; Lienhard 
762) im 1359s; Bemard De Dryver 
Im 1496s 
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Next to Lovato was Giorgio Francia’s Osella- 
BMW FA2, then came Brambilla. - 
Ray Mallock was the only one of the few British 


-private entrants to qualify. He lapped 20th 


fastest in his Swindon BDX-powered March 742, 
adding weight to the message of his sticker, which 
said “Swindon are Bonza — well Dunn John.” 

Making up the final row of the grid were 
Roberto Marazzi’s Chevron-BMW B85 and the 
similar car of Harald Ertl, who just managed to 
get in. 

Among the.unlucky non-qualifiers was Richard 
Roberts with his Myson-backed March-BDG 752, 
which had the most enormous accident possible 
when something went amiss just as he turned into 


-the flat-in-fifth kink on the main straight. His car 


was totally destroyed in the accident, the engine 
and rear suspension assembly ending up some 200 
metres from the crumpled remains of the 
monocoque. By nothing short of a miracle, 
Robarts stepped out of the bent remains with no 
more than a broken nose and several cracked ribs. 
His car was in such a state that even the most 
hardened race men could not believe that he had 
come out of the shunt virtually unharmed. 


RACE 


Race day was a lot cooler than the previous two 
practice days, following heavy overnight and mid- 
morning rain; fortunately the rain held off for the 
race, which did not start until late afternoon. 
Jabouille streaked into an immediate lead, 
followed by the two Martinis and the second Elf, 
with Flammini hard on their tails. Ribeiro was 
extra-careful not to lose time with too much 
wheelspin, as he has done in the past, but was a 
bit too careful, let, the revs drop too low, and 


Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi, who finished fifth. 


of session: the other non-quali 


chugged away off the cam at snail’s pace. On the 
first two laps he also slowed with partially 
jammed brakes so, for the time being at least, the 
only challenge to the V6 leaders came from 
Flammini, bravely running behind in fifth place. 

All the cars made the first lap without incident, 
except for Mallock, who was nudged by person or 
persons unknown from behind at the end of the 
straight and was lucky to be able to restart after a 
very high speed spin, without hitting anything. 

It did not take long before the hot pace saw 
trouble, however. Third time around, Hoffmann 
tried to outbrake Dolhem to take him into the 
hairpin. The two cars ended their races on the 
spot, Hoffmann with bent suspension and 
Dolhem with a flat tyre. 

Cheever-had made a great start and looked as 
though he might well be a serious threat to the 
leading bunch as he pressured Flammini in the 
opening laps, but then he got a bit over-excited 
and spun, losing the nose section of his March m 
the deep grass of the infield. He was push-started 
and went round to the pits for a new nose, and 
stopped again a lap later to have it refastened; but 
then was promptly disqualified for his push-start. 
(The organizers perhaps got their own back here 
for the problems he had caused by practies out 

iers had all 
protested, but by Sunday morning it was too late 
to do anything about it.) 

It was interesting to watch the different styles 
of the first five drivers as the leading group pulled 
away from the rest, now headed by Martini, who 
had Pesenti-Rossi and Jaussaud close behind. 
Jabouille was having a problem to hold off 
Arnoux, who on the second lap had outbreaked 
his team-mate for second place at the end of the 
straight. During the confusion, Leclere had also 


_ Alex Ribeiro drove his March through the field after a tardy start to finish third. 
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atrick Tambay’s Martini 
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nipped through to take third place. Jabouille 


oa 


under pressure 


+ 


explained later that he had bad _ handling” 


problems and a difficult gearbox at the beginning 
of the race, which let Arnoux in the lead of the 
race on lap 7. 

Once he had a clear road ahead of him, Arnoux 
drove smaothly away from his countrymen at the 
rate of almost a second a lap, for Jabouille did not 
let Leclere by until lap 10, and was helping 
Arnoux’s advance. Not that Rene needed any 
help: he looked as though he was almost cruising 
around, staying well away from the kerbs, but 
still managing to set fastest lap of the race in the 
process. It was beginning to look as though the 
race was already decided, but on lap 17 the blue 
Martini did not appear. It had rolled to a stop 
with a broken engine. And the race was wide open 
again. 

Jabouille was managing to hold his own with 
Leclere, even after he got by on lap 10. Tambay 
was keeping in touch with the lead group, but 
only just as he struggled with a throbbing head, a 
sore throat and bouts of sickness. All this, and 
Flammini, too. ... His problem with Flammini 
was temporarily resolved when the Italian spun 
at the hairpin and left him a few laps’ breathing 
space. ; 

By half-distance, Brambilla had disappeared 
from his midfield position after a spin caused by a 


from Maurizio Flammini ’s March. 


Eddie Cheever and Ron Dennis (right) confer. Cheever swopped from Lancia to Hart engines. 


» 
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jamming third gear saw him bend up the rear 


. wing, while Ertl had stopped at the pits to replace 


the one odd G50 rear tyre he had fitted for the 
race with a G54 like the other three. This stop was 
to prove very significant, not to Ertl’s position, 
but to all those in front of him, who gradually 
a up to lap him, starting with the leading dice. 

or 
finally moved over and let them by. As each of the 


‘cars following came up to do the same thing, he 


made it more and more difficult, his show of speed 
purely when being lapped hardly embellished a 
fast-waning reputation. 

Jabouille moved ahead again on lap 33 and 
immediately pulled out a slight breathing space, 
which is the way it stayed to the end. 

Leclere was holding his own from Tambay, who 
by this time was under even stiffer pressure from 
Flammini, Tambay also having a gear selection 
problem which let the Italian close up great 
ae ea at a time. On lap 49, he moved up to take 
third. 

Spurred on, Maurizio then began to close on 
Leclere, the two cars nose-to-tail for a while. Then, 
when Leclere kept up a consistently fast pace, it 
looked as though Flammini was being sensible, 
and he backed off a ed to make sure of finish- 
ing in the points, for his driving style had become 
very ragged for a time. But as the race drew to a 
close he narrowed the gap once more, and to the 
wild cheers of the crowd Flammini appeared in the 
tight section with a couple of lengths’ lead over 


ree laps, Ertl ignored blue flags until he _ 


Bistteri« 
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Leclere. 
Into the nate the two cars rushed, Flammini 


finding Hans Binder’s Osella in his way. He was 
so worked up about staying ahead of Leclere 
(whom he had passed when Leclere’s car cut out 
twice as it ran short of fuel) that he ran straight 
into the side of Binder, and they both ended up 
parked in the weeds and out of the race. Leclere 
slowed as. he saw what was about to happen, 
pulled around and made his getaway, but as he 
ressed the throttle the engine faultered and the 
uel pressure dropped. 
ile he was frantically coaxing the engine 
back into life, first Tambay and then Ribeiro shot 
through to take second and third place ahead of 
the luckless Leclere. 

Ribeiro had driven a very good race after his 
bad start, for he had ts: his way back up the 
field past Jaussaud and Pesenti-Rossi,, while 
Martini had disappeared earlier on when he was - 
forced to the pits to have a loose gear linkage 
pa A disappointing end to what had been a fine 
effort. 

Jaussaud’s sixth place was the last to be un- 
lapped by the leader, the Frenchman delighted to 
have finished in the points after a race “which left 
me shaking every lap. Before the start I saw one 
wheel was turning and not the other because of 
play in the steering ball-joint. I did the whole race 
with the front wheels shaking badly and worried 
that any minute the steering might break and I 
would have an accident like Robarts,’”’ he 
explained. : 

Seventh place went to Colombo, eighth Marazzi 
and ninth Mallock. The Britisher would almost 
certainly have been in the points had it not been 
for his first-lap incident and then taking half the 
race to get by Francia, with whom he had to rub 
wheels on one occasion before the stubborn 
Italian would finally back off. Behind Cochesa, 
Francia and Ertl, Ludwig was classified 13th, 
although his car expired on the last lap, the rotor 
arm‘in the distributor having run out of centre 
and worn away the contacts. 


26th Grand Premio, Roma 
European F2 Championship, round 3, 
Vallelunga, May - 
65 laps, 208kms 
1, Jean-Pierre Jabouille (Elf-Alpine Renault 2), 1h 18m 3.1s, 
159.894kph; 
2, Patrick Tambay (Martini-Alpine Renault Mk19), 1h 18m 12.2s;_ 
3,-Alex Ribeiro (March-BMW 762), 1h 18m 20.1s; 
4, Michel Leclere (Martini-Renault Mk19), 1h 18m 27.0s; 
5, Alessandro Pesenti-Rossi (March-BMW 762), 1h 18m 41.2s; 
6, Jean-PierreJaussaud(Chevron-ROC Chrysler B35), 1h 18m 58.9s; 
7, Alberto Colombo (March-BMW 75 2 64 laps; 8, Roberto 
Marazzi (Chevron-BMW B35), 64 laps; 9, Ray Mallock (Marceees 
742), 64 laps; 10, Juan Cochesa (Chevron-Hart B35), 63 iaps. 
Fastest lap: Rene Arnoux (Martini-Renault Mk19), 1m 10.7s, 


LL OSCR” wer ass 


John Taylor is building a very light- 
weight tarmac Escort RS1800 racer 
which should make its debut on the 
International Donegal Rally 
(Castrol/AUTOSPORT round 5) which 
starts on Thursday, June 17. Super- 
star Greasley (known to his close 
friends as ‘‘Mike”’) will be reading 
the notes. © 

Spotted recruiting for the Donegal 


Criterium “Culch” 


Leyland International have put in an 
entry on the Criterium Lucien 
Bianchi for Brian Culcheth/- 
Johnstone Syer in a brand new Gl 
Dolomite print. The French 
national rally, which starts on 
Friday, May 21, uses six laps of a 
tough, long circuit around the Beau- 
mont area. The entire route save 
seven kilometres is on tarmac. Brian 
leaves tomorrow (Friday) for pre 
event practice with none other than 
the venerable ‘““FRW”, which is 
being pressed into service again as 
Brian’s recce car. 


@ We hear that Graham Elsmore is 
to get some reward for his recent fine 
efforts; he is to get a new RS1800 
shell from Boreham to replace his 
ageing ex-Laurie Richards ‘“‘JEP”’ 
RS1600 Mk1. 


Co-driver Chris 


Chris Wathen, who is one of the few 
top British rally drivers without a 
drive, has announced that due to the 
shortage of a competitive car, he is 
to keep his hand in by taking to the 
co-driver’s seat for the odd event. - 

He will in fact be navigating for 
John Simpson, also from Plymouth, 
on the Pye Motors Stages event this 
weekend. 

John, former co-driver and service 
crew member to Chris, is currently 
lying seventh in the Pirelli/CCC 
championship, of which the Pye 
Motors is a round. 


Taylor and co. to Donegal 


rally on the Welsh last week was the 
_rally’s Clerk of the Course, Austin 
Frazer, who seems to have achieved 
some success in persuading British 
crews over for the event. Among 
those known to be going over at 
present include Andy Dawson, 
David Stokes, Paul Windsor, David 
Hardcastle, Henry Inurrieta, 
Bernard Banning and Chris Lord. 


Scottish 
Starters 


The International Scottish Rally, 
which starts on Saturday, June 5 
(Motor RAC Championship round 7), 
has the following seeded entry: 

1, Roger Clark; 2, Billy Coleman; 3, Tony 
Fowkes; 4, Russell Brookes; 5, Per Inge 
Walfridsson; 6, Andrew Cowan; 7, Brian Culcheth; 
8, Ari Vatanen; 9, Chris Sclater; 10, Tony Pond; 
11, Tony Fall; 12, Andy Dawson; 13, Erik Aaby; 14, 
Will Sparrow; 15, Pentti Airikkala; 16, Charles 
Samson; 17, Piggy Thompson; 18, Murray 
Grierson; 19, Tony Drummond; 20, Bror 
Danielson; 21, Robin Eyre Maunsell; 22, Jim 
McRae; 23, Drew Gallacher; 24, Alan Arneil; 25, 
Paul Faulkner; 26, Ruben Borgesson; 27, Donald 
Heggie; 28, lan Wilson; 29, Barry Lee; 30, Bill 

aylor. 


Vatanen leads 
RAC Ford battle 


Motor RAC Championship points 
after the Welsh areas follows: : 

Drivers: Ari Vatanen 43; Roger Clark and’ 
Russell Brookes 36; Billy Coleman 23; Pentti 
Airikkala 19; Tony Drummond and Tony Fall 15; 
Chris Sclater and Andy Dawson 11; Brian 
Culcheth 10. 

Group 1 drivers: Robin Eyre-Maunsell 41; Ronnie 
McCartney 31; Tony Pond and Jim McRae 30; 
Henry Inurrieta 25; Gavin Waugh 24; Stewart 
Robertson 11; John McAlorum 9; lan Gemmell, 
Chris Field, John Lyons, Pat Ryan 8. 


Picture of dejection 


Brian Culcheth (standing beside drivers door) and Johnstone Syer (left) look 


on dejectedly as Leyland mechanics diagnose the worst... 


A BBC film crew 


tape and film for posterity, some of the sound recording is not suitable for 
young children or the especially sensitive. 
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Cahal Curley had a good day with the Chequered Flag Carrera last Saturday. 


Curley masters Longford 


At the recent Longford Rally which 
was held last Saturday in the 
Midlands part of Eire, Cahal Curley/ 
Drexel Gillespie won the day fully 
three minutes ahead of the next car, 
Gerry Buckley’s RS1800. Noel 
Smith, with his. ankle now fully re- 
covered, finished third. Sean 
Campbell rolled in the first stage but- 
still managed to finish seventh 
overall and win Group 1 in his 
RS2000._- 

-The story of the rally, however, 


Triple Crown 


Current positions in the RAC Triple 
Crown Championship after the 
Welsh last weekend are England 55, 
Ireland 44; Scotland 24:;Wales 9. The 
individual scores on the Welsh broke 
down as follows: Roger Clark 12, 
Donald Heggie 11, Robm Eyre- 
Maunsell 10; Charles Samson 9, 
Russell Brookes 8, Will Sparrow 7, 
David Grainger 6, Ronnie 
McCartney 5, Jim McRae 4, Colin 
Mack 38. ; 


Retumm to sender 


Over the past few weeks we have 
received a bundle of letters in the 
AUTOSPORT offices protesting’ 
against the projected Forestry Com- 
mission charges which are scheduled 
to come into operation in the 
Autumn. Certainly the new charges, 
which represent a highly inflationary 
increase, must surely break the 
stipulations of the Prices Com- 
mission. We feel we should add that 
it is of little use to write to 
AUTOSPORT as we can only publish a 
certain amount of correspondence. 
We suggest that those of you who 
have taken the trouble to write 
should also notify their MPs and/or 
write to the Forestry Commission. 


Russell’s thanks 


Russel] Brookes would like record in 
print his thanks to the spectators 
-who rushed down the Sarnau stage 
of the Welsh and worked so hard to 
get the Andrews Heat Escort back 
on the road. He would also be very 
glad to hear of anyone who knows 
the whereabouts of his toolbag, 
which was lost in the crash. The 
famous toolbag has now 
accompanied Russell on every rally 
in which he has competed for the 
past six years, and it means a little 
more than just another bunch of 
screw drivers, hammers, etc.... 
Russell can be contacted on 
Inkberrow 792731. 


concerns Joe Greenan, who lost a 
wheel on the second stage and there- 
upon headed back to Northern 
Ireland with all possible speed. He- 
arrived back at a slalom which was 
being held in Ormeau Park, Belfast, 
during the lunch break. He brought 
with him his BMW and his rallycross 
Mini, which he had picked up on the 
way north. In the afternoon he coolly 
set fastest and second fastest time of 
the day in Mini and BMW respec- 
tively! 


. 
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RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 1976 


Stokes closes gap 


Richard Iliffe - still leads the 
Castrol/AUTOSPORT Championship, 
but his lead has been cut to three 
points by David. Stokes, who 
managed to finish 13th on the 
Welsh. Henry Inurrieta now leads 
the Gl championship, with Chris 
Field and David Hardcastle still in 
attendance. 

Drivers overall: Richard Iliffe 46; David Stokes 
43; Tony Drummond 33; Graham Elsmore 32; 
Andy Dawson 31; Mike Rawson 30; Dai Roderick 
29; Reg Mullenger, George Hill, Colin Malkin 27. 

Co-drivers overall: Bill Andrews 43; Phil Short 
33; Stuart Harrold 32; Tony McMahon 29; Peter 
Valentine 27; Chris Gray 26; Monty Peters 25; 
Roger Evans 23; John Brown and Colin Francis 
1 


9. 

Group 1 drivers: Henry Inurrieta 40; Chris Field 
36; David Hardcastle 34; Chris Lord 31; Robin 
Eyre-Maunsell 29; Bernard Banning 27; Terry 
Kaby 25; Chris Daisy 23; Keith Purseglove 16; 
Tony Pond and Mike Freeman 15. 

Group 1 Co-drivers: Martin Whale 40; Keith 
Read 36; Nei! Wilson 29; Kathy Russek 27; Rob 
Parrott 27; Brian Rainbow 17; Mike Knutton 16; 
Dave Richards and Steve Suckling 15; John 
Horton 11. 


Jill Robinson and Jayne Neate are 
now equal on points in the Huxford 
Liberated Ladies section (27), while 
Pauline Gullick still leads the lady 
co-drivers section comfortably. The 
next Castrol/AUTOSPORT round is 
me International Donegal Rally on 
une 17. 
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End of a rally team? 


Following the ghastly accident and 
subsequent fire which totally des- 
troyed the Chequered Flag Lancia 
Stratos on the Welsh last Thursday 
night, it seems that with no alter- 
mative at his disposal, Graham 
Warner is pulling out of rallying. 
Graham has already made a plea to 
the factory in Italy to lend him 
another Stratos for the remainder of 
the season, but should this produce 
no result then Graham will regret- 
fully be forced to disband the team. 

This is indeed a sad blow, not only 
for the Chequered Flag, who have ob- 
stinately proved that they can over- 
come the problems of communica- 
tion with Italy as well as totally re- 
build a Stratos and make the car reli- 
able (the Lancia has not retired 
through mechanical failure since the 
RAC). Sad also for British rallying 
public who, on the present showing 
of the oppoisition, have little to look 
forward to save a further phalanx of 
Ford victories to come. 

The little team from Chiswick have 
formed themselves into a_ profes- 


sional outfit with Ron Pellatt and - 


Ken Smith as chief mechanics, and’ 
these two, in company with a service 
back-up which is second to none, 
have proved that they can make the 
Stratos.a winner and make it reli- 
able, all this without much in the 
way of tangible support from the 
factory. 

They have proved that they can re- 
build a Stratos wreck in almost 
record time, but they cannot rebuild 
a car which no longer exists. All they 
have left, following the savage petrol 
fire on the Welsh, are four brake 
discs, a blackened and _ twisted 
chassis, and an engine block. Such 
was the intensity of the blaze that 
even the cylinder heads have melted. 
It would certainly be sad for British 
rallying (which is not in any case in 
the healthiest of states) were the 
team to be disbanded, but Warner 
says he will be forced to do this as 
buying another car is out of the 
question. 

Since the team’s :.:st appearance 
on the Circuit of Ireland last year, 
they have created interest almost 
unparalleled in British rallying for 
many years. It seemed as though 
most of their major troubles were at 


last behind them, and with a win on. 


the Mintex International in 
February they became the first rally 
team to beat leading Ford teams 
on a major English event since Stig 
Blomavist won the RAC in a factory 


Happier times on the Mintex International—Andy Dawson and Andy 
Marriolt (helmetted) confer with Ken Smith (centre) while Ron Pellatt and - 
Graham Warner (left) discuss the spares situation. 
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Saab back in 1971. Unfortunately 
that success seemed to have few 
favourable repercussions and after a 
major accident on the Cheltenham 
Festival rally, the car was miracu- 
lously rebuilt and taken to Ireland, 
where it demonstrated reliability if 
not ultimate power to finish fourth. 
It seemed that at last the team had 


turned the corner. 

The accident on the Welsh 
happened at a time of cruel irony. 
After various wrangles’ with 


customs, the team had acquired 
some of the new “‘demon’’ Pirelli P7 
loose-surface tyres which the Alitalia 
works drivers claim are. worth 
relatively as much as A2s in overall 
advantage over the older types in 
certain conditions. ; 

The tyres arrived at 20.00 on 
Thursday night and were rushed to 
Wales, to be fitted to the car as soon 
as possible. Meanwhile Per was 
instructed to keep in touch with the 
leaders. The tyres were awaiting the 
car at the end of the stage on which 
the accident occurred. Apparently, 
Per managed to get the car side- 
ways, although he was still going too 
fast for the notorious corner just 
below a blind brow. The Stratos 
clipped the inside of the corner and 
the impact rolled it over. As it landed 
the car bounced again and caught 
fire in the air, following what most of 
the team believe was a petrol cap be- 
ing dislodged and the rear bodywork 
section flying loose (the car had un- 
fortunately just been filled to the 
capacity of its twin tanks by the 
service crew). So when it landed 
again on its roof, the car was already 
burning fiercely at the rear. Per 
managed to crawl out through a 
window, but the lanky John Jensen 


_was trapped inside oweing to com- 


pression of the roof. His chin was 


‘forced down on his chest and he was. 


already in severe pain from two 
broken ribs and a cracked breast- 
bone. | 

It was then that a number of spec- 


tators came to the aid of Per as he. 


struggled to rescue his team-mate 
from the inferno. They righted the 
car, pushing it onto its side in order 
to drag Jensen clear, stifling his 
blazing overalls by rolling him in the 
wet grass at the side of the track. 
Both Per and John suffered severe 
burns to their ankles and wrists, but 
were not detained in hospital. 

The thought of what might have 


occurred had the spectators not been 


present is unpleasant indeed. 


‘works 


| aged to confuse 


Chrysler Avengers reall 
wins—and all in Group 
1600cc honours. 


Re Re ROT 
came good on the Welsh, taking three class 
ne! Pictured abave is Charlie Wood on his way to 


ae 


Some Welsh witterings 


The stories of disappointment and 


delight on the Welsh ramble on and’ 


on. Bernard Banning was loaned a 
G1 1800cc engine, 
organizational confusion Over his 
entry initially led to him being classi- 
fied as a 1600cc G1 entry (as usual). 
Poor Bernard had a miserable rally 
as he had personally adjusted the 


valve timing wrongly. He expounded - 


that the only way to get his car upa 
hill was to engage first gear and 
stick a foot outside the car to help 
push, while he found during the 
event that he was being beaten in 
straight line acceleration by the 
works Chrysler Avenger service 
barges — complete with three occu- 
pants, a stack of wheels on the roof, 
and packed to the ceilings with 
heavy equipment! Finally, the 
problem over classes was sorted out 
and Banning was reallocated to the 
1300ce class which, incidentally, he 
won. 

Another class winner was Charlie 
Wood in his Europat-sponsored 


'1600cc Avenger. Charlie finished 


26th overall having experienced the 
demise of no fewer than six alter- 


but: 


nators and three Armstrong struts: 
His car still has no Bilsteins and 
runs without an LSD. 

An indication of how seriously 


Ford viewed the results of the Welsh 


Rally can be gauged from the fact 
that they were tyre testing near 
Llandovery on the days prior to the 
event. 

Andy Dawson’s Welsh was not 
without incident. In the eary part of 
the event the works-built Datsun 
was missing badly, its engine going 
flat, especially when full throttle was 
required. The mechanics spent a long 
time sorting out the mysterious 
Japanese electrics before they cured 


- the problem by drilling out the jets 


and lowering the carburettor float 
levels. All was thus well with the 
engine between 5500 and 8000rpm, 
but in the later stages he had a punc- 
ture at the start of Brechfa 4 and in 
driving through the stage on the rim 
he damaged the rear suspension 
which thereafter boasted’ ljins of 
toe-out on the back, which made for 
peculiar handling. ... 


> 


Briefly 


@ The 


Lindholme Motor Sports 


‘Club are holding their Charlesworth 


Impel ’76 Stages Rally on June 12. 
There will be a total of £260 of 
awards, including £60 for first 
overall. The rally will start at 9.00am 
on the Saturday and the stages will 
all be in the region of Doncaster. 
This restricted status event is a 
counter in the EMAMC champion- 
ship and regs are available from Don 
Axon, 29 Baldwin Avenue, York 


- Road, Doncaster, South Yorks. 


“@ Malcolm Wilson’ drove a good 
rally last week on the Welsh and was’ 


placed eighth at the overnight re- 


classification halt at Aberystwyth. 


His clutch, however, was on the way 
out and when he tried to get going 
again on the Saturday morning he 
found there was no clutch action 
there at all. The car was pushed out, 
but nothing further could be done. 


@ Perhaps the exorcism ceremony. 
at the start of the Welsh affected the 
vast army of Special Stage 
operatives more than it did Laurie 
Richards’s Century Oils RS1800, for 
in our Welsh Rally report we man- 
shafts with 
dropped valves — a difficult enough 
exercise to be sure . . . very weird. 


@ May 21isthe date for anotherofthe 
SKF Rallysport forums. The fun is 
being arranged at the Esso Motor 
Hotel, South Mimms, just south of 
Hatfield on the Al and the panel will 
include Graham Elsmore, Tony 
Fowkes, Gerry Marshall and John 
Parsons (the latter is SKF’s spon- 
sored driver). It is hoped that two 


‘films will be shown: From Harrow- 


gate it started and hopefully the new 
Ford film, featuring Stuart Turner, 
entitled The Golden Age of Rallying. 
Tickets will be 40p at the door or 
from Tony Strong, 27 Lyndhurst 
Road, London N22. 


' @ We certainly don’t do things by 


halves in the massive ‘“‘ops’”’ room of 
the Special Stage Consortium (based 
“somewhere” in London). In our 
harmless little piece last week which 
was intended to convey the thanks 
of Billy Coleman and Dan O’Sullivan 
to those who had made their win on 
the Circuit of Ireland possible, we 
omitted to mention the single most 
important man in the entire oper- 
ation, the man who made the tyres 
happen, the man who did not rest 
until he saw them arrive into the cor- 
rect hands in Ireland: none other 
than our very own John Horton of 
the Dunlop Rubber Company. Our 
apologies to John for omittmg his 
name, and to Dan for embarrassing 
him by getting his message 
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WITTERINGS continued 


Erik Aaby suffered a puncture 
right at the start of SS5 and in 
driving through the stage, he de 


stroyed a wheel and lost a lot of time. 
Then his rear wheel studs sheared on 
a road section. Later, on the Satur- 
day, the Norwegian was off in the 


ee 
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Getting the priorities right... 
Martin Holmes poses for 
photographs while changing a wheel. 
Erik Aaby looks on. 


ditches of Hafren for 40 seconds 
before the mighty efforts of Martin 
Holmes had him back on the track. 


Russell Close ended his rally at the 
summit of Hafren 2 where at a “‘non- . 


arrowed junction”’ he went off into a 
peat bog and stuck fast. All 
attempts at moving the car before he 
ran out of time proved abortive. 

Jill Robinson was leading the 
ladies class by 10 minutes when her 


RS2000 engine dropped a valve on 


Saturday morning. 

Jeff Churchill had the exhaust 
manifold split just before the Friday 
night halt at Aberystwyth; it then 
began breaking as fast as the service 
crew could weld it. He limped into 
the town but without the manifold 
the car was developing so little 


Bi: 


Robert James—in cigs ter. 
— that he eventually called it a 


lly Coleman’s troublesome run 
on the Welsh (the pedal box kept 
loosening to add to his troubles) was 
terminated by a large rock which 
burst through the front wheel arch 
bulkhead, along inside the skin of the 
shell, into the boot, fimally smashing 
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the fuel filter bowl. On that note he 
decided to save what was left of the 
car for the Scottish. 


Two damaged wrists were 
sustained by drivers having the 
steering wheel torn out of their 
hands on the rough ground. The 
most serious occured to Rebert 
James who encountered some very 
rough going on the very last stage. 
The steering wheel kicked back in his 
hands and broke a bone in his wrist 
— a realization which came as some- 
thing of a shock to him. David 
Stokes also took a nasty blow on his 
already weak wrist inthe first series 
of Hafrens (it has been previously 
broken in a steering wheel incident) 
but nothing in this instance appears 
to have been broken, although he 
was in some pain for the remainder 
of the event — eventually being 
classified 13th after a_ tie-breaker 
with the Samsons at Llandow. i 

Dramas at Llandow again! The 
annual post rally bore, allegedly held 
to enable the rally organizers. to 
break even, always seems to produce’ 
a special type of officialdom which 


steadfastly refuses to acknowledge 
the validity of passes or the spoken 
word of bona fide occupants. On two 


‘previous years, the Castrol Range 


Rover has been turned away from 
the circuit (the Welsh is a Castrol 
event) and this year it was the turn 
of another official, this time a trade 
entrant — Alan Blake of Avon 
Tyres. Alan returned to the bar in 
Cardiff and discovered that he much 
preferred it there, anyway. 

Meanwhile Roger Clark put on a 
great show for the benefit of the 
crowds and drove everyone else into 
the weeds. .. . Pentti Airikkala was 
indeed a lucky ‘man, for no sooner 
had he started the race than his head 
gasket blew! _ 

Hannu Valtahaaju’s Opel Ascona 
suffered persistent oil leaks from the 


pipe to the front mounted cooler, and 


to follow the Finnish Opel was to be 
in a very opaque world as oil smoke 
swirled around in a cloying screen, 
trailing behindthecar. 

-Jim McRae, partnered with Ian 
Muir on account of the fact that his 
usual man, David Browr had 
recently suffered a death “in the 
family, experienced all manner of 
problems on the Welsh including 
incessant punctures and broken 
shock absorbers. Altogether he 
reckons that he must have lost some 
six minutes with troubles of various 
kinds. 


Finns had a field day last weeken —in addition to taking fir 


S Le 
t and second 


overall, they also won Group two. Pictured above is G2 victor, Hannu 


Valtahaaju. 
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Colin - Malkin retired the Del 
Lines/Berni Inns Porsche Carrera at. 
an early stage when second gear 
stripped. 

here did George Hill disappear 
to? Rumours are rife but we gather. 


’ the Vauxhall slid gently off in the 


first Hafren test and refused all 


‘Ari Vatanen takes a close look over the new TR7 as Tony Pond looks on. 


$1800, and 


efforts to be coaxed back on the 
road.... 

Another good drive from Henry 
Inurrieta whose RS2000 was fitted 
with the latest Weber GI carburet- 
tor kit for the first time. He finally 
finished 22nd and second in G1 after 
an ‘off’ on the first Sarnau, a broken 
rollover bar and the, loss of some two 
minutes. He also drove eight miles 
on the rim when the car got a punc- 
ture on the final Brechfa stage of the 
rally. Henry is convinced that his 
Spanish Firestone Sherpa tyres give 
him an edge on the opposition. Only 
five were used.on the event and these 


are apparently barely half worn. 


¥ 


Brian Redman won his fourteenth Stateside F5000 race in the face of the strongest opposition yet. 


POCONO F5000 


Ongais bids for supremacy 


By GORDON KIRBY Photos by CHARLES LORING 


Brian Redman began the American F5000 season last weekend just as he has in each of the 
previous three years. For the fourth year in a row, Redman took the Haas/Hall Lola to a 
clean win, marking his 13th victory for the team and his 14th Stateside F5000 victory. But 
those bare facts, as convincing a story as they are of the continuing strength of the Carl 
Haas/Jim Hall, effort don’t tell half the story. This time Redman not only had as many as 
half a dozen serious challengers to contend with, but also an extremely dangerous new 
threat from an almost unexpected quarter. . 

It. came from Danny Ongais, the 33-year-old Hawaiian who has been racing since he was 
sixteen, winning numerous drag racing titles before turning his attentions to road racing 
two years ago. Now the only driver for the young Interscope Racing team, Ongais fulfilled 
every ounce of the promise shown last season by qualifying his Lola T332C on the pole, by 
leading Redman in a heat, and by doing the same thing for the first 22 laps of the final. He 
lost his lead by spinning, through an error to which he readily admitted, and he recovered 
strongly to finish second just over six seconds behind Redman. It was an outstanding 
performance. 

In many ways, the Redman-Ongais struggle overshadowed what was the best opening 


American F5000 round ever. The entry was admittedly slim, but the quality was inordinately 


high. At the same time, the first public statements of plan and purpose were offered by 
F5000’s F1CA-style counterpart, the North American Grand Prix Association. Pocono was a 
race meeting which smacked of new things. 


It was on the one hand disappointing t se 4n 
entry of only 18 cars gather at eastern Pennsyl- 
vania’s Pocono Speedway for the first round of 
the year’s SCCA/USAC Formula 5000 Champion- 
ship. Yet the other side of the coin revealed that 
only three or four of those cars represented that 
rather unfortunate variety of racer known as a 
makeweight. All the others were backed up by 
either established or fledgling-professional teams, 
and there were as many as a desen drivers in the 
field who currently enjoy transatlantic repu- 
tations. It was, in fact, the best field ever for an 
opening American F5000 round. 

Heading this field was, of course, current 
American F5000 Champion Brian Redman, who 
was preparing to start his fourth season with the 
Carl Haas/Jim Hall team. Britain’s most accom- 
plished veteran racing driver had at his disposal a 
single Lola-Chaparral T332C in the white and red 
livery of Boraxo cleaners. The car had been tested 
thoroughly by the team’s test driver/engine 
builder Franz Weis, who reported that he had 
managed some very quick laps at Rattlesnake 
Raceway with the car and was confident that the 
type still offered worthwhile scope for develop- 
ment. Davey Evans continues as chief mechanic, 
while Tony Conner (who was Jack Oliver’s Can 
Am/F5000 mechanic over the past two years) 
replaces Troy Rogers, who has retired to his own 
shop in Texas after more than a decade with Hall 
and Chaparral Cars. 

-With Mario Andretti’s departure from the 
ranks of F5000, and Al Unser’s season still un- 
decided, the challenge to Redman’s two and a half 
year dominance of the class was to come from a 
wide open field. As had been hoped, Don Nichols 
did bring out one of his Shadow-Dodge DN6s for 
Jack Oliver to drive and, despite operating on an 
even more restrictive budget than their F1 
counterparts, the team offered an enthusiastic, 
functional attitude. Engine man Lee Muir has 
been able to continue his development of the 
Dodge V8 over the winter and explained that the 


. oil scavenging problems which bedevilled the 


engine last year, in particular at Riverside, had 
been solved. He was confident that, given the con- 
tinuance of the team, the obvious potential of the 
Dodge will soon be fulfilled. 

The most recent European invasion of 
American road racing was lead by Count Van der 
Straten’s European Championship winning team, 
the champion himself Teddy Pilette and ’mate 
Peter Gethin. The team had a pair of new Lola 
T430s and a single exh of Chevron’s brand 
new B37 F5000 design, which would be driven by 
Gethin. The second T4380 would act as a spare car 
for either driver. Based directly on the T360 
Atlantic chassis, the new car is claimed to be right 
on the weight limit. Its narrow tub and twin, 
almost-parallel side radiators are matched with 
T332-style geometry of shorter swing-arm length 
than the older design, so that the new F5000 Lola 
is essentially a smaller version of the successful 
T300/330/332 series. Gethin’s Chevron is 


Hawaiian driver Danny Ongais, seen here hounding Alan Jones, was Redman’s most serious challenger; Ongais spinning away his lead in the final. 
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matching them to th : 
frumpets than anything else. There was, inc 
dentally, a rental truck accompanying Team VD 


brought Sid Taylor to America again, once again 
in iD with Teddy Yip. The Theodore 
Racing team 

regular ex-Redman/Schuppan/Brise T332 for Alan 


Smith engines, although a pair of Bartz mills were 
had worked hard to get 


Ongais had logged some 1500 testing miles at 
Riverside, of which more than 350 had been in the 
new car. Both machines were et a with 
Falconer & Dunn Chev motors, an 

Ted Field had hired Alister McNeill from Vel’s 
Parnelli and Kevin Stone away from McLarens in 
order to prepare the cars. 

Other competitive Lola runners included 
Warwick Brown, Evan Noyes and Randy Lewis. 
Brown had a new T332C at his disposal, prepared 
immaculately under the Bay Racing banner and 
powered by Molloy Chevvies. Once again Noyes 
will drive a Roy Campbell-prepared T332/Bartz, 
aa he has done for the past two years. Supported 
by longtime sponsor Wrangler Jeans, Lewis 
carries on as at the end of last year with a T332/ 
Bartz prepared by Jack Smith. While both Brown 
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Close racing in the second heat. Ongais leads from Schuppa 


f ormusa magazme LO id0U 4, >Keeter 
McKitterick’s ex-Andretti Lola-Falconer & Dunn 
7332, veteran Bob Nagel and his Lola T332, an 
ageing Lola T300 revived again by Horst Kroll, 
his team-mate Geoffrey Davie’s March 74A and a 
gentleman from Arizona named Gerre Payvis, 
who arrived with the now very tatty ex-Donohue 
Lola-AMC T330. 


PRACTICE 


Practice consisted of four one-hour sessions over 


two days, the first of which was ruined by rain. 
The weather cleared up late on Friday, and Satur- 
day, although clear, remained cool and windy. It 
a seem ideal weather for any kind of fast 
aps. 

Yet Redman was soon to within a second of his 
best from last year, while Oliver and Ongais were 
very closely-matched behind. Noyes, Posey, 
Brown, Schuppan and Pilette were all within 2s of 
Redman, while Gethin was hampered by 
completely incorrect _gear ratios and Jones by a 
stripped third gear. Lewis did only a few laps on 
Friday, running in both engine and gearbox. 

For Saturday, Jones’s Theodore Lola was 
almost entirely free of troubles (it did lose an 
exhaust primary) and it soon became apparent 
that pole position would belong to either he, 
Redman or Ongais. Surprisingly enough, it was 
Ongais who did it, becoming the only man to 
break the 80-second barrier (Andretti alone 
managed this last year). Driving extremely well — 
tidily, forcefully, crisply — the Hawaiian turned 
in his fastest lap in the very last minute of prac- 
tice when only he and Redman of the faster 
runners were on the 2.8-mile speedway-cum- 
Mickey Mouse infield section “road’’ course. 
Ongais managed 1m 19.795s, while Redman got 
down to 1:20.077 a little earlier in the session. 
Driving very neatly and showing, in his own quiet 
way, more confidence than ever, the Champion 
mistimed his final effort by a few minutes, com- 
pleting his third lap on a brand new set of 
Goodyears as the flag came out to end qualifying. 

Jones missed the last half hour due to that 
aforementioned broken exhaust pipe (a marshal 
returned it that evening) and had to be content 
with third fastest time (1:20.231). Regardless of 
these minor problems, which might have kept 
Redman and Jones from their most perfect laps, it 
was obvious last Saturday evening that Ongais 
had recovered completely from the effects of 


-breaking his leg nearly a year ago at Mosport 


which began a subsequently difficult year with 
Interscope’s revamped Lola T'400. Danny Ongais, 


- a man with more than sixteen years of motorcycle 
- and drag-racing experience, had suddenly arrived 


as aroad racing driver. 

Jackie Oliver’s Shadow went just as well, if not 
better, than ever before, and, with the car plainly 
benefitting from some careful preparation by new 
chief mechanic Ed Stone (‘First of all we made 


2 1 driver enthused over the smailer 
team, saying, “It’s funny, isn’t it, how things can 
work so much better when you re up against it?” 


Pilette’s VDS Lola T430 looked very stable and 
driveable in its maiden public appearance and the 
little Belgian showed lots of panache in getting 
down to 20.581. He was very happy with the car 
but felt that his Morand lacked a good bit of 
torque in comparison to Ongais’s” Falconer & 
Dunn and Redman’s Chaparral. 

: Sixth fastest was Schuppan and the Jorgensen 
Eagle. “It’s much more driveable than ever 
before,” Vern said.after his practice ended pre- 
maturely because of a broken valve spring. In fact, 
that had occurred on the very lap he came in for 
fresh tyres, so, like Jones, he was unable to havea 
final fling at bettering his best of 20.989. 

Slowed a little by a fuel pressure problem 
which turned out to be caused by a faulty check- 
valve, Posey was otherwise entirely pleased with 
his new Talon (built up around Warwick Brown’s 
end of season chassis). Posey’s best of 21.259 
nosed out Noyes for seventh fastest. The latter, 
driving with typical aggressiveness, put himself 
into the chase with a quick lap of 21.299. Brown 
was next, feeling that his ‘“‘mule’’ Molloy engine 
Wee gaits short of power, yet driving tidily to 

Making it ten men within 2s of pole was Gethin, 
who was quite happy with his Chevron, although 
like team-mate Pilette he felt his Morand didn't 
have the same torque as the better American 
engines. Gethin’s best was 21.733. 

Lewis tried without success to find a tow in the 
last half an hour of practice, having to cut his 
search short when his engine began to fail and 
leaving him 11th fastest (22.347). McKitterick 
went well in his new mount (22.846), although he 
admitted, “Right now I’m a little behind the car.” 
Slowed by an engine which lapsed onto seven 
cylinders, Allison was unable to better 22.940. 
Considering the handicap, that was a good per- 
formance and, rather than being upset with his 
lot, the young Aussie was looking forward to 
stepping into the team’s T332 for Mosport, by 
which time Jones should have his new March. 

Bob Nagel led the rest on 24.359, while John 
Benton was slowed by electrical problems and 
could not better 26.051. Kroll did 28.470 with his 
old Lola, which was at least better than team-mate 
Davie’s 31.242. Payvis wobbled around in 34.362 


_in his roughly-prepared car. 


On Saturday evening, the F5000 entrants 
association (North American Grand Prix Associa- 
tion) held a meeting at the circuit, not only to an- 
nounce their board of directors and the appoint- 
ment of Chris Pook to the position of marketing 
and management director for the organization, 
but also to discuss modifying the traditional 
F5000 race format to suit individual promoters. 
Some of the ideas which were discussed and might 
well be seen this year included inverting the first 


n, Redman and Pilette. Redman won by half alength 


7F 


Six or tem grad positions for heats fin which case 
qualifying times would probably determine fimal 
grid positions), instituting standing starts and 
combining small fields into a single heat; as was 
done once last year. 


For this particular race it. was decided to run all- 


the cars in two nine-lap (25-mile) heats and a 35- 
lap final. Results from the first heat would 
determine grid positions for the second heat, 
which in turn would position the cars for the usual 
100-mile final. ise 

The morning warm-up was of little consequence, 
although Redman found he was 600rpm down 
from the previous day. He hypothesized that 200 
of those revs came from the disappearance of 
Saturday’s tail wind, and a further 200 from 
running on full tanks. The remaining numbers left 


him a little concerned. Posey felt simply that his. 


engine was showing signs of going off, while poor 
Allison found his replacement engine’s well-used 
heads beginning to crack. This meant he would 
miss the heats and start the final from the back. 

And, oh yes, John Cannon arrived with the 
news that he would beat Mosport with his March, 
and he managed to find himself a drive for the day 
in slow man Payvis’s Lola. T330: ‘“When I first 
looked at the car I noticed they had a Bilstein 
shock on one side at the back and an Armstrong 
on the other, but the Armstrong was mounted 
upside down!” Cannon said drily. | 


HEAT1 Sora wae 
Just past midday, on a clear but cool afternoon 
and before a miserable gathering of perhaps 5000 
ors (promotion for this race was, as it 

ways has been, virtually non-existent), the two 
sprints were run off barely halfan hour apart. 
With Allison not-starting either heat and Noyes: 
succumbing to a fuel pressure problem, only 16 
cars started the first race.. 

Redman managed to get the jump on poleman 
Ongais away from the rolling start, so the white 
Lola was able to swing cleanly across the nose of 
the black one and take the lead into the first, 
slightly banked, third-gear right-hander. But even 
as Ongais tucked in behind the leader, Jones 
allowed himself to run wide around the outside of 
the Interscope car. He held his place through the 
right-hander, which gave him the inside line into 
the following left-hand hairpin where, with the red 
Lola snapping sideways under hard, late braking, 
the Australian was able to nose into second place 
ahead of the American. Oliver, Pilette and 
Schuppan pushed past in hard pursuit of the first 
three, and over the next few laps these first six 
pulled clear of the others. 

On the second lap, Jones’s Lola lost second gear 
because of a dog-ring failure (a: brand new piece, 
incidentally) and this enabled Ongais and Oliver 
to get by and go off in a fine nose-to-tail pursuit of 
Redman. Over the last half of this hectic sprint, 
Ongais applied firm pressure to Redman, even 
getting close enough to attempt a couple of out- 
braking manoeuvres into. the hairpin. But he 
could never get quite that close and Redman 
swept home the winner by a few car lengths from 
Ongais and Oliver . .. no, wait a minute, Oliver is 
coasting into the pits, his engine dead. Suddenly, 
within a mile of the flag, the Shadow’s engine had 
broken a rod. “I dunno. What’s the next drama 
gonna be?” said Jackie miserably. 

Jones held on to fourth place until the second to 
last lap, when Pilette and Schuppan got by going 
down the back straight. Oliver’s last minute 
retirement elevated those two to third and fourth 
respectively, while Jones came home fifth. Posey 
led Brown briefly, but then his worst fears came 
true and the Talon’s engine failed, so Brown went 
ahead into what became sixth place. Lewis took 
seventh place from McKitterick a few laps from 
the end, while Gethin started late after pulling 
into the pits at the start with a jammed throttle 
cable. His mechanics had to pull the Chevron’s 
body work off in order to get the cable operating 
again, so he did well to come up to ninth place by 
theend: - 

As well as losing second gear, Jones’s engine 
had fallen ill, so he decided not to start the second 
heat. Without Jones, Oliver and Posey, but this 
time including Noyes’s T3832, there were 13 
Starters for the second sprint. It was beginning to 

sok a little thin. ... 


HEAT 2 


Ongais duplicated Redman’s manoeuvre from 
the first heat at the start so that he was able to 
chop across the poleman’s bows into the lead. But 
this time Schuppan, from the second row, was 
able to follow Ongais through and push Redman 
back to third immediately. For a few laps the 
ong driver held tenaciously to second place 

Ongais edged slowly away on his own. But 
on the sixth lap Redman was able to tow inside 


sR 


’ at full throttle and, as the three 


behind Ongais, and it looked as if the Interscope 
team was ready to score their first win. 

But they hadn’t counted on Geoff Davie’s 
March. Ongais happened to come upon it on the 
last lap as he Ted Redman into the speedway 
banking. ‘“‘I had him sighted and I was just going 


to go underneath him when he moved down on 


me,” Ongais explained. “So I had to get out of 


the throttle, and that lost me 1000rpm.”’ 
Meanwhile Redman was rushing up on both cars 
ushed off the 
banking and onto the main straight, the Boraxo 
Lola was right behind the Interscope Lola and 
accelerating faster as Davie’s March pulled to the 
inside to let the leaders by. Closer and closer they 
came to the flag, Redman pusmng his nose deep 
into Ongais’s wake. Then, just before the pits, he 
jumped out and began to edge inside the leader. 
With the sparse crowd roaring and clapping to a 
man, the Champion nosed ahead to win by half a 


‘length from an extremely worthy challenger. An 


excellent finish! 

A few seconds behind came. Schuppan into a 
strong third, clear of Pilette, while Gethin moved 
up well into fifth place. Brown was sixth from 
Lewis and McKitterick, while Noyes recovered 
from a first-lap spin to finish ninth. . 

During the two-hour break before the final a 
TransAm race was run, featuring a fine scrap 
between the turbo Carreras of Hurley Haywood, 


Al Holbert and George Follmer, finishing nose-to- | 


tail in that order. Meanwhile, there was some 
frantic work going on in some of the F5000 
garages. The Shadow was, undergoing an engine 
change, which seemed comfortably in order, while 
behind it Posey’s Talon was waiting for its spare 
engine to have all the ancillary equipment fitted 
before it could be bolted to the car, and a disap- 
pointed Sam Posey was prepared in hisofftimes 
philosophical way .to miss the. final. In the 
Haas/Hall garage there was also concern, for it 
had been discovered that the tachometer was 
reading 1000rpm short which meant that Redman 
had inadvertently over-revved the engine. The 
Eagle was having its second and top ratios 


dropped a tooth and the black-suited Interscope 


mechanics were able to do a thorough nut-and- 

bolt check. Indeed, like their driver, they exuded 

an atmosphere of a team who had.clearly arrived. 
When the stock-block V8s began to crackle into 


life on the dummy grid there was still no sign of. 


either Talon. or Shadow. The Talon crew were 
scrambling madly to get their man. out and 
suddenly the Shadow men found themselves in 
the same frantic situation. When they had started 
the new engine in their garage the oil pump seal 
had promptly: pushed out (apparently it had been 
sitting on a shelf for some time and had become 


way when the 16 remaining cars rumbled off inte 

the first pace lap, with Jones and Allison sitting 

oF Ae back with the equally unwell Theodore 
olas. 


FINAL | 

The start was near-perfect as Redman controlled 
the pace and nosed off ahead beneath the starter. 
For perhaps a hundred yards the Boraxo car 
continued to edge ahead, and, with the turn 
appearing to be his, Brian flicked his foot onto the 
brake pedal. But Ongais was waiting for just that 
and suddenly the black car darted ahead on the 
outside and dived wide for the corner and the lead. 
“Mmm, that was quite a brave move,’ Redman 
said later, his eyebrows raised, just so. 

As soon as he snatched the lead, Ongais began 
edging away so that by the end of the first lap he 
had very nearly 2s of space to Redman, Pilette, 
Brown, Schuppan and Gethin. But that ga 
wasn’t to grow any larger, for Redman soon stuc 
into his task and started chiselling inch by inch 
into Ongais’s margin. Behind Schuppan was soon 
through to.fourth and began‘a long, hard chase of 
Pilette. So while most of the field became rather 
strung out, a couple of fine fights took shape for 
first and third places. ar 

At the same time Posey had been able to make a 
sliding, thumping start from the paddock before 
Ongais could get out of the infield on the first lap 
and Sam was soon gobbling up the back- 
markers. Helped by the early retirements of first 
Gethin (who ran over something and tore a water 
hose, which allowed liquid to spray onto the 
Chevron’s tyres and cause Peter to spin) and then 
Brown, who simply lost oil pressure, Posey was 
very soon pulling himself well up the lap chart. 
Oliver on the other hand didn’t get going until the 
sixth lap, although he happened to find himself 


7 just behind Ongais and Redman: and for some 


time he followed them fairly closely, showing yet 
again the Shadows’ potential. 

. But.at the front Ongais was showing the clear 
realization of potential. Driving cleanly and hard, 
braking deeper than anyone into the tight turns 


‘and never looking sloppy or frenetic about it, he 


continued to hold onto his lead. Redman was able 
to close slowly to within a second, but on lap 11 a 
couple of slower cars got between he and the 
leader for a few turns and the cool, deliberate 
Ongais was able to establish his cushion again. 
Over the next ten laps Redman resumed his 
nibbling game, but as close as he was able to get 
he was unable to see any place where he might be 
able to pass. ‘‘He was faster than me onto the 
banking and faster coming off,’ Brian said later, 
“and although I could sometimes catch him on 


Teddy Pilette drove the brand-new Lola T430 for the first time in the United States. 
le 


pa 


ll 


Jody Scheckter, Mario Andretti, Al Unser or the 
late Tony Brise had been able to put Brian 
Redman into that position. 

But on the 23rd lap it suddenly changed. 
Accelerating onto the banking, the leader 
sudden] un down onto the infield and, as his 
engine ied, Redman roared away on his own. For 
long moments the Interscope Lola sat still, its 
motor refusing to fire. At last, with Redman long 
gone, its. exhaust note barked out and Ongais 
charged off just in time to hold himself ahead of 
Schuppan’s Eagle, nearly half a minute behind 
the leader. 

Ongais explained his mistake honestly: ‘“‘I knew 
I was faster than him going onto the banking and 
coming off too, so I was feeling pretty confident. 
But just as I was settling back a little the track 
changed a second time. When it changed the first 
time I was working hard enough to adapt, but this 
time I wasn’t. That’s what caught me out.” 

Nevertheless, he now made a final effort at 
making up the a great distance to the 
leader. Despite the dusty and greasy track 
surface, Ongais began to go steadily faster. At 
the same time Redman was experiencing fading 
oil pressure through the deepest portion of the 
banking and he was having to decelerate and drop 
to the bottom of the bowl in order to keep the 
pressure up. He also cut his revs back by 


1000rpm, so Ongais was able to lop off one and — 


sometimes t wo seconds per lap. 
But the gap was too large to be dealt with in the 


time available, and Redman is too consummate a © 


long-distance driver to make the mistake of 
conserving his car too much. He held on to win 
comfortably, by over six seconds. Helped by the 
sight of Ongais’s tail, Schuppan managed to 
record the race’s fastest lap (a record) some eight 
laps from home, while Danny equalled the mark 
on the 34th of 35 laps. 

Pilette led Schuppan for more than half the 
race, but his engine was throwing out a con- 
stantly growing plume of oil smoke and then the 
master electrical switch shorted out, which effec- 
tively ended his race, although he was able to limp 
home 12th, six laps behind. Jones, whose engine 
was 600rpm down at the start, soon found the 
revs dropping even more as a result of a broken 
injector trumpet, so he dropped right back. 
Allison had similar, even worse problems, while 
Noyes’s engine dropped a valve two-thirds into 
the race. 

All that allowed Lewis to pull himself up into a 
good fourth place, not losing a lap to Redman 
until the final hundred yards of the race. The best 
finish yet in F5000 for a man who has raced onl 
five times in the past two years. Into a fine fift 
place after all the last-minute drama came Sam 
Posey, who was ecstatic to have finished so well. 
“Wasn’t that great,” he crooned, “the car worked 
like a champ.” : 

McKitterick kept himself on the same lap as 
Lewis and Posey, despite nursing a failing engine 
over the last ten laps, while Jones hung on for 
seventh ahead of Kroll and Benton, thelatter 
having to stop once for attention to badly fading 
brakes. Allison limped into 10th and Oliver, who 
even managed to pass Redman shortly after 
Ongais’ spin, finally had to retire the Shadow 
when the engine, which had not had its heads re- 
torqued, began to make bad noises. 

It is six weeks until the next race, Mosport, and 
the start of the season proper. It should give the 
freshly-arrived European teams a chance to lick 
their early battle scars, and for the established 
teams to hone their edges even more. That 
tantalizing dream of American Formula 5000 
becoming a truly self-sustaining class still hangs 
thick and ripe in the air. 


JayCee Grand Prix 
Pocono Raceway — May9 
35 laps — 98 miles 
SCCA/USAC F5000 championship — round 1 

1. Brian Redman (Lola-Chaparral/Chevrolet T332C), 47m 38.116s, 
123.116mph; : 
2, Danny Ongais (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet T332C), 47m 
3 Wern Schuppan (Eagle-AAR/Chevrolet 75), 47m 51.742s; 
~ eceewis (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet T332), 34 laps: 
5 Sem Posey (Talon-Bartz/Chevrolet MR1A), 34 laps; 
6.| er McKitterick (Lola-Falconer & Dunn/Chevrolet T332), 34 
2os 

7? Alan Jones (Lola-Smith ‘Chevrolet T332), 33 laps; 8, Horst Kroll 
toaKroll/Chevrolet 1300), 33 laps; 9, John Benton (Lola- 
SerziChevrolet T330), 32 laps; 10, Bruce Allison (Lola-Bartz/- 
Cmevrolet T330), 31 laps. 

Fastest lap: Schuppan, on lap 27, and Ongais, on lap 34, 1m 
202s, 125.685mph (record). 

Heat 1 (9 laps): 1, Redman, 12m 17.85s, 122.951mph; 2, Ongais; 
3 Teddy Pilette (Lola-Morand/Chevrolet 1430); 4, Schuppan: 
5. Jones; 6, Warwick Brown (Lola-Bartz/Chevrolet T332C). Fastest 
tag: Redman, on lap 3, 1m 20.6s, 125.062mph. 

Heat 2 (9 laps): 1, Redman, 13m 07.91s, 115.139mph; 2, Ongais: 
3 Piette: 5, Peter Gethin (Che Morand/ 


. Schuppan, 4. y Vvron- 
chewrolet Ba7i-6 Srown. Fastest lap: not given. 


the miteld | bad mo idea where I could get by * 


Pole position driver Hoshino fell foul of the atrocious conditions on the very first corner... 


JAF GRAND PRIX 


Takahara is no saviour 


With only two laps to go before the chequered flag, the world seemed to collapse on Alex 
Ribeiro, the little Brazilian who, on his first visit to the Japanese Mount Fuji circuit, was 
leading the JAF Grand Prix and looking a likely winner. Ribeiro had led the race from the 
24th lap and looked set to score his first Formula 2 win, driving a locally prepared March- 
BMW 752. But on lap 33, Noritake Takahara, driving a locally built Nova-BMW, hit 
Ribeiro’s car on the gearbox and Alex spun off. So solly .... but Takahara went on to win. 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 


‘This year’s JAF Grand Prix was a particularly im- 
portant event for Japan, because the CSI repre- 
sentatives were present to inspect the Fuji track 
to see whether it could be passed as fit to stage 
the oe Japanese Grand Prix Formula 1 
race in October. 
Eighteen cars were entered, although only 13 
turned up, to do battle for the 2 million yen prize 
d, and much national honour. Last year’s 
winner Kazuyoshi Hoshino ran a March-BMW 
742 entered by Hero’s Racing, one of the biggest 


racing teams in Japan. The team’s owner, Mr. 


Tanaka, intends to buy a Pyrrell 007 for Hoshino 
to use in the Grand Prix if and when it happens. 
The team also had a second car, a much older 
March-BMW 722 for Naoki Nagasaka. 

Hoshino currently holds Fuji’s course record in 
a 2-litre March 74S at 1m 16.88s. The old banked 
course, which has claimed so many unfortunate 
Japanese drivers in the past, is not used anymore 
and the circuit is quite a lot safer, although still 
very quick. However, Hoshino was not able to 
beat his record with the F2 car, although at the 
end of practice he had the pole at 1m 17.19s. 

Alongside Hoshino was the Kojima 
Engineering entry, a March-BMW 742 for 
Masahiro Hasemi. The team are making their own 
Formula 1 car under ex-Maki designer Yoshiro 
Ono and Masami Kuwashima’s ex-mechanic 
Kikuo Kaira. It wasn’t until the second practice 
session that he got in a good time, and his 17.22 
wasn't good enough to best Hoshino. 

Alex Ribeiro arrived in Japan four days before 
the event with American Danny Sullivan and Ted 
Moore from Rapid Movements, the freighting 
agents. Alex trained very hard during the 
unofficial practice and the locals were suitably im- 
pressed with his potential. His best time was 
17.71, which he did in the last session driving a 
March-BMW 752. 

Last year’s 2-litre sports car champion and Fuji 
GC series first round winner, Noritake Takahara, 
brought the all-Japanese Formula 2 Nova 512 
instead of his old March 742. The Nova 512 was 
originally designed by Kikuo Kaira and con- 
structed by Nova Engineering, a firm run and 
owned by Mr Yamanashi. Takahara has made this 
car extremely competitive in a very short time 
and he recorded a 17.78 in the last session. 

Datsun works driver Kunimitsu Talahashi, in a 
March-BMW 752, posted an 18.17, while Naohiro 
Fujita showed his potential with a Nova 512 in 
the last session to complete the third row with 
18.20. Kenji Takahaski has bought Kuwashima’s 
old March-BMW 742 but he has little experience 
and couldn’t better the 1m 19s barrier by 0.5s. 

Kuniomi Nagamatsu and American Danny 
Sullivan both had Marches (a 752 and 742 re- 
spectively) with the previously unreliable 
Mitsubishi R39B-II engines. Nagumatsu teamed 
up with Sullivan as they started to practise, but 

uickly ran into problems with bad weather. 
Sulliv an’s car, the one driven by Jacques Laffite 
last year, had constant problems throughout 


practice and it never ran properly at all, which 
meant that the American never learned the circuit 
or even found out what a flying lap was like. 
Nagamatsu’s best time was 19.42, while 
Sullivan’s was 19.77. 


RACE 
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Race day dawned with heavy rain and a thicken- 
ing fog. All cars were allowed half an hour’s 
untimed practice late on the Monday morning, as 
many had not practised officially in the wet and 
very few had tried any wet settings. It was also 
good insurance for the promoters. 

The start was delayed when Tanaka totaled his 
March in a lurid 135mph crash as he approached 
the high-speed sweep at the end of the last corner 
Seg the warm-up. Tanaka was lucky to escape 
with his life, although he was taken to hospital 
with head injuries. 

Hasemi took the lead at the start from Ribeiro 
and Takahara as they swept into the first corner, 
the mist and spray blinding all the drivers but not 
seeming to deter anyone. Hoshino, from pole, mis- 
judged his approach into the first corner and, in 
trying to jostle by Hasemi, careered into the 
guardrail and heavily damaged the front bulk- 
head and right hand suspension. He escaped 
unhurt. 

Hoshino’s incident helped Hasemi build up a 
lead and he comfortably ran away from the rest. 
On lap 2, a yellow flag appeared to warn the 
drivers of fog, but it was quickly withdrawn two 
laps later and Ribeiro gradually started to close 
on the leader. The gap got smaller before Hasemi 
began to inch away again on lap 10. It was 
impossible to get to within 3s of any car because 
of the huge plumes of spray. 

On lap 12, Sullivan, who had made a superb 
start but then had his engine start to splutter 
badly, was lapped by Hasemi (he eventually 
finished seventh), and three laps later 
Takahashi’s March pitted to repair a_ bent 
nosecone incurred at the start! It looked as if 
Hasemi had the race, but on lap 23 he came into 
the pits with a misfiring engine; he rejoined a lap 
down and out of the hunt. ; 

This put Ribeiro in the lead and as the condi- 
tions deteriorated yet again, it looked like a win 
for Alex. But Takahara bravely closed in and, 
with two laps to go, he moved in and made the 
“error” which gave him the race. 

In an interview after the race Alex blamed 
Takahara: “It was an unfair deed. He should take 
care because we have only one lifé. We can race a 
hundred times, but we can not live our life twice. 


Jesus saves...” KUNIHIKO AKAI 


JAF Grand Prix 
Mount Fuji — May 3 


35 laps 

1, Noritake Takahara (Nova-BMW 512) 54m 5062s. 164 60kph- 

2, Alex Ribeiro (March-BMW 54m 56 36s 

3, Naoki Nagasaka (Merch-Sawy ) Sm 14. 125 

pe ono Nagamatsu Merch-Memwise R36 752, Sém 
s 

5. Masatero Hasem (Mer=--SWw 742) Sf eos 
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Quote of the Year 


We were sitting in the Elf-Tyrrell motorhome at 


Jerama. Suddenly the shrill noise of engines died . 


away to be replaced by human conversation. And 
shere it was. This wasn’t the Quote of the Week. 
This one was going to be the Quote of the Year. 

It was Helen Stewart talking to Pam Scheckter 
im that soft Scottish voice — that same soft Low- 
land voice that the ad agency men swear has the 
sincerity and credibility to sell a million con- 
sumer products. It’s the sort of voice you believe 
in — it’s the voice that could never tell a lie. And it 
said ... ‘‘I threw back the sheets and his entire 
body was black.” 

Can you imagine that! What on earth had Helen 
Stewart been upto? And with whom? 

It transpired that she and Pam were comparing 
notes on husbands and what happened when 
petrol leaked onto them in their racing cars. Pam 
was remembering what Jody looked like after his 
recent dousing at Long Beach and_ Helen, 
stretching her memory back to The Big Spa 
Accident, recalled what Jackie looked like. 


Comedy routine 


The nice thing about Mr Stewart (and his lady 
wife) is that you don’t have to be around them for 
too long before something quoteable happens. 
Jackie was busy doing his King’s Squire bit at 
Jarama. It was he who was to act as the inter- 
mediary between the Spanish monarch and the 
drivers. And like all things he does, he tackled his 
chore professionally. One by one, he casually 
briefed the drivers on where they were to be pre- 


sented, and precisely what the routine was, and’ 


what the correct mode of address was. 

“Do you click your heels, or bow, or what, when 
being introduced?” said one Famous Driver. 
Quick as a flash came the reply. “The way you're 
driving today, you can curtsy.” 

Famous Driver laughed and said he didn’t mind 
me using the story as long as I didn’t mention his 
name. ° 


Stunned amazement 


Too much has already been written about the 
216.8cms wide MacLaren which should have been 
215cms wide. What more can be said? Not a lot. 
But consider these two amazing news stories: 


JARAMA, Spain — Race fans and rival team 
managers stood in stunned amazement as they 
witnessed what must go down as one of the most 
selfless and generous acts in motor racing. 

They had seen the British Golden Boy of motor 
racing. James Hunt, speed around the track here 
to record a pole-winning time of 2m 15s. They 
heard the race organizers announce his time as 2m 
16.8s. An error of 1.8 seconds. 

They heard team boss Teddy Mayer make his 
official announcement. “I don’t believe that 1.8 
seconds is really worth making all that much of a 
fuss about.” 

James Hunt will start the race from the twelfth 
row of the grid. 

Ends. 


Or this one. 


JARAMA, Spain — Race fans here watched one of 
the most thrilling finishes ever seen in profes- 
sional world championship racing. First and 
second man James Hunt and Niki Lauda crossed 
the line as if one. There was delay of ten minutes 
while the official photo finish equipment was 
processed. 

The official photo revealed that Hunt’s 
MeLaren was clearly 1.8cms ahead of the Ferrari 
as they broke the beam on the finish line. 

McLaren team boss Teddy Mayer made the 
following announcement. “‘One point eight cent- 
mbters is, after all, only about five-eighths of an 
inth. Let’s callit a dead-heat.” 


Ends. 


I think I must have imagined it. Things like 
that just don’t happen, because I know that top 
team managers have too much respect for 
fractions of seconds, fractions of inches and the 
book of rules. 
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No-tricks wheel swaps 


I’m glad to see that my piece in the last Kar on the 
lamentable efforts of the major Formula 1 teams 
when it comes to pitstopping for a-wheel swap has 
had some effect. Marlboro and Goodyear have 
combined to promote a pitstop competition. 

At every Grand Prix, two teams will run 
against each other and against the clock. Team 
with the best time for a four-wheel swap (no trick 
wheels) gets £2000. Ferrari are matched against 
Surtees this weekend at Zolder. 

How’s about the winning team taking. on 
Richard Petty’s NASCAR crew at the time of the 
American GP? : 


Roger Clark — a refreshingly honest author. 


Albert tells it straight 


For a long time I’d wondered about the signifi- 
cance of Roger Clark being called “Albert”’ by his 
mechanics and rallying’s In People. What had the 
bulky taciturn ace ever done to deserve a handle 
like Albert, for goodness’s sake? 

Now, thanks to his recently published book 
Sideways to Victory, all is made clear. Albert is 
his middle name. ; . 

Clark fans, and I understand there are lots of 
‘em, will enjoy this book. It’s Roger telling it like 
it is with a little help and encouragement from 
journalist Graham Robson. 

Roger has always been the sort of bloke who 
calls a spade a bloody shovel, and he doesn’t. 

ull any punches or try to be slushy or diplomatic 
in his book.-He makes it Pisa clear that in the 
early days he and Stuart Turner didn’t see eye to 
eye. Turner was in the middle of his love affair 
with Scandinavian drivers and had little time for 
Brits, including Roger. “If I hadn’t felt so loyal to 
the mechanics and the rest of the team I’d have 
told him to stuff it and gone and looked for other 
drives.” . ~-— 

He admits that the relationship repaired itself 
over the years. But by how much? ‘‘Now we get 
on much better”, he says. “And perhaps we 


| respect each others views more completely.” (My 


italics.) 

One comes away with the impression that his 
victory on the 1972 RAC Rally was not so much 
something he did for himself but something he 
had to do as a two-finger exercise to Turner. 

He’s pretty blunt with his opinions of other. 
drivers. He points out that both Billy Coleman 
and Russell Brookes have identical cars to his and 
that Billy only goes well “when his Irish donkey is 
awake and standing up’, and Russell’s abilities 
are summed up in a one line accolade: “he’s the 
Ford driver who has given me most trouble.” 

He believes that the Kleber Rally Scholarship 
failed in its purpose and that he must wait for 
Tony Pond to obtain some results before he 
passes an opinion on his ability as a driver. 

It makes a pleasant change from the usual 
racing drivers’ books which tell how we went to 
Zandvoort and did a 1m 19.4s and how absolutely 
everyone in motor racing is lovely. Published by 
Motor Racing. Publications Ltd, and worth the 


£4.50. 


Appreciating exhibits — 


Not all the exhibits in Tom Wheatcroft’s racing 
car museum have cost him money. Some have 
been donated. and others have actually earned 
money for him. Each one of the cars there is like a 
member of Tom’s family, and walking around 
with him and being shown them is indeed just like 
being introduced to an enormous family. 

Burly, bluff and hearty, tom wears a permanent 
smile which breaks into a positive belly rumble 
laugh when he comes to one of his money makers. 

One of them is the original STP-March Formula 
1 car raced by Chris Amon. “It was the end of 
their first year and Max Mosley was really tight 
for cash. It was one of those need-it-today-to-pay- 
the-wages situations, so I bid him £3000 for the 
car. He took it,’ recalls Tom with a chuckle. 
“Then, in January the next year, the STP people 
wanted Chris to run in Argentina at very short 
notice, and Max didn’t havea car ready. Sol dida 
deal with STP to hire it to them for £3000. On top 
of that the car earned me £2500.” 

Ironically, the flame-red March sits beside the 
F1/Tasman Brabham which he ran for Derek Bell. 
As a result of a chapter of shipping strike and 
engine blow-up disasters, this cost him £68,000. 
So the £2500 he made on the March didn’t make 
much of a financial dent in the Brabham. 

Then there’s the slightly out of context Navy 
helicopter sitting on the outside display area. 
What’s a. helicopter doing in a racing car 
museum? “I needed a winch for the racing 
transporter and the sort I wanted cost £600. The 
one they use in those Navy eeppere is a much 
better one and the day I was about to buy the 
£600 winch I was offered the chopper for £400.” 

But the story didn’t stop there, at just £200 
profit. Six months later the Navy came back on 
and said, could they please buy the engine back 
from the chopper? Seems they’d run out of 
engines or spares. After only a small amount of 

ing, Tom allowed them to collect the engine 
for only £1500. 
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Finns top the bill in 
Ford's variety show 


By PETER NEWTON Photographs by HUGH BISHOP 


Just over a year ago, a young Finn arrived from Northern Europe to compete on the Welsh 
Rally. He had visited a British rally before but this was to be his first experience of 
competing in the UK. He brought with him a tiny troll, a battered, old and bent Opel Ascona 
which had not been rebuilt for two years, virtually no spoken English, a burning desire to 
succeed and nothing to lose. His name was Ari Vatanen, and in just two British rallies, the 
Welsh and Scottish, he had established himself in the minds of the men who matter to the 
careers of ambitious young rally drivers, as the hottest property on the scene since the 
arrival of Hannu Mikkola. Ari was just 23 years old then (the same age at which Roger Clark 
first made his name) and now, one year on, he has really arrived, courtesy of the Ford Motor 
Company and APG. , : 
Ari’s performance on the Welsh last weekend was of a very different order ‘from the 
spectacular feats of the old Ascona days. Gone were the minutes spent in the trees and 
ditches, the flamboyant exhibitionist style which made him such a crowd favourite, but 
perhaps more important than this was a change of attitude. The sense of humour and enjoy- 
ment are of course happily still there, and Ari will almost always have time to wave back at 
his supporters as his car drifts through the bends, but his reaction to pressure is now far 
more controlled. On Friday evening and early on Saturday morning, Vatanen was under 
extreme pressure from Russell Brookes who had fought back from being three minutes in 
arrears to a scant 40 seconds. Russell might well have won the day but for early gearbox 
problems and a two-minute excursion in Hafren. The two drivers were in a rally of their own 
for almost the entire event, yet the young Finn never faltered: even when a crippling series of 
punctures on Friday afternoon gave the charging Russell all the incentive he required. The 


_ pace in Dovey, Coed-y-Brenin, Hafren and Rheidol was frenetic indeed, so fast on occasions 


as to enable them to clean some stages by as much as half a minute! 

But in the end it was Russell who was caught out by the pace of his own fight back. If 
there still remains the remotest chance of winning, second place will never be good enough 
for Russell, and the Welsh witnessed another of his great drives which unfortunately. went 
unrewarded. A high speed accident on Saturday morning in Sarnau forest from which the 
Andrews Heat Escort miraculously emerged with only superficial damage nevertheless 
meant a maximum. Yet this was still not enough to quench his spirit and he had fought back 
to eighth overall before an electrical failure relegated him again, this time to the latter half 
of the top 20. A 

Thus second place was vacated for Pentti Airikkala, driving a veteran LHD RS1600 for 
David Sutton/Team Avon Tyres. With no limited slip differential for the entire final day, 


and a comparatively tired motor car, Pentti again demonstrated his huge talent for rally. 


driving, completing a Finnish one-two which must have sent their national press into 
raptures. For the man upon whom we have relied for so long for our national prestige and 
reflected glory, the man who almost single-handed has helped. to demolish the spectre of 
Finnish domination, finished a subdued and distant third. 

Of course, there were some other heroes over which to enthuse. One. whose name is now 
familiar was that of Graham Elsmore, who drove with his customary smoothness and 
panache before being sidelined by a broken halfshaft on Friday evening. At the time he had 
been as high as third overall in his venerable 1700cc Escort. Another was John Taylor who 


made one of his infrequent returns to the rally world to finish fourth, but the disappoint- 
ments particularly of the Lancia Stratos accident and the sad and rapid demise of Leyland’s 
new TR7s outweigh these feats. 
This year’s Welsh belonged to the Finns, and Ari Vatanen, who this year has threatened 
constantly to win a major event, must have made his entire family, who came over to watch, 
very proud. The truth of the matter (as part of a parental ultimatum, so we hear), is that his 
mother refused to let him return to Finland unless he upheld the honour of the family in the 
correct and proper manner! 
By virtue of a most consistent and thoroughly professionally judged drive, Vatanen took the Welsh with 
a minimum of fuss eventually winning by over six minutes after Brookes’ demise 
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then set an all-night session wah only brs 
Pig at the Hafod Arms, Devils Bridge at 03.31 
and the Waterloo Hotel, Betsw-y-Coed at 133 
before returning south to Aberystwyth for «2 
overnight halt. The re-start was scheduled & 
07.00 on Saturday morning and the route encon 
Resin a loop through Taliesin and Hafre 
orests before making off to the south wi 
Ystwyth, Brechfa, Sarnau and Crychan again 
Once more the Welsh promised a long haul for it 
185 stage miles; in fact in terms of time/stage 
ratio, the rally boasted just one stage approx 
mately every two hours. 


The reasons for this rather tedious situation ar 
of course complex and political as well as gee 
graphical. There are no shortage of stage mile 
anywhere in Wales but so much depends o 
aspects such as authorization, fire risk at certaa 
times, and also the vexed question of what cor 
stitutes “usage.” The latter term is an ambiguou 
one and can mean almost anything according bt 
the different interpretations of forestry con 
servancies. 
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In Clocaenog for example there are perhaps tw 
occasions during which the forest can be used fa 
rallying throughout the year, but on thos 
occasions, only one section of the roads can b 
used, and then only once. In contrast to thi: 
situation, several forests, such as Halfway 
Sarnau and Brechfa, have totally different inter 
pretations on the term “usage.”’ 


All these pre-requisites must be taken inte 
account when a rally schedule is planned, and 
apparent anomolies in the route may have 
obvious explanations once the full facts of the 
case are known. 


Certainly the rally route of this year’s Welsh 
passed by some superb forest mileage on its trek 
through the length and breadth of Wales. The 
forest roads were dry, dusty and hard. Despite 
some rain in the days previous to the event, fire 
risk was nevertheless prevalent in both the 
organizers’ and the foresters’ minds, so it was 
only to be expected that both parties should be 
especially sensitive about the type of coverage 
given to accidents in the popular press. When the 
horrific end of the Lancia Stratos was blazoned 
across the front page of the newspaper spon- 
soring the event, one could well imagine the 
disquiet being voiced in other quarters. 


The use of Eppynt military roads were denied 
the organizing club for the first time in years so 
that there was a long and tedious two-hour haul 
out to the first test, which in this case was the 
ubiquitous Halfway forest which was also the 
scene of Saturday’s finale. Without doubt the 
Welsh was a tough event once again. Opinions 
vary these days as to the validity of rallies which 
place emphasis on stamina rather than on 
pure stage times; certainly the art of combattin 
fatigue and still driving quickly — an essenti 
part of the ethos of rallying in days gone.by, is 
now almost a thing of the past, and the Welsh 
Rally this year added intense humidity, bright un- 
relenting sunlight, dust, mist and fog to its 
intrinsic challenge. 


Such criticisms as do exist therefore are now 
confined to the periphery of the organization 
(with the exception of a serious oversight which 
allowed cars to ‘clean’ a number of stages and 
justifiably upset leading competitors). Pre-event 
exposure seemed somewhat lacking, and press 
facilities and on-event information (for what is 
after all an ‘‘international’’) were only saved at 
the last moment by a service (Unfortunately some- 
what ebreyiated from -its .original excellent 
concept) which was put into action by the 
Western Mail. Several competitors were very un- 
impressed with the road book and the organizers 
at times seemed unsure of the interpretation of 
Yellow Book as opposed to the normal Blue 
Book regulations. There was for some time an 
apparent uncertainty about the need for medical 
certificates for the annual tedious Llandow visit, 
and some other minor grouses could readily be 
heard. There will always be some moans however; 
one cannot expect overnight metamorphosis and 
credit must be given to the sheer hard work and 
conscientiousness of Clerk of the Course, Robert 
Davies, who seemed to be everywhere at once, and 
was clearly looking after much more than purely 
his designated duties. Marshalling on stages was 
generally felt to be excellent (although stop lines 
could, on occasion, have been better chosen) and 
the Rally proved to be a triumph for Dennis 
Cardell’s digital watches. This event was the very 
first occasion on which this type of clock has been 
used in the field, and it seems that just ome clock 
disgraced itself between Thursday and Sanday — 
this culprit gained 1} seconds in four dapat! 
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Unquestionably the Welsh boasted the dest entry 
seen this year on an event m the UK, and ak 
though the overall figure of about 175 com 
petitors taking part was in keeping with 1976 
trends and thus down on previous years, the 
quality more than made up for the quantity. 

Both works Fords were unchan from 
previous forest events, Roger and Ari being seen 
im their respective Cossack and APG cars. There 
was, however, furthér works participation in the 
form of Saab, Leyland and Chrysler. The former 
brought one of their new 99EMS cars for Stig 
Blomqvist with similar specification to the 
appearance in Elba recently. Apart from the 
strengthened distributor drive, the exercise was 
being treated largely in developmental terms, 
with the RAC and the 1000 Lakes in mind. The 
team are planning about five further events 
before the RAC in which to complete their 
development programme, but they are unfor- 
tunately not now coming to the Scottish Rally 
owing to lack of finance. Conditions were not ideal 
for the heavy car despite its obviously powerful 
twin-cam 16-valve engine, yet Stig was very com- 
petitive and held a place amon the leading four 
cars before the engine dropped a valve after 13 
stages. 

The Welsh was indeed a big occasion for 
Leyland, who after eight months behind closed 
doors, were debuting their team of two G4 TR7s 


for team captain Brian Culcheth, and of course ~ 


Tony Pond. The cars created the expected great 


interest and were clearly immaculately prepared, 


looking most strikingly aggressive in their 
patriotic livery. The two cars differed from each 
other in some respects, principal of which was in 
engine origin. It had been decided that Brian 
Culcheth should use the less ‘peaky’ Don Moore 
unit and concentrate on a first time finish, while 
Tony would attempt to hit the headlines with the 
more ‘wild’ Abingdon unit with its semi-race cam- 
shaft. (In fact both cars were very evenly matched 
in a straight line.) Despite a last-minute rush 
which had seen the mechanics completing Tony’s 
car on the Wednesday evening prior the event, the 
team all seemed very confident of some success. 
Exhaustive testing has been almost entirely 


trouble-free apart from some last-minute engine. 


dramas, and no one expected trouble from the 
hitherto reliable Dolomite Sprint-based engines 
which Culcheth has been using in FRW for two 
years now without a single mechanical failure. 
The cars were still equipped with drum rear 
brakes and Dolomite four speed-with-overdrive 
earboxes, The disc braked axle is bemg promised 
‘or the Scottish but it would appear that the close 
ratio gearsets for the SD1 five speed unit will take 
much longer to arrive. It seems that despite all 
the promotional effort and finance which is being 
spent on Leyland’s eagerly anticipated return to 
rallying, the programme still has an unbelievably 
low priority outside Abingdon. The latter 
personnel have struggled manfully to complete 
the cars in the face of continual frustration due to 
a lack of the requisite parts. The policy behind the 
building of the cars clearly proclaims that all com- 
ponents must be manufactured within the Cor- 


poration’s engineering divisions — a laudable | 


sentiment in itself but one which must seemingly 


A high-speed excursion up a fire- 


reak thwarted Russell Brookes’ determined attempts to take victory 


from the young Finn but he never gave up the chase despite early gearbox problems. 


pre-suppose ‘“‘political” impasse on occasions. 
After all this effort it was indeed a crippling blow 
to the team when both cars retired with engine 
maladies in the opening hours; their disappoint- 
ment, however, must have been almost matched 
by Ford themselves who must be looking to 
Leyland to provide the necessary opposition to 
their total domination, and hence some kind of 
justification for the British programme. 

Chrysler Competitions brought along their 
Avenger for Chris Sclater, exactly as the car had 
been prepared for the Circuit of Ireland, and 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell had another new A. S. Baird 
Avenger to replace the new one which he inverted 
on the Circuit. This former car was a re-prepared 
ex-Bernard Unett Tour of Britain car. Tony 
Fowkes brought along his brand new Team Sanyo 
RS1800 which he appeared to be largely happy 
with, although he confessed to being concern 
‘there had not been a chance to test the car in 
anger, and Russell Brookes brought along his new 
tarmac Escort with which he had been so pleased 
on the Circuit of Ireland. : 

Andy Dawson brought along the ex-Harry 
Kallstrom RAC Datsun Violet 2-door which had 
been sitting outside the Rapid Movements 
pene since before the RAC. Apart from the 

act that the brake calipers had become rusty 
with the enforced lay off, the car seemed quite fit. 
The Chequered Flag Stratos had been fitted with 
a newly fabricated gear selector (J ack Knight) as 
the ordered part from Italy had not arrived. 
Otherwise the car was largely as it had left 
Ireland apart from a rigorous routine check-over. 
The accident which later befell it was perhaps the 
most potentially lethal that British rallying has 
witnessed since Adrian Boyd’s lucky escape on 
the Manx.... : 

The jovial Pentti Airikkala was driving an old 


An impressive sight in the forests was created by the two works Leyland TR7s. Their engine maladies 
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resulted in a less than impressive debut and few spectators were even treated to the sight of them. 


Sutton spare car (RS1600) on account of the fact 
that David’s other business commitments had 
pre-empted the build of the team’s own new Car. 
However, at least it was, as he specified, left-hand 
drive, which he much prefers. The history of the 
car was of a chequered nature. It was, in fact, 
Makinen’s 1973-winning 1000 Lakes car which 
had subsequently been used for Finnish ice racing 
and was crashed by Ari Vatanen on last year’s 
1000 Lakes! 

Principal dramas of  scrutineering were 
gs by Russell Brookes and Robin Eyre 

aunsell. The former had fitted some revised rear 
calipers which were collected from Boreham on 
the previous Friday and were intended to improve 
the manual operation of the handbrake (the real 
work is, of course, done hydraulically). On the way 
down the motorway Russell busied himself 
bedding them in, but when they were inspected on 
arrival in Cardiff, it was found that only two- 
thirds of the surface area of the pad had been in 
contact with the disc. With hard work and much 
bleeding of brakes, it may have been possible to 
eradicate the spongy pedal and indifferent “fee "a 
but Russell felt that the chance was not worth 
taking, and the calipers were discarded in favour 
of the older type, necessitating a late scrutin- 
eering session. ; : 

Meanwhile, the latter could be heard intoning in 
a loud voice that his Avenger was five-eighths of 
an inch wider than other similar models of 
Chrysler! 


RALLY _ 


The pace was bound to be hard from the word go. 
Even on events like the Welsh these days, there is 
no time to pace oneself, and thus Halfway Forest 
saw the kind of carnage which at first does not 
seem to befit either its surface or the time 
sequence of the rally. Three Avengers failed to 
make the end of the test. Chris Sclater retired the 
works car with no oil pressure. A stone had 
flung through the guards and dented the oil filter 
bowl which was sufficient to pull the seal away, 
letting out all the oil. When the engine began to 
tighten Chris stopped immediately but once the 
trouble had been diagnosed back in Cardiff, the 
car was found to be completely undamaged and 
was thus driven back to Coventry with a certam 
amount of chagrin! 

Group 1 was immediately de leted when both 
Kelle Moller’s 1800 Avenger and the White Horse 
car of Gavin Waugh stopped in the same place 
with suspected broken crankshafts; and Billy 
Coleman began a miserable rally by going off for 
5} minutes. Gordon Batchelor also retired when 
his engine apprently digested a fragment of stone, 
bending a valve. Among the leaders, Russell was 
already in trouble and had lost first and fifth 
gears. He was forced to soldier on as best he could 
until his service crew were able to change the 

earbox, a job which was begun after the second 

rychen stage. It was here that the first of the 
TR7s retired when Brian arrived at his service 
point, with the car wreathed in white smoke. The 
engine was by this time completely empty of 
water and the temperature had never gus down 
once the car had been driven in anger ite the 
fitting of twin thermostatic fans. The headgasket 
had inexplicably broken up and a bitterly dis- 
appointed Culgheth returned to Cardiff in very 
istic silence. By a strange irony his. 
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Pentti Airikkala. again demonstrate 


car was towed into a Llandovery lock-up garage 
by the very man who had towed out the wreckage 


after Tony Pond’s Stratos accident. Tony himself. 


was never as nag Se with his new car as Brian had 
been and he a 

pressure for a number of stages, gave up the 
unequal struggle with the increasingly sick engine 
and added to the team’s dejection by retiring the 
car after the first Hafren, thus completing a black 
night of almost total Leyland disaster. 


These chronic misfortunes might have stolen 
the following day’s headlines but for a horrific 


accident from which Per-Inge Walfridsson and . 


John Jensen were lucky to escape with their lives. 
There is a notorious right-hand-bend situated in a 
clearing in Brechfa forest which is hidden below a 
blind brow after a long flat-out straight. Per had 
been setting some very quick times with the car, 
but he had virtually no chance as he hurtled over 
the crest and tried to throw the Lancia round. The 
car brushed the inside bank and instantly flipped 
high into the air where it rolled over and burst 
into wicked tongues of flame before crashing back 
to earth again. The car tumbled over four times 
before coming to rest on its crushed roof. Per. 
managed to scramble out through a window, but 
as the flames shot skywards and lit up the 
clearing in stark, brittle relief, John Jensen found 
himself trapped with his helmet jammed against 
the roof. Help, however, was fortunately on the 
way and a group of spectators charged into the 
holocaust and flung the burning hulk onto its 
side before dragging a shocked “JJ” from the 
car. They then rolled him in the wet grass to put 
out the flames licking over his overalls. All mira- 
culously got clear before the remaining petrol in 
the tanks ignited with a dull roar. The car con- 
tinued to burn for some hours acting as a macabre 
funeral pyre at the corner to warn off other 
drivers as they passed. Both Per and John 
sustained first degree burns to wrists and ankles 
and Jensen also received injuries including two 
broken ribs, a cracked sternum and a painfully 
wrenched chin when his head was forced: into his 
chest by the deformed roof. The ill-fated car ended 
as a smouldering heap of worthless spars. 


As the night wore on so Russell closed in again 
on Ari Vatanen, turning the poor visibility to his 
advantage. It was a pattern which was to unfold 
in fascinating sequence throughout the rally. On 
the first Hafren he overdid it for the first time and 
went off for two minutes. Fog was now severely 
affecting the stages, adding to the fatigue of the 
long night. Tony Fall had been having a parti- 
cularly bad time, going off twice and suffering 
alternator problems which had the effect of dis- 


concertingly extinguishing his lights without 


d his immense 


ter experiencing very low oil 


and versatile driving 


talents wi 


All this time young Graham Elsmore had been 
putting up some tremendous times and after 
seven stages lay third ahead of Blongqvist, 
Airikkala, Clark and Sparrow. Graham is a justi- 
fiably confident man these days and as he said: 
“I’m really looking forward to daylight, then I 
can really get going!”” Who was going to dis- 
believe him? Retirements were still being posted 
regularly. Laurie Richards again abandoned the 
Century Oils RS1800, the exorcism ceremony 
obviously not having much effect on motor 
vehicles, the engine this time dropping a valve. 

Leading Dunlop runners were now using A2s 
almost exclusively, although some slippery 


th a stirring drive to second place witha‘ 


‘second hand” 


RSI 600. 


-patches early on had made the choice something 


of a gamble. Roger Clark remained subdued and 
somewhat distant from the pace of the event. He 
had been experiencing a return of the RS1800’s 
old problem of inconsistent brake balance. Initial 
observers’ impressions that he might have been 
playing his familiar waiting game proved ground- 
less as the rally progressed and the only occasion 
which seemed to produce traditionally quick 
times from the Cossack car was on the final day 
when he discovered that he was being beaten by 
John Taylor. A combination of a Haynes Escort 
(or was it just that Mike Greasley was lurking 
within it?) and a change to Gandy brake pads 


Robin Eyre-Maunsell hurled his A. S. Baird Avenger through the forests with an almost calculated 


abandon to set the seal on his group one supremacy. 
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Will Sparrow tackles Crychan Three Gate. His most accomplished chiar was hampered by a design fault 
he knows only too well; a gasket failure between cylinder block and oil filter. 


obviously worked wonders. John himself enjoyed 
a successful return to the rally scene. His efforts 


this year have been continuously thwarted by- 


engine failure, and when he spun off backwards on 
the first corner of the first test, the outlook 
appeared grim. By the time he reached Brechfa 
forest, the brakes were beginning to play up in the 
time-honoured fashion, altering their allegiance to 
front and/or back without warning. It was the 
start of a rally-long battle with the brakes which 
had him off on the second Brechfa for 30 seconds, 
and persisted with posing problems. It was the 


following afternoon, however, which witnessed — 


another serious moment as a result of a poorly 
sighted finish control at the end of Penmachno 2. 
Taylor rounded the final corner to be confronted 
by Pitkanen’s Finnish Avenger sitting at the 
control. Already on the brakes, the Haynes car 
was clearly not going to stop in time, buf quick 
thinking allowed the Escort to plough into the 


John Taylor showed his considerable skill with a fine fourth place; no engine trouble this time. 


stationary Avenger boot-first at 50mph rather 
than nose-first ten mph faster. Then, on the first 
corner of Beddgelert, the following test, a brake 
pipe burst on the first corner and John spun the 
car on the handbrake, narrowly missing a large 
telegraph pole and paling the already grey 
features of a haggard Greasley. What did he think 
of his new co-driver? “.. . totally useless, but he’s 
a uve in the car!’ came back the straight-talking 
reply. ; 

As morning turned into afternoon and the sun 
beat down ever harder, so the heat and humidity 
increased and the ‘pressure-cooker’ atmosphere 
inside the rally cars owed more to the Safari than 
to the wet old Welsh. Ari Vatenen was experi- 
encing the first of a number of critical punctures 
which gradually whittled away his time advan- 
tage over the ever-pressing Brookes. In 
Penmachno and Beddgelert he suffered conse- 


cutive punctures and lost about 90 seconds in two 


on m the dust and the rouga. 35 un pressure on 
the leading cars increased remorselessiy towards 
an evening’s sunset finale in the shatteringly fast 
Dovey stages. 

The early morning had taken its toll. Tony 
Fowkes rolled his new car in the’ esses on 
Myherin. Though not badly damaged, the front- 
end geometry had gone awry and he suspected 
that the front crossmember had been damaged. 
Thereafter the car never handled as he would have 
liked, despite a front suspension rebuild 
(including a front strut assembly in Bryan Harris’ 
bedroom in Aberystwyth!) with some new struts 
which had been acquired on Friday from the 
Boreham service car. His roll had not been one of 
those almost casual affairs where the car tips over 
on its roof; for the Sanyo car ended up a long way 
down the bank and both members of the crew 
thought their rally was all over before a chee 
regiment of spectators arrived, tugging an 
heaving the car back onto the track. ‘‘As long as 
you've got an army behind you, you'll be all 
right!’ he remarked, his face cracking into a 
sweat-streaked grin. He was clearly finding the 
new RS1800 a very different animal from the 
Mki, as indeed were the sartorial Samson* 
brothers, whose immaculate new Sutton RS1800 
looked almost as untarnished at the finish on 
Sunday as it did on the Thursday outside the 
Cardiff Law Courts. 224 

Richard Iliffe meanwhile rolled after hitting a 
rock concealed in the grass on Beddgelert; the 
arches were crushed down onto the wheels, tem- 
porarily fouling them and inhibiting any thoughts 
of continuing; and Will Sparrow had already 
suffered the first of two intensely frustrating 
gasket failures — frustrating because he had first 
experienced this problem on his Martin Group car 
years before at had been campaigning for a 
uerige change ever since. Near the finish of 
Dyffnant the gasket between the oil filter and 
block disintegrated, letting all the engine oil out. 
He managed to coast to the end of the stage 
(losing about a minute on the test) where the DTV 
crew hurriedly arranged a repair. They were not 
happy with it, however, and later in the day, on 
Dovey 2, the same thing happened. This time he 
collected a maximum. These two severe setbacks 
plus five punctures contrived to drop him right 
out of contention, and there is little doubt that he 
would have finished third had the gasket failures 
been avoided — a great pity, for his stage times 
were very competitive, the engine sounded superb 
and Will is obviously very confident with the car, 
for once again he is now excellent spectating 
value! 

Throughout the night Robin Eyre Maunsell’s 
domination of Gl had been momentarily 
challenged by the charging Henry Inurrieta. 
When the latter went off in Hafren, Robin relaxed 
again and was thus most surprised to discover the 
determined Henry once more challenging for the 
lead. These two were to form the vanguard of the 
G1 duel as Pat Ryan, finding Group One much 
harder than he had thought, strove to master his 
new machine — Tony Pond’s old Dolomite Sprint. 
He was hampered further by a mysterious rally- 
long misfire which would appear only after a 
certain time on full song in a stage. By Saturday 
afternoon he felt he had discovered the trouble. 
The oil in the dashpots of the SU carburettors 
was going through and fouling the plugs. Mean- 
while his introduction to the Dolomite had not 
been helped by the very ‘“wild’’ camshaft which 
had been fitted in the car. 

Friday morning saw the end of Stig Blomqvist 
when in Radnor forest, the first test of the day to 
be unaffected by fog, the Saab dropped a valve; 
while Friday evening saw the unfortunate 
Graham Elsmore post his second retirement in 
two events when a halfshaft broke on one of the 
long Dovey stages, bringing to an unscheduled 
halt one of the best drives of the rally. 


During the afternoon, Pentti Airikkala had an 
exhaust manifold go; but it wasn’t this which 
bothered him so much as what he thought was the 
beginnings of gearbox failure. He was anxious to 
make up as much time as possible before 
changing the "box and the mechanics managed to 
remove it in an impressive six minutes before the 
car staggered into parc fermé at Aberystwyth. He 
said later that it was inexperience with the car 
which had prompted his wrong diagnosis, but 
whatever it was, the smiling Finn spent the entire 
final day without the use of a limited slip 
mechanism in the differential, which makes his 
stage times in the ageing car all the more 
impressive. There was in fact nothing wrong with 
the gearbox at all. 

Just 43 seconds separated Russell Brookes 
from Ari Vatanen after the final rush through the 
Doveys into Aberystwyth. The speeds om these 
majestic stages had been astonishing 30 mmch so 
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that leading drivers were pulling 120mph (about 
8500rpm in fifth) for long periods through the 
swooping, flowing corners. These are the kind of 
stages which separate the heroes from the also- 
rans so both Ari and Russell were particularly 
upset to find that the stages were ‘cleanable’. 
Perhaps the organisers had based their 
calculations on last year’s times in the same 
forest. But last year these were no RS1800s and 
A2s and more important, the surface was wet and 
slippery whereas now it was dry, concrete-hard 
and pasty. 

Russell clearly felt he could still win the day; 
but he would have to pressure the young Finn 
into a mistake, as the two drivers were so closely 
matched on stage times. Once more the day 
dawned fine and warm, all traces of the previous 
night’s thunder storm having disappeared. The 
day was set for a battle royal. 

Just after 11.00am Russell began the final stage 
of a series of tests in Sarnau forest. The entire 
morning’s run had been spent in the most closely 
matched duel, the two drivers chipping away re- 
morselessly at each other’s times, a handful of 
seconds either way was all that separated them on 
stages. As the sun reached its zenith the Andrews 
Heat car came screaming over a blind crest at 
around 80mph and in that split second the chase 
died....the driver was faced with an adverse 
camber long lefthander which he knew he could 
not manage to persuade the car round. A split- 
second decision and Russell elected to go off back- 
wards. 

The RS1800 slid into the trees at a narrow angle 
— both Russell and Ron were amazed that the 
accident damage was so light. They took 17 
minutes for the 4} minute stage, yet three hours 
and just two stages later, as they trickled through 
the placid Tregarron town square, they still had a 
few moments to talk to eager viewers. . . .In reply 
to imaginative, tactful comments such as, “How’s 
it going Russell?” the driver, relaxing in Ron 
Creflin ’s seat, grinned broadly and considered the 

ition. ‘‘Well, we’re up to ninth now, and only 
30 seconds behind Nigel!”. There is simply no 
answer to that .. . .Some drivers would have quit 
in disgust, others might have sulked or slunk 
home, content to retrieve some face at the bar 
over what might have been, but not Russell; he 


wasn’t going to give up now. Unfortunately the | 


fates had not quite finished with him as the car 
stopped again in a stage, this time with electrical 
failure and he discovered that both his fuel 
pumps, although wired separately, were 
connected. The trouble re-occurred in the final 
stage but the car just staggered over the line, to 
the same fuse! Quite a day for Mr Brookes. 

Friday witnessed some good in-fighting among 


Tony Fall brought the DOT Kadett into six th position and won the non-Escort race. 


SPECIAL STAGE TIMES 


‘Vatanen and Airik 


SS1 Halfway 1: 1, Elsmore, 3.14; 2, Vatanen 3.16; 3, Walfridsson, 
3.17; 4, Taylor, 3.20; 5, Blomqvist, 3.21. 

§$2 Crychan 1: 1, Vatanen, 4.39; 2, Walfridsson, 4.43; 3, Brookes, 
4.45; 4, Elsmore, 4.48; 5, Coleman, 4.50. 

§$3 Crychan 2: 1, Brookes, 4.43; 2, Walfridsson, 4.46; 3, Vatarien, 
4.49: 4, Coleman, 4.50; 5, Elsmore, 4.53. 

$S4 Brechfa 1: i ; Beneke® and Aaby, 6.40; 3, Elsmore, 6.41; 4= 

a, 6.42. 

$S5 Brechfa 2: 1, Vatanen, 8.50; 2, Brookes, 9.04; 3, Fowkes, 
9.23; 4, Airikkala, 9.24; 5, Blomqvist, 9.26. 

SS6 Aeron: 1, Vatanen, 3.01; 2, Brookes, 3.11; 3, Fowkes, 3.13; 4 
= Coleman and Airikkala, 3.14. 

SS7 Myherin: 1, Vatanen, 4.27; 2, Coleman 4.32: 3 = Brookes 

and Airikkala, 4.33; 5, Blomqvist, 4.35. 

SS8 Halfren 1: 1, Vatanen, 9.16; 2, Aaby, 9.40; 3, Airikkala, 9.42; 
4, Coleman, 9.45; 5, Blomqvist, 9.51. , 

SS9 Haftren 2: 1, Brookes, 9.54; 2, Vatanen, 9.55; 3, Drummond, 
10.06; 4, Sparrow, 10.07; 5, Airikkala, 10.23. 

§$10 Sarnau 1: 1, Vatanen, 4.19; 2, Brookes, 4.21; 3, Sparrow, 


“4.23; 4, Airikkala, 4.27; 5, Taylor, 4.28. 


SS11 Sarnau 2: 1, Brookes, 4.43; 2, Vatanen, 4.53; 3, Sparrow, 
4.56; 4, Drummond, 4.59; 5, Airikkala, 5.01. 

$$12 Sarnau 3: 1, Brookes, 3.15; 2, Vatanen, 3.18; 3, Drummond, 
3.19; 4 = Airikkala, and Sparrow, 3.22. 

SS$13 Radnor: 1, Vatanen, 5.35; 2, Brookes, 5.39; 3, Airikkala, 
5.43; 4, Taylor, 5.45; 5, Sparrow, 5.46. 

$814 Kerry: 1, Clark, 3.32; 2, Taylor, 3.34; 3, Brookes, 3.35; 4= 
Whittal-Williams and Wilson, 3.37. : 

SS15 Dyfinant: 1, Vatanen 7.18; 2, Brookes, 7.19; 3, Coleman 
7.23; 4, Taylor, 7.33; 5, Airikkala, 7.37. — 

S$S$16 Penmachno 1: 1, Brookes, 6.34; 2, Vatanen, 6.39; 3, 
Airikkala, 6.55; 4, Taylor, 6.59; 5, Coleman, 7.00. , 

SS17 Penmachno 2: 1 = Brookes and Taylor, 4.30; 3 = Fall, 
Airikkala and Wilson, 4.43. 
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Dawson in typically exuberant pose with his Datsun Violet which survived many problems. 


quick times and rapidly hauled him m. Rockey, 
who had been driving steadily in his pnstime new 
RS1800, began to catch Tony Fall before he bent 
the steering rack and had the front spoiler ampu- 
tated by a rock in Brechfa-by now, like many 
others, a wickedly rough stage. Rockey neverthe- 
less put up some competitive times on the last 
stages, perhaps on account of his last minute 
switch to Goodyear racers. Robin Eyre-Maunsell 
had also fallen into a giant hole on the same stage 
oy ee a steering arm, necessitating a change of 
rack. 

All this time Tony Drummond had been consist- 
ently in the hunt with the Johnsons of Gains- 
borough RS1600; his only concern being a hole 
punched in the floor by a rock, and a lack of tyres 
which was resolved late in the day. He had to wait 
until the Llandow farce on the Sunday for the 
final drama. The transistor pack gave up the 
eh on the start line — would he be classified? 

ortunately for everyone’s tempers, sanity pre- 
yailed and Drummond was classified as the car 
was pushed over theline.... 

Ari meanwhile continued on in the way he had 
done all through the event. He scarcely put a 
wheel wrong, survived extreme pressure and had 
the measure of ie eo throughout the event; 
one can’t ask for much more than that.... 


1976 Western Mail International Welsh Rally 

1, A. Vatanen/P. Bryant (Ford Escort RS1800), 220.42; 
2’ P. Airikkala/C. Francis (Ford Escort RS1600), 227.15; 
3, R. Clark/J. paseo Escort RS1800), 227.55; 

4, J. Taylor/M. Greasley (Ford Escort RS1800), oper 
), 230.49; 


’ 


5, T. Drummond/P.Short (Ford Escort RS16 
6, T. Fail/M. Broad (Opel Kadett), 233.17; 

7, N. Rockey/D. Tucker (Ford Escort RS1800), 233.44; 8, D. 
Heggie/G. Dean (Ford Escort RS1800), 236.11; 9, E. Aaby/M. 
Holmes (Ford Escort RS1600), 239.07; 10, A. Dawson/A. Marriott 
Datsun Violet), 239.16. 


roup 1 
oR. ne Maunsell/N. Wilson (Chrysler Avenger), 239.46 (11th 
overall); 
2, Ei ea Whale (Ford Escort RS2000), 244.38; (22nd 
overall); ” 
3, P. Ryan/M. Nicholson (Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 246.05 (24th 
overall). 


$S18 Beddgelert: 1, Brookes, 5.40; 2, Airikkala, 5.54; 3, Clark, 
5.55: 4, Drummond, 6.00; 5, Fall, 6.01. 

$S19 Penybryn: 1, Brookes, 4.57; 2, Vatanen, 4.59; 3, Coleman, 
5.05; 4, Taylor, 5.09; 5, Clark, 5.12. 

$$20 Coed-y-Brenin: 1, Brookes, 7.18; 2, Vatanen, 7.19; 3, 
Dawson, 7.26; 4, Clark, 7.28; 5, Fall, 7.31. 

$S21 Dovey 1: 1, Brookes, 11.15; 2, Vatanen, 11.23; 3, Coleman, 
11.37; 4, Sparrow, 11.44; 5, Airikkala, 11.48. 

$S22 Dovey 2: Brookes and Vatanen cleaned the stage; a 
Coleman, 13.02; 4 = Fowkes, Sparrow and Taylor, 13.22. 

$S23 Pantperthog: Brookes and Vatanen cleaned the stage; 3, 
Taylor, 9.03; 4, Heggie, 9.09; 5, Clark, 9.11. ( 

24 Rheidol: 1, Vatanen, 4.23; 2, Brookes, 4.26; 3, Taylor, 4.35; 


4, Sparrow, 4.36; 5, Clark, 4.39. 


$S25 Taliesin: 1, Vatanen, 7.04; 2 = Brookes, Taylor and 
McCartney, 7.08; 3, Airikkala, 7.15; 4, Sparrow, 7.16. 

'$$26 Hafren 3: Drivers including Clark, Brookes, Vatanen, 
Airikkala, Sparrow and Rockey cleaned the stage. 

$S27 Hafren 4: 1, Brookes, 8.39; 2, Vatanen, 8.43; 3 = Airikkala 
and Taylor, 8.45; 5, Fall, 8.46. 

$$28 Sarnau 4: 1, Vatanen, 2.58; 2, Brookes, 2.59; 3, Clark, 3.00; 
4, Taylor, 3.01; 5, Airikkala, 3.03. 

$S29 Sarnau 5: 1 = Clark, Brookes and Vatanen, 4.20; 3, Taylor, 
4.22: 4, Fall, 4.25; 5, Airikkala, 4.26. 

S$30 Sarnau 6: 1, Vatanen, 4.06; 2, Clark, 4.08; 3 = Drummond 
and Taylor, 4.14; 5 = Airikkala and Samson, 4.15. 

$S31 Ystwyth: 1, Airikkala, 5.08; 2, Clark, 5.15; 3 = Fowkes and 
Vatanen, 5.19; 5, Brookes, 5.20. . 

$S32 Brechfa 3: 1, Vatanen, 6.47; 2, Brookes, 6.48; 3, Clark, 
6.53; 4, Brown, 6.57; 5, Fowkes, 7.00. 

$S$33 Brechfa 4: 1, Vatanen, 3.13; 2, Clark, 3.20; 3, Brookes, 
3.23: 4, Fowkes, 3.27;5, Brown, 3.21. 

$$34 Crychan 3: 1 = Vatanen and Rockey, 4.31; 3, Clark, 4.36; 4, 
Airikkala, 4.38; 5 = Fowkes and Fall, 4.42. 

$S35 Crychan 4: 1, Vatanen, 4.12; 2, Airikkala, 4.15; 3, Fowkes, 
4.19; 4= Clark and Brookes, 4.21. 

$S36 Halfway 2: 1, Vatanen; 2.57; 2, Fowkes, 3.01; 3, Rockey. 
3.02; 4, Clark, 3.03; 5, Fall, 3.04. 
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World Championship Round 5 


Can Niki 
consolidate? 


CHRIS WITTY outlines the 
Bryepects for this weekend's 
elgian Grand Prix — 


With the Spanish Grand Prix controversy still in 
many people’s minds, attention now focuses on 
this weekend’s Belgian Grand Prix, which takes 
place at the pleasant Zolder circuit situated bet- 
ween Antwerp and Liege. 

Spain will seem another race statistic when the 
teams arrive in Belgium, although the McLaren 
team will still be smarting from the decision taken 
by the authorities to remove James Hunt’s excell- 
ent victory from the record books in Madrid ten 


days ago. The decision could have a very signifi- - 


cant bearing on the outcome of this year’s World 
Championship. Hunt’s win would have drawn him 
closer to Niki Lauda, admittedly only by three 
points, but the psychological boast to James’s 
confidence would have been worth much more. 
Reflecting briefly on the aftermath of Spain, 
Lauda’s efforts in finishing the event with his 
injured ribs was a creditable performance. 


However, as the Austrian remarked in another | 
journal afterwards, if he had been put under any - 


real pressure (for instance from Gunnar Nilsson) 
then perhaps he might have quit the race. Tf.2.1 
Zolder is a circuit which has become notorious 


for being very hard on brakes, primarily because ~ 


of the circuit configuration. Short straights are 
usually followed by fairly tight bends, and the 
Grand Prix machines are constantly accelerating 
and braking to maximum efficiency for most of 


the lap. In its recent history, Zolder caused - 
Fourth in Spain, still an unknown quantity: Chris Amonin 


controversy when the Grand Prix was first held 
there in 1973. The track surface broke up, and the 
race was very nearly cancelled. It wasn’t, and 
Jackie Stewart scored a superb victory. 

The following year the race was transferred to 
Nivelles, the artificial track near Brussels. That 
circuit has run into major financial problems over 
the last couple of years and so Zolder, which is in 
the Flemish-speaking part of Belgium, was able to 
gain a stranglehold on the circuit rivalry for the 
right to hold the Grand Prix. It just seems a pity 


- that Spa-Francorchamps, about 80 miles or so to 


the south-east, will never again see Formula 1 
cars. ‘ 

Niki Lauda won last year’s race for Ferrari, and 
could well ‘do the same this time. If he does, then 
it will put the World Championship almost be- 
yond doubt. It seems incredible but Lauda’s lead 
is already 23 points. One more win would mean 
that his nearest rival would have to win the next 
three races without Niki scoring any points — 
just to overtake the Austrian! - a" 

Long Beach winner Clay Regazzoni, as ever, 
backs up Lauda for Ferrari. It will be remembered. 
that Clay was the hero of last year’s race. 

There will be two Tyrrells for Jody Scheckter 
and Patrick Depailler (both now having the new 
six-wheelers), two John Player Lotuses for Mario 
Andretti and.Gunnar Nilsson, two Martini Brab- 
ham-Alfas for Carlos Reutemann and Carlos 
Pace, two McLarens for Hunt and Jochen Mass, 
plus the four Marches for Ronnie Peterson, 
Vittorio Brambilla, Hans-Joachim Stuck and 
Arturo Merzario. 

Then there will be a pair of Shadows for Tom 
Pryce and Jean-Pierre Jarier, two Surtees for 
Alan Jones’ and Brett Lunger, and two Wolf 
Racing Williams for Jacky Ickx and Michel Le- 
clere. Looking forward to his first home Grand 
Prix, Patrick Neve will rejoin Loris Kessel in the 
RAM Brabham team, tile having announced his 
new sponsorship Guy Edwards will be making his 
return to Grand Prix racing after an absence of a 
year, joining Harald Ertl under the Hesketh 
banner. en. 

The Copersucar Fittipaldi team will again have 

a pair of cars for Emerson Fittipaldi and Ingo 
Hoffman. ; 
- Single car entries will be the new Penske for 
John Watson, the new Ensign for Chris Amon, 
the Ligier-Matra for Jacques Laffite, and finally 
the Boro for Larry Perkins. 

Twenty-six cars will be allowed to start the 
race, which means that 31 entries can be accepted. 

- The lap record at Zolder.stands to Francois Cev- 


ert, the Frenchman having set it in 1973. 


However, the chicane before the pits has been 
a are since then, and the figures which bear 
relevance must be Regazzoni’s fastest. race lap 
last year of 1m 26.76s, and Lauda’s pole time of 
Im 25.43s. © - 

On paper, it looks like a Ferrari race, perhaps 
with the narrow track cars, like the Marches, 


running well to the fore (Brambilla briefly led last. 


year’s race). The Tyrrells have also shown well, 
and could be up front if the team can overcome 
the braking problems experienced on the six- 


-wheeler at Jarama — who knows? By Sunday 


afternoon, the questions will be answered. 
the latest Ensign. 


a 


Zolder, Hasselt, Belgium 
Lap distance: 2.648 miles | 
Lap record: Francois Cevert (F1 
Tyrrell-Ford 006), 1m 25.42s, 
110.51mph (1973). 


PREVIOUS RESULTS 


1972 Nivelles (85 laps — 196.70 
miles) 
1, E. Fittipaldi (Lotus-Ford 72D), 
113.35mph; 
2, F. Cevert (Tyrrell-Ford 002); 
3, D. Hulme (McLaren-Ford M19C). 
1973 Zolder (70 laps — 183.54 miles) 
1, J. Stewart (Tyrrell-Ford 006/2), 
107.73mph; 

2, F.. Cevert (Tyrrell-Ford 006); 

-3, E. Fittipaldi (Lotus-Ford 72D). 
1974 Nivelles (85 laps 196.70. 


miles) ot. 

1, E. Fittipaldi (McLaren-Ford M23), 
114.10mph; 
2, N. Lauda (Ferrari 312°B3);. 

3, J. Scheckter (Tyrrell-Ford 007). 
1975 Zolder (70 laps — 185.38 miles) 
1, N. Lauda (Ferrari 3127), 
107.06mph; 

2, J. Scheckter (Tyrrell-Ford 007); 
3, C. Reutemann (Brabham-Ford 
BT44B). 


RADIO COVERAGE 

Friday: Radio.2; 6.45 pm. 

Saturday: Radio 4, 8.25 am; Radio 2, 
5.30 pm. a 

Sunday: Radio:2; 5.00 pm and 7.00 


pm. 
Monday: Radio 4, 7.25 or 8.25 am. 
TIMETABLE 


Practice ; 

Friday: 10.00-11.30 and 13.00-14.00. 
Saturday: 10.00-11.30 (unofficial) and 
.13.00-14.00. 4 
Race (70 laps) 

Sunday: 15.00. 


~ CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 


World Championship for Drivers (after 
four rounds): 1, Niki Lauda, 33 pts; 2, 
Patrick Depailler, 10; 3, Clay 
Regazzoni, 9; 4, Jochen Mass, 7; 5, 
James Hunt and Gunnar Nilsson, 6; 

7, Jody Scheckter, 5; 8, Tom Pryce, 4; 
9, Carlos Reutemann, 4; 10, Hans- 
Joachim Stuck, Jacques Laffite and 
Chris Amon, 3; 13, John Watson, 2; 
14, Mario Andretti, Emerson Fittipaldi 
and Jacky.Ickx, 1 pt. 
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PREIS 


It seems that just about everything James Hunt 
does these days makes the front pages of the 
newspapers. And here he is again, after a well- 
deserved Grand prix victory, involved in a contro- 
versial disqualification. 

Everyone has had their say on the matter and 
frankly there isn’t very much left to be said. I feel 
very sorry for James, as I’d feel sorry for any 
driver who’d driven his heart out, because it’s not 


the driver’s job or worry to look after the legality 


of the car. That’s something you assume you're 
team manager has attended to. 

The real irony of the situation is that for a long 
time the Constructors have been rubbishing the 
CSI and goading them to pay more attention to 
Eoicing the rules of the sport. The Technical 

ommittee of the CSI was in Spain because the 
Constructors’ jibes had finally got through. And 
then the first car they lay their tape measure on 
turns out to be illegal. 

Illegal is a strong word but it’s the only one I 
know. If a car’s within the regulations it’s legal 
and if it’s not it is legal. 

Legality, when it comes to basic dimensions, is 
a bit like pregnancy. There’s no such thing as 
only being a little bit pregnant! You either are or 
you aren’t. 

Now I think that everyone in the world knows 
that the extra five-eighths of an inch (1.5cms) 
played no part in James’s victory. I think the 
penalty is very harsh. But there again, there 
would be little point in bays mild ineffectual 
Beesics for law breakers. I don’t think we’ve 

eard the last of this fracas, but I do believe that 
we have probably seen the last of carelessly illegal 
motor cars. 

By comparison with James, I had a very 
peaceful weekend in Madrid. Patrick gave the six- 
wheeler its race debut and I took old 007 on its 
last race appearance. I’m glad it was the swan- 
song for 007, because compared with the new six- 
wheeler 007 feels like a tired old lady trying to 
keep up with the young chicks. 

I couldn’t do better than the seventh row of the 
grid and from there I ran one of my loneliest-ever 
motor races. The flag dropped and I made a good 
start and came round ninth on the first lap and by 
about lap 10 I was on my own. Up front I could 


“hmm, I shouldn’t imagine that we'll have any problems over the size of our car... x 


barely see the scrap between Brambilla, Nilsson, 
Andretti and Regga. Behind me, the length of the 
straight away, was the battling trio of Watson, 
Reutemann and Jarier. 

The only people I passed all race were back- 
markers. The most exciting thing was reading the 
pit board. From ninth I moved to eighth, then 
seventh, then sixth — all without seeing or 
passing a soul. 


Then, when I got to fifth place, a thought 
struck me. Two years ago I scored my first-ever 
World Championship point driving the 007 Elf- 
Tyrrell here at Jarama. Here I was two years later 
about to score a fifth place again with it in its last 
race. Full circle. That’ll teach me to thik 
thoughts like that..Moments later the oil pu 
belt broke and with 15 laps to go that was the en 
of my race. And the end of 007’s racing career. 

Ihave a soft spot for that car. It’s won me three 
Grands Prix and taken me very close to the world 
title, in 1974. But I’ll be glad to get my hands on 
my six-wheeler for the Belgian GP next week. 

Judging by the way Patrick performed, it’s 
certainly competitive with the Ferraris and the 
McLarens — and they are the only two that 
matter at the moment. So with a bit of luck we 
will be able to get our six wheels among their four 
during the next few races. 

Patrick’s third best time at Jarama is a great 
credit to Derek Gardener. Think back to all his, 
other cars and you'll see they come straight off 
the drawing board to be front runners. He’s done 
it again, I’m glad to say..A rare talent. A shame 
he couldn’t be at Jarama for his new car’s race 
debut, but he was home in England with a 
stomach ailment.. - 

I’m not sure that Zolder.is going to be a good 
six wheels circuit. It’s notoriously hard on brakes. 
Last time I was there I finished second to Niki 
and. our whole strategy that weekend had 
revolved around balancing the car very carefully 
with the accent on braking efficiency. One of the 
problems, as Patrick discovered, was the fade on 
the front brakes. I just hope that we can come up 
with the answer to the problem in time for the 


ce. 

I think the James-McLaren drama over the 
weekend overshadowed a very fine performance 
from Niki Lauda. To do what he did with broken 
ribs stra Pe up takes a lot of teeth-gritting. I see 
in the rally columns that Ford gave their Rally 
Man of the Month Award to Johnstone Syer for 
carrying on in the Safari with a similarly busted 
rib. I’m a little surprised that nobody made more 
of a fuss over Niki’s gritty effort in Madrid. It’s 
not something I would have enjoyed doing — 
that’s for sure. But then I’m one of the world’s 
great cowards when it comes to physical pain. — 

I would think that Ronnie must have been a bit 
disturbed to.see the Lotus which he gave up in 
favour of the March doing so well while he 
couldn’t get his car to function at all! 

One of the other things which emerged over the 
weekend was that the new regulations for wings 
and airboxes have upset a few people’s calcula- 
tions. It’s very significant that it was the teams 
who’d been down to Jarama for private practice 
the week before which did well in the race. 
Different wing settings and the effect that the 
removal of the airbox has on the airflow over the 
rear wing really do have strange effects on the 
handling. ; 

Take ours, for example. As they were, they were 
upsetting the handling because we just weren't 
getting the airflow over the back wing to produce 
the necessary downforce. So we took off the 
airbox and ended up making the sacrifice of losing 
a little engine power in order to get a bit more 
downthrust at the back. 

For the really competitive teams, Grand Prix 
racing gets more time-consuming and more 
expensive with more and more testing and 
development driving for each of the individual 
circuits. Gone are the days when a couple of days 
testing at Goodwood would be good enough. Now, 
if you want to win at Zolder you’ve got to test at 
Zolder. And the lessons you learn there won’t 
necessarily help you at the next circuit. 

Keith Botsford, the Sunday Times motor sport 
man, writes a good story and plays a good game 
of tennis, and we spend quite a lot of time 
together. I like the way he puts his stories 
together and I like the fresh way he looks at 
motor racing. For years the Grand Prix people 
have been known as the “Circus”. Botsford has 
rechristened them as the ‘‘Family” and I think it 
will stick. 

He insists, quite rightly, that to call what we're 
doing a circus is derisory. Family is much more 
appropriate. I guess the team owners are the 
parents, the designers could be the uncles, the 
mechanics would come under the cousin category, 
I have the feeling that Botsford regards the 
drivers as spoilt and over indulged children. And 
so it goes on. Maybe the CSI people are the 
grandparents. : 

Do you suppose that makes Bermie the 
Godfather? 


SILVERSTONE 6 HOURS | 


ohn Fitzpatrick hangs on to the Kremer Porsche but when 


Superb win for Fitz | 


in sensational finish 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Photos by DAVID WINTER 


the latter pitted -for fuel, victory went to the follo wing Hi ermetite BMWCSL. 


After four and a half hours, we realized that there could really be a race to the line. The sick 
Group 4} Porsche Carrera turbo of Egon Evertz/Leo Kinnunen was leading by two laps from 


_ the superb Hermetite BMW, driven by John Fitzpatrick after Tom Walkinshaw had gone 


off to Thruxton for a G1 race.-A lap further back, after losing about 15 minutes changing a 
broken turbocharger axle, was the G5 Kremer Carrera of Bob Wollek/Hans Heyer. It seemed 


that they could all cross the line fairly close together. Fitzpatrick stopped for fuel, but later 


caught Evertz. So did Heyer. And then he caught the Hermetite BMW. But, with nine 
minutes te go, Heyer pitted for fuel, as we suspected he might have to: it took 19 seconds, 
and left him 24s to make up on the road. And what minutes those nine were! Down came the 
gap: 22.2s, 18.9, 15.0, 11.7, 4.3 and finally, on that last lap, just 1.18.seconds. A finish to finish 
all finishes, only topped by Le Mans in 1969. ; 


__ There were five leaders in all. From the start, Ronnie Peterson took BMW’s new turbo 3.2-_- 
litre CSL into the lead, but that was short-lived, and as expected it didn’t last an hour 


before the gearbox broke. Then the Heyer/Wollek ear led, only to be delayed at two hours 
with the turbo problem. Dieter Quester/Albrecht Krebs took over for two hours until their 
BMW blew up. This left Evertz/Kinnunen leading, and the situation of the phenomenal 
finish. B: : 

What of the favourites Jochen Mass/Jacky Ickx in the Martini Porsche turbo? The car’s 
clutch disintegrated right at the start, and the works 935 didn’t get going for an hour and 
three quarters. When it did go, it set fastest lap and thrilled the crowd with its speed. But 


Fitz was the crowd’s man, and for his superb three-hour stint he earned respect, ovation and 


-the APG Driver of the Day award, very well deserved. 


A reasonable crowd of 13,000 turned up to see this new form of racing, true no-bullshit 
racing for the enthusiast, laid on, as is the best enthusiast’s racing, by the BRDC. 
Congratulations are due to them for their confidence and commitment. Would anyone there 


have missed that finish for the world? 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE _ 


There must have been times. when the BRDC 
wondered whether they should have gone ahead 
with the race: Definite support for this new World 
Championship of Makes series comes from 
Porsche, BMW and Lancia, and that’s it. The rest 
of the fields at the two Italian races previously 
held had been made up by privateers. Would 
those same privateers travel from as far as Italy 
to our island ‘and support the race? It was 
doubtful. 


The original entry list contained sdéme sur- 


prises, excitements and. disappointments. The 
greatest of the disappointments was the uncer- 
tainty surrounding the arrival of the turbo- 
charged Lancia Stratos which appeared at Valle- 
lunga: very little was forthcoming from Italy, and 
ultimately the conclusion was reached that the 
workers are in control in Turin, and that the Com- 
petitions Manager no longer has an office. . . . 
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The pen sree in G4 Porsche turbo Carreras 
were thinner on the ground than usual, and 
further depleted when neither of the George Loos 


Carreras turned up due to lack of engines, robbing - 
the crowd of Tim Schenken, Toine Hezemans and . 
afflictions - 
. decided that it would be a good idea to-use th 


Clemens. Schickentanz. Similar 
deprived the race. of the Claude Haldi/Arturo 


Merzario Carrera, while Eckhard Schimpf (who?) : 


decided that he wanted to keep his non-turbo- 
charged. Carrera at home, so neither Reinhold 
Jost nor Jurgen Barth could race. Gerry Marshall 
failed to come to agreement to hire Raymond 
Touroul’s Carrera, so that non-started; too. 
Engine problems accounted for a. Jolly Club 


‘Escort and the two Arian Mazdas, although one 


made an effort to qualify, but the engines were 
not ready despite mammoth operations. A similar 


problem meant that neither Alec Poole nor Derek. 


McMahon started in their Escort, a difficult task 
anyway as Silverstone fell between the European 
G2 rounds at Mugello and Brno. It just wasn’t 


practical. ; : 

This load of non-starters reduced the entry fror 
a healthy 27 toa sparse 18, but at least the qualit 
was still there. The race saw a new dimensio 
from BMW. This was to be the race for the debu 
of their new CSL. turbo. Porsche also had 
rather less important new dimension, in that th 
first of their G4} kits appeared on an ordinar 
Porsche Carrera turbo, so there was plenty c 
interest in the paddock. : 

The BMW turbo emergence was no real su! 
prise, except that firstly it had not appeare 
earlier, and that secondly this particular car ha 


- not even turned a wheel when it. arrived i 


England on Tuesday. Bodily, it was the same a 
the semi-works customer cars of. Schnitze 


' Alpina and Hermetite, with the light body an 


parts. However, under the bonnet there wer 
changes, of course, and it ran on 19ins wheels fo 
which Goodyear had developed a special tyre. (Th 
Martini Porsche turbo also runs on 19ins wheel: 
but those are shod by Dunlops). The new BMV 
had a 3.2-litre engine which was fed by two turbc 
chargers. The latter had been built specially b: 
Josef Schnitzer and gave 0,9, boost against the 1. 
of Porsche. However,.in this trim, the car gave. 

henomenal 750bhp. It was hoped that it migh 
be a Porsche beater, but about its current stat 
Jochen Neerpasch, the Managing Director o 
BMW Motorsport, was less than optimistic, an 
hoped that it might last to the first fuel stop 
Drivers were Ronnie Peterson, the former work 
driver, and Gunnar Nilsson. Strangely, an 
amusingly for us, Gunnar had only driven in on 
previous saloon event, when he raced a ShellSpor 
Mexico in our Windsor Castle public house tean 


- when we raced against the Victoria pub. It is stil 
‘his only saloon race. . . . 


While interest centred around the BMW 
between their camp and Porsche’s was the grea 


blue artic of Egon Evertz,. which disgorged on 


G4 Carrera for Lella Lombardi and Heinz Martin 
and one G4} turbo for Evertz himself and Les 
Kinnunen. Evertz is a chess-playing welding 
specialist from Solingen in West Germany; hi: 
company deals with the major steel works o 
Germany, repairing expensive ingot moulds, ant 
also with the British Steel Corporation. One of hi: 
Carreras had a bad accident at Vallelunga and 
while it was being repaired by Porsche, it wa 


Porsche kit on the car. This kit can be purchaset 
from the company and fitted by the works o 
privately. It consists of a rear wing kit, whicl 
makes quite a difference to the rear of the car 


-wheel arch extensions, wider tyres ‘and wheels. I 


this case, Kinnunen was finding that he got a 
extra second off the wide wheels and two second: 


‘from the big rear wing, even though nothing has 


actually been done to the engine; indeed, their ca 
is 60 kilos heavier than the works car, as thei 
engine was 3 litres and the works one 2.8. The big 
wing, it appears, gives a better to the car 
and in this case Evertz made up the third ca 
running on the high 19ins rear wheels. 
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2 lot earber then that. On the previous "Wee 
day, Goodyear had held their t day for the 
BMWs. and Friday afternoon was given over 4s 
an open test session for anyone in the race. First 
indication of times came when the turbo BMW 

down to the 1m 30s bracket on the Wednes- 

y- se lone some more times to aim at, so 
when the show got on the road on turday Ame 
one had the idea that 1m 27s would be about pole 
time for the Porsche turbo of Mass and Ickx, 
surely the favourites for the race. 

Practice unfolded in an interesting way. After 
losing one engine in the Friday practice when it 
ate a plug, the initial session was a bit of a shock 
for the Martini Porsche. Running with the flat 
nose (the one with the lights in the spoiler rather 
than in the front bodywork as on the road cars), 
Mass was the quickest in the morning session on 
only 1m 29.30s. After changing over to the other 
nose (as the flat one gave too much downforce), 
battle was joined in the afternoon session with the 
BMW turbo and Ronnie Peterson. 

Bepe swede was really whirring round in the 
big BMW. Opposite the pits, he would come 
through the chicane, waving one wheel six inches 
in the air as he juggled with the wheel of the 
sliding car as it travelled perilously close to the 
edge of the track, lap after lap. It was a magni- 
ficent sight, causing one bearded and seasoned 
campaigner to remark, “they are using the 
chicane, aren’t they?” That’s the way it looked. It 
was the kind of demonstration that had pit 
wanderers crowding the rails to watch the man at 
work. Superb. xs 

At the chicane end of the pits, this must have 
been a daunting sight for the Martini Porsche 
team. Having been very neat and tidy, and also 
quickest in practice, J acky Ickx took the white, 
blue and red Porsche out on qualifying tyres for 
the final half-hour. At about the time the tyres 
were on their maximum, he was called in and out 
went Jochen Mass, somehow a bit neater and in 
the final few minutes of the session, late in the 
afternoon, Mass got down to 1:26.85, the only 
man to beat 1m 27s. In his stint, Ickx had made 
27.19, and both times were quicker than anyone 


else’s. 

Beside the Porsche on the grid then, it was 
maestro Peterson in the BMW. Still sorting the 
car, it was said, and yet it looked fantastic. In the 
morning, the turbo lost some pressure with a 
cracked inlet manifold and only Peterson got in 
some laps, while in the afternoon he took the lion’s 
share of driving, finishing up at 27.93. Nilsson 
only did six laps in total over the day, finishing up 
on 35.49, which may seem very slow for a works 
co-driver — except that he got down to lm 30s in 
50 laps on the Wednesday, so there was no worry. 

The next car up, on the second row of the grid, 
was the Hans Heyer/Bob Wollek Kremer- 
prepared G5 Porsche turbo. This still runs on 
1Gins wheels instead of the 19ins, but at least the 
car now has a little support from Shell. 

Their biggest problem in the mone was that, 
after a mere three laps in Heyer’s ands, the 
bypass for the turbo failed to operate; this built 
up pressure in the engine to 4.0 instead of 1.35, 
eich rather naturally blew a hole in the head. It 
was repairable for the race, but for the second 
session they had to make do with an engine 
100bhp down. Wollek as usual set the quicker 
time (29.90) while Heyer, on his first racing visit 
to Silverstone, was about 1.5s down on that. | 

Completing the second row of the two-two grid 
was the Evertz G4} Porsche turbo, the time 
naturally set by Kinnunen. However, it was some 
6s down on Mass’s time at 31.57 while Evertz, 
again a Silverstone newcomer, was. another 6s 
down. Their practice was roblem-free, although 
with the extra downforce from the big wing, they 
needed to adjust themselves to the car. 

The next two rows held all three of the 
customer/semi-works BMWs, the 3.5 CSLs built 
but not maintained by the works. Fastest of them 
all was Austrian Diet 
Memphis car, which Quester shared with 
Germany’s Albrecht Krebs. Quester looked fairly 
hairy for his 32.64, which was set once a new axle 
ratio had been flown in; in the afternoon, after 
Krebs had set his 32.76, the clutch pedal dis- 


erred when a bolt came loose and, having set. 
eir t 


A imes with the race engine, they called it a 
y- | 
Second quickest of the BMWs, completing the 
third row, was the Alpina/Faltz car of Harald 
Grohs/Hughes de Fierlandt. Grohs was only frac- 
tionally slower than Quester on 32.65, while de 
Fierlandt did fewer laps for his 35.08. Both times 
were set in the afternoon, as there was air in the 
braking system in the morning and they were 
getting too soft a pedal. Grohs was another not 
too controlled, and occasionally had chicane 


problems 
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ieter Quester’s Schnitzer/ 


The long road: ass (left) and Jacky Ickx push the clutchless Martini Porsche down Club 
Straight back to the pits. They were not allowed outside assistance. 
Kicking off the fourth row was the Hermetite | some 55bhp down on the 8 litres on 285bhp. The 
John Fitzpatrick/Tom Walkinshaw BMW. Both only alteration required were slightly smaller 
were in the 1m 33s bracket, with Fitz quicker in tyres. Faure set the 39.74 in his second session 
the morning on 33.36, but they were consistently | while Cooper qualified in the first, having to miss 
troubled by misfiring. This was a new engine _ the second in favour of a Shirley Bassey concert 
delivered on the Wednesday from the factory; to which he had contracted to take his wife. 
while it was OK on the brake, there was no The first of their rivals in the Porsche G4 field 
progression and the team believed that the fuel § was the Hubert Striebig/Anny-Charlotte Vernay/ 
injection was at fault. However, itthentranspired Guy Chasseuil G4 Porsche turbo. Rally star 
that the timing was 180deg out, but this was on Chasseuil was quickest on 39.96, but they were 
Saturday night. Things were put right for the not without their problems, for this French team 
Sunday, although not totally, which was to hada misfire and no spare engine, so they would 
become a point of contention in the pitslaterthat have to cure it somehow. Vernay was second 
day. quickest in the 41s, with Striebig in the 42s. 
Sharing the row with the English BMW was the ‘Another Porsche Carrera turbo was next, the 
first of the 2-litre cars, this the G5, BDA-powered G4 Evertz car driven by Lella Lombardi/Heinz 
Escort Mk2 of Martino Finotto/Umberto Grano, Martin, in which the lady set a 40.10 with Martin 
who had made the long trip from Italy. They were _1.5s slower. Their neighbours were the charming 
also quicker than all the G4 Porsches, Finotto Swiss Toyota team of Manfred Schurti/Walter 
setting 38.27, nearly 5s down on their neighbour. Frey/Paul Keller, of whom Schurti was quickest 
Grano was some 2s slower, but the car lapped on 40.71 having done the most laps. They were 


- alarmingly fast with an equally alarming trail of driving a rather long in the tooth 2-litre Celica 


oil smoke leaking from somewhere that was never giving 275bhp as opposed to Finotto’s 282bhp. 
traced throughout the weekend. . The car was three years old and the shell had done 
Row five was headed by the first of the G4 36 races in the Swiss championship, but the car 
Porsches, this not a turbo, nor a 3-litre, but the2.8 which the team had really wanted to bring was a 
version of our very own John Cooper/Nick Faure 2-litre Corolla which wasn’t ready. When it is, it 
in the former’s Modsports car. He has aturboon may be turbocharged too. 
order for these races, but it wasn’t ready, so he The final Carrera on the seventh row was that 
brought along the Modsports car, which was. of the Swedes Kurt Simonsen/Kenneth Leim in 


Star of practice and the early part of the race was Ronnie Peterson in the all-new works turbocharged 


W, but the car failed to last. 


their nomturbecharged Carrera sponsored by 
Vastku Simomsen was quickest in this 
amateur team on 41.40, with Leim not far behind. 
Their neighbour on the row was the Zip U 
Camaro of Reine Wissell/Stuart Graham, whic 
the Englishman practised at 42.74 to the Swede’s 
43.74. Both were taking it fairly easy due to the 
forthcoming Brno G2 round, but had clutch and 
brake problems plus a recurrence of powersteer- 
ing bothers. 

Heading the penultimate row, and some seven 
seconds down on the Camaro, was the Bob 
Neville/Derek Worthington MGB V8. With Roger 
Heavens organizing the pit work, this amateur 
team were enjoying themselves in Neville’s Mod- 
sports car. A minimal number of mods brought 

e car up to 200bhp, but they had fuel-feed 
problems with full tanks due to a pipe being 
crushed. Both were about the same timewise, 
Worthington setting the 49.27. Beside them was 
the Tony Brennan/Arthur Collier/Jody Carr 
RS2000 which Alec Poole and Brennan had ased 
in the TT last year, which was lapped quickest by 
Brennan on 50.88. The last starter was Ken 
Coffey and Belgian Eric Mandron in Coffey’s 
venerable RS2000 (‘‘a G1 body powered by a G1} 
engine”) which was some way down on 2m 00.44s. 
They could have been excluded, as the cut-off 
point for the 130 per cent rule was 1m 54.86s, but 
were allowed to stay. Their only problem was to 
keep out of everyone else’s way. 

One team who didn’t make the final grid was 
the French equipe of ‘‘Depnic”/Jean-Claude 
Aubriet in their BMW France ex-G2 3-litre CSL. 
After Depnic had set a 43.28, Aubriet had brain 
fade at Becketts while he was trying to select a 
gear, and, although the car went off fairly slowly, 
it was badly damaged and they bade farewell to 
the paddock late on Saturday night. 

So that was it, the grid would consist of 17 
starters. They were nicely lined up on Sunday for 
the crowd to inspect the cars before they went out 
to do battle. It looked like another hot day, but 
there were possibilities that it would rain later in 
theafternoon. , 


RACE 


With no warm-up on the morning of the race, the 
first engine noises were heard around 11.50, and 
when the flag dropped at noon the Six Hours of 
Silverstone was under way. That is, for all except 
Jacky Ickx on the pole, favourite for the race, and 
surely the fastest car on the track — but the 
Martini Porsche was destined to get no further 
than Becketts. Changing into third, the friction 

late disintegrated, and Ickx was sidelined. At 
Pecicatts, he was given useful advice from the 
Porsche mechanics. 

With the Porsche temporarily out, it had to be 
Peterson’s BMW leading, and sure enough, first 
Bp ante the chicane, it was the orange-and-white 
BMW, locking a brake and swinging through 
followed by Quester, Wollek, Fitzpatrick, 
Kinnunen and Grohs, before a gap to Schurti’s 
Toyota and the rest. 

Peterson’s lead seemed to be as much as 10s on 
lap 2, but Wollek wasn’t going to let him get away 
and soon detached himself from the following 
BMWs, who were playing with Kinnunen too. The 
Italian Escort, the Toyota, the British Porsche 
and the Swedish Porsche came next, while early 
pit visitors were the French entered turbo, which 
was still misfiring and was to change almost 
everything it sald over the next few hours, and 
the Irish Escort with a condenser leadlose. __ 

Up front, Peterson and Wollek slowly closed 
the gap; Kinnunen had _ shaken off the BMWs, led 
now by Quester before Grohs, with Fitzpatrick 
trying to find a way round. 

Then, before the half-hour mark even, Peterson 
pitted the leading turbo BMW. New tyres. It 
seemed that he had wanted something soft for the 
full load to keep the car sliding, but these were no 
good and had soon gone off; or maybe BMW 
had wanted to make a race of it over the 
first few laps with the Porsche. ... Anyway, after 
half an hour, only Bob Wollek and Leo Kinnunen 
in their G5. Porsches were on the same lap, 
followed by Quester, Grohs, Fitzpatrick and 
Peterson. The Swedish Porsche was a pit visitor. 
with a broken fan pulley, which took 16 minutes 
to replace. 

Meanwhile, the crowd was entertained by a real 
ee type drive. He was soon by Fitz and 

s, and the two dropped back into their battle 
briefly before Grohs flat-spotted a tyre and 
headed for the pits, which left Fitz alone. 
Peterson, meanwhile, was picking off the other 
BMWs and found himself m second place when 
Kinnunen stopped early to hand over to Evertz. 

Before the first hour was up, quite a lot took 
place. The Camaro was in trouble with handling 
and Wisell pitted frequently with brake troubles, 
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Porsche with 2 broken tappet, which took & 
minutes to mend. Grohs was another visitor 
again, while the French Carrera was in and out 
again as usual. 

The Martini Porsche story was moving into a 
new chapter. Having tried to repair the car in the 
field, it was decided to get it back to the pits, 
which had to be done by the drivers. Ickx and 
Mass pushed the 935 down Club Straight. There 
the mechanics fell on the car and, in 12 minutes, 
had the engine out. Getting at the clutch was a 
different matter, and it took about 20 minutes to 
wrestle the gearbox off the engine, everyone, 
includng Mass, levering with some tool and 
generally gouging up the old clutch. Finally, well 
into the second hour, it came off, the clutch was 
taken out (or rather fell out), a new one was put in, 
the engine was fitted back into the car and, after 
1} hours, the Porsche went out again. But that’s 
jumping ahead. 

At the hour mark, Wollek lead from Peterson, 
both on the same lap, then Quester, Fitzpatrick, 
Evertz and a sizeable gap to Finotto’s rapid 
Escort. : 

While we watched the Martini clutch change, 
there was an unfamiliar noise from the turbo 
BMW engine; Peterson, did he miss a gear? 
Sounded like it. Just into that second hour, in he 
came to the pie After 43 laps, it was all over. Ten 
laps earlier, he had lost third, and now there was 
no fifth. As Jochen Neerpasch had feared, the car 
hadn't lasted to the first fuel stop. But what a 
spectacle we had had. 

_ The BMWs were making their stops, and 
especially Hermetite, for they found that in the 
first hour they had consumed eight gallons more 
than the other cars. This meant 40 laps instead of 
55 per fuel stop. It was down to their misfire 
roblem, and an unfortunate encounter between 
ivvy Shenton and Josef Schnitzer over the fuel 
pon Even so, at the 1} hour mark, they lay 
ourth, two laps behind the leader Heyer, with the 
Evertz Porsche and now Krebs in the Schnitzer 
car in between. Grohs was fifth before Martin in 
the second Evertz Porsche. ' 

Before the two-hour mark, two things were to 
come about. Firstly, Ickx rejoined. ‘‘We try to 
make a good show and the fastest lap,’ said 
Porsche engineer Norbert Singer with a rare 
smile. More smiling as Ickx gets his first pit 
signal: “-66 L”’. And yet more when the third lap 
is turned in at 1m 28s. Tremendous. ris 

The other thing that happened was that the 
Evertz Carrera pitted from second place for a 
quick refuelling stop, during which Evertz 
reported that the driveshaft was going; it might 
last half an hour. A spare was prepared, but it was 
never needed. 

Right on the two hour mark, the leader came 
into the pits. Routine stop, no problem, except 


- when he moved out of the pits. It stuttered, 


carried on a few yards, but it did not seem to be 
revving; clouds of smoke, it’s stopped. The 
mechanics rushed down and pulled him back to 
the pits. Wollek got out and the mechanics 
sparked into action. The turbo axle had broken. It 
was very ee it happened where it did, it could 
have blown the thing up. It book 15 minutes 
before the car fired up beautifully, and Wollek 
was on his way. 

So, at the two-hour mark, with the Kremer 
Porsche stationary, Krebs led from Walkinshaw, 
then Kinnunen, Wollek, de Fierlandt and Martin 
in the Evertz Porsche. Grano in the Italian Escort 
was about to have things all his own way, for the 
Toyota was in eoublo with fuel pressure 
problems; later a plug thread stripped, and finally 
It was overrevved and dropped a valve after a 
brave and fast run. 

But an interesting piece of one-upmanship was 
going on in the pits. The Hermetite team were 
aware of brake pad wear under Shenton’s 
guidance, and Walkinshaw lost time early in the 
second hour with a pad change. It was not until 
much later that the other BMW teams latched on 
to this problem. With this stop, Walkinshaw 
dropped out of an interesting battle, for Evertz 
was picking up on Quester. At the 2}-hour mark, 
he took the lead, now leading the three BMWs 
before Martin’s Porsche and Grano in the Escort. 
The Camaro was having great brake problems 
and pitting frequently, as was the French Porsche 
on which everything was still being changed. 

Before the three-hour mark, Evertz was in 
trouble. He lost over 5 minutes in the pits, 
partially due to bad pit work and partially due to 
having new brakes and tyres as the old ones were 
art up rubber. Thus, after three hours, 

rebs/Quester led on 111 laps, Walkinshaw was 
on 110 laps, Kinnunen had two laps fewer, de 
Fierlandt was another two laps down with 
Martin, and Wollek was now in sixth with Finotto 
seventh. Bob Neville had been charging along, 
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thrilling but abbreviated Game - The 
Grohs/de Fierlandt Alpina’Faltz BMW brakes for 
the chicane. 


and was eighth despite a spin. 

In the next half hour, there were two English 
retirements and onedisappearance. The latter was 
Tom Walkinshaw’s — he left to compete in 
Thruxton’s G1 race and put the Hermetite BMW 
in the capable hands of John Fitzpatrick, who took 
over with some new brake pads again (a dramatic 
change, for an airline came off one of the wheel 
wrenches, seemed to explode in the operator’s face, 
and we all jumped back three yards)..But he was 
OK, and carried on with admirable tenacity. The 
stop took 5} minutes, as one pad jammed, but at 
least it was all done. 

The Camaro had brake problems too. Like they 
had run out of them, both on the car and off. No 
more spares, no more brakes spells retirement. 
The Cooper/Faure Porsche too. After a good run 
lying tenth, the timing chain suddenly broke and 
came through the casing, and that’s instant 
retirement. 

The Hermetite stop cost the team second place, 
so at 3} hours, Quester had three laps over 
Kinnunen’s Evertz G5 Porsche turbo, then Fitz a 
‘ap down, de Fierlandt the same, and Heyer five 
behind him on the same lap as Martin. The BMW 
Alpina team was aware of the pad problem, and 
they started changing pads slowly during the 
stops. Right at the back, although still in front of 
the flying Martini Porsche, Ken Coffey had 
problems with dirt or foam in the fuel system, and 
this was to lose him nearly an hour. 
_-Just after four hours, the French Carrera’s 
prouens were solved when Anny-Charlotte 

ernay’s brakes caught fire and she spun at 
Becketts, setting fire to the grass. The car was 
scarcely damaged, but covered in foam, racing 
cars do not continue. At this time, the Evertz 
Porsche turbo started to sound woolly and the 
exhaust seemed to be hanging off. With Evertz 
driving, the car didn’t go too well, but before the 
4} hour mark he was in the lead. 

With a fine lead, it seemed as though Quester 
and Krebs had it tied up in the Schnitzer BMW, 
but then quite suddenly, a rod let go on Krebs 
round at Stowe, and the car pulled off at Club. It 
was all over for them. 

So at 43 hours, Evertz led with 162 laps in front 
of Fitz on 160 and Wollek one behind them. Fitz 
had an unscheduled stop when the fuel light came 
on, a problem which has occurred before: 
suddenly the car only picks up from the collector 
tank. In a three-minute stop, they bypassed the 
fuel filter, which could have been causing the 
problem. 

Even at this stage, the whole race seemed to be 
hotting up. There was nearly an hour and a half to 
go, but Fitz was throwing the car round like a 
gifted madman, superb stuff, lapping consistently 
‘fast with Kinnunen, after a stop, lapping carefully 
around 1m 38s. The crowd sensed a kill in some 
way, and at the five-hour mark they could see Fitz 
right with Kinnunen. ; 

At this stage, it was thought that Evertz and 
Hermetite would stop once, while the Kremer 
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This week's 
centre spread 


Few of Silverstone’s 13,000 spectators 
can have been less than delighted 
when Hermetite’s. BMW CSL crossed 
the line first at 6pm last Sunday. 
Hermetite have flown the flag for 
Britain almost alone in international 
long-distance racing over the past 
couple of years, and after trials and 
tribulations in their Silhouette 
Formula racing this year, it all came 
good for John _ Fitzpatrick/Tom 
Walkinshaw in front of the home 


crowd. 
Photo: David Winter 


.and, needless to. say, 


The BMW 3.3 Liis a new, long-chassis version of 
the big six-cylinder car. The engine, which has a 
slightly shorter stroke than its predecessor, has 
been specially developed for this luxury 
limousine. It is a straight-six with a chain-driven 
overhead camshaft, operating the inclined valves 
through rockers. As usual, it is of extremely rigid 
construction with a fully-counterbalanced seven- 
bearing crankshaft. For maximum performance 
with minimum pollution, Bosch L-jetronic fuel in- 
jection and_ electronic 
standardized. 

Also new is the ZF automatic transmission with 
a fluid torque converter and _ three-speed 
pretery box. The independent suspension of all 

our wheels follows normal BMW geometry, with 
a MacPherson front end and semi-trailing arms 
behind. Power-assisted steering is standard and 
all four brake discs are slotted for ventilation,; 
while there are four-cylinder calipers in front with 
two separate hydraulic circuit <. 

The body is what the Germans call a limousine, 
but as it has no division or eae occasional 
seats it would be described here as a long-chassis 
saloon. It has leather upholstery and the equip- 
ment is lavish beyond belief, as the data panel 
shows. Refrigerated air-conditioning is standard, 
as are wipers and washers for the headlamp 
glasses, an electrically-operated sun roof and 


electrical control of the external rear-view mirror. . 


the door windows are 
electrically raised and lowered. 
The doors are easy to enter and the seats are 


There is separate sh for the rear passengers 


comfortable, that for the driver having an extra 


adjustment for height, and the steering column is 
also adjustable. He has a good all-round view, but 
a short driver needs the extra height adjustment 
to secure an unobstructed rear view for reversing. 

The engine starts instantly, hot or cold, and 
runs steadily and evenly while warming up. The 
automatic transmission is up to the best 
American standards, being smooth in its changes 
yet wasting no time. There is never any aan of 
temperament, even after the BMW has been 
crawling or sitting in traffic blocks. 

Although the spacious body provides room for 
the occupants to stretch their legs, both front and 
rear, this does not seem a particularly large car 
from the driver’s seat. It does mot behave like a 
luxury car, either, being much more sporting than 
one would expect. Standing starts are not 
particularly quick and there is no wheelspin, but 
once the car is on the move, the acceleration 
becomes fierce. A 0-100mph time of 22.6s after a 
leisurely getaway is really something. 

The maximum speed of 125mph is easily 
reached, and might well be exceeded on a longer 
straight. A genuine 120mph comes up in a sur- 
Pprisingly short distance. The engine is very 
smooth, but it emits an unmistakable song of six 
cylinders from the twin exhaust systems. There is: 
an efficient mechanical hum, too, which is 
certainly not at all noisy, but more audible than is 
usual in a limousine. On some road surfaces, there 
is a fair amount of tyre noise and the roar of the 
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ignition have been. 


‘‘Sports-limousine’’ from BMW 


wind cannot he ignored at speeds above 100mph. 

That may seem harsh criticism, but let us not 
forget that this is an £11,000 car. It would seem 
that the makers have deliberately built a new kind 
of luxury car, with the emphasis laid on the 
driver’s pleasure rather than on the smooth, silent 
ride of the rear passengers. The suspension is 
effective, but there is more up-and-down 
movement than most limousines exhibit. If this is 
an owner-driver’s car, BMW have their priorities 
right, but as a chauffeur-driven vehicle it could do 
with a softer ride and better sound-damping. 

The car is well-balanced on corners, generally 
with moderate understeer. The power-assisted 
steering reaches very high standards indeed, 
giving extremely easy Bare, ee providing 
ee of feel of the road during fast cornering. 

is is a heavy car, but the weight must be 
carried low, for it feels very sure-footed and does 
not roll to excess, which is important for the 
passengers’ comfort. 

Certainly, the weight does not worry the 
brakes. After hard driving, there is remarkably 
little smell of hot pads, nor do the hubs exude 
bubbling grease, as often happens with otherwise 
well-behaved cars. Yet, this is quite a lot of motor 
car to stop. 

The heating and ventilation work well, although 


-it would need summer weather to test the refriger- 


ation eel eee I was amused to notice that 
whenever I exceeded 120mph, the heater nearl 
set light to my gent’s natty socks, althoug 
whether this was due to the aerodynamic ram 
effect or increased heat output from the power 
unit, I would not know. Anyway, it’s of regret- 
tably little interest nowadays, I suppose. 

By having a smaller and more efficient engine 
than other luxury cars, the big BMW does gain in 
petrol consumption, and many owners will see 
20mpg on a run, instead of the usual 12mpg 
misery of the super-cars. It’s an impressive 
machine with an attractive interior and very well 
finished. In spite of the contradiction in terms, I 
would call it a sports-limousine! 


four headlamps clean at all times. 


Centrally pivoted arms with wiper blades keep all 


SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA 

eet anes BMW 3.3 Li 4-door saloon, price £10,999 including cz 
ax VAT. 

Pi Six cylinders 89 x 86mm (3205cc). Compression ratio 9.0:] 
200bhp DIN at 5500rpm. Chain-driven overhead camshaft. Bosch | 
etronic fuel injection. Transistorised. 

ransmission: Fluid torque converter and 3-speed automati 
planetary gearbox, with oil-cooler and central gear selector, ratio: 
1.0, 1.45, and 2.39 to 1. Hypoid final drive, ratio 3.45 to 1. 
Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis. MacPherson indeper 
dent front suspension. Power-assisted worm and roller steerin 
gear. Independent rear suspension by semi-trailing arms, co 
springs, and telescopic dampers. Servo-assisted ventilated dis 
brakes all round with four front cylinders, dual twin circuits, an 
ead limiting valve. Bolt-on light-alloy wheels, fitted 195VR 14 tube 

res. 


“Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev 


counter. Fuel and water temperature gauges. Heating, demisting 
and ventilation system with refrigerated air conditioning. Heate: 
rear window. Electrically-operated door windows and sun roo 
Wipers and washers for screen and headlights. Electrically-operate: 
rear view mirror. Flashing direction indicators with hazard warning 
Reversing lights. Fog lamps. Radio with electric aerial. Tinted glass. 
Dimensions: Wheelbase, 10ft 2ins. Track, 4ft 10ins/4ft 1lins 
Overall length, 15ft 9ins. Width, 5ft 9ins. Weight, 1} tons (approx). 
Performance: Maximum speed, 125mph. Standing quarter-mile 
16.6s. Acceleration: 0-30mph, 3.4s; 0-5O0mph, 6.6s; 0.60mph, 9.05 
0-80mph, 13.2s; 0-100mph, 22.6s. 

Fuel consumption: 17 to 21 mpg. 
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PHILIP BULLMAN 


Young Essex driver Philip Bullman is exactly the 
sort of person one should keep in mind for the 
future. So far this season he has turned in the sort 
of performances which cause people to ask just 
who Philip Bullman is and where he appeared 
from. But those performances haven’t always 
been capped with results, and Bullman has been 
going through one of those aggravating periods in 
a Formula Ford driver’s life when he gets caught 
up in everyone else’s accident and never. causes 
Bre himself. But hopefully that won’t last too 
ng. 

Bullman is just 20 years old, from Billericay in 
Essex. Like so many- drivers, when he got 
interested in the sport he immediately went to 
Jim Russell’s school at Snetterton, where he 
completed the course and took in five races, four 
of which he won. aa ; 

With the family behind his aims and ambitions, 
Bullman went out and bought a Crosslé 30F and a 
bus, and smartened the two up into an equipe, so 
that now paddock wanderers know when 
Racing has arrived. For a driver who is having his 
first season, it is a smart way to go racing. 

On the track, there have been a number of 
incidents lately. At the International Trophy 
meeting, Bullman rammed the chicane early in the 
race after being put off by another driver spinning 
in front of him, and at Thruxton over Easter, he 
found himself spinning into the chicane with Rod 
Bremner. Since then, his results have been rather 
lower than before, but at least without incident, 
and he won at Brands ten days ago. 

Bullman, who works for his uncle’s ship 
chandling and freight firm in Limehouse, London, 
is not the sort of man who is going to hang around 
and wait to be a Formula Ford champion. Once he 
has had a year’s intensive FF experience, then 
he’s moving up, probably into Formula 3. It will 
be the sort of well-charted career which needs to 
be followed, and as well as the planning there is 
also talent and training, so it may well succeed. 
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PETER HARRINGTON | 


“T have been interested in racing since I tried to | 


turn over my pedal car at the age of about four.”’ 
A conversation with Peter Harrington conveys an 
Rr of a real enthusiast. Peter is a 33-year- 
old civil engineer, a National Water Board Train- 
ing Officer, who is also a dominating force in 
northern FF1600 with his neighbour Ed Praxel’s 
five-year-old Lotus 69F. 

Peter only passed his driving test at. the third 
attempt — “driving too fast’”.— and then pro- 
ceeded to hurtle round his native Scunthorpe, 
“driving Minis under ‘lorries’. A _ student 
apprenticeship with Jaguars fell through because 
he failed his A-levels through spending all his 


time rebuilding a 1933 MG. However, the Water 


Board sent him to Sheffield University for a B.Sc 
in Civil Engineering, which he gained in 1971. 
Meanwhile Peter had fulfilled his ambition to 


race when, in 1964, he bought a Lotus 11 “with. 


£175 and an overdraft”. He was then utterly 


naive about racing and remembers the reaction of 
an Oulton scrutineer: “Get rid of it lad, before it 
kills you!’’ When the steering column collapsed at 

Croft, Peter’s respect for scrutineers increased. 
... A TR4 and the ex-Crabtree Lotus 7 followed,. 


and with the latter he gained BTD first time out 
at Sandtoft (‘Now I was certain I was going to be 
World Champion”) and a few other wins, although 
the car was unreliable, “through poor prepara- 
tion”. Unfortunately, the University course 
meant a drop in salary and racing had to stop. 
Part two of the Harrington racing career began 
in 1970 when a maturer Peter bought a Merlyn- 
Steele Mk11A, a sound combination, which gave 


him a lap record at Rufforth third time out. He 


took a number of seconds and thirds but was still 
so short of money that he had to borrow to buy a 
block after a Mallory blow-up. However, he then 
received his first sponsorship, £250 from Archer 
& Sharpe Plant Hire: ‘It seemed a fortune to me 
at the time”. For 1972 Peter built the lightweight 
Cougar with which he won his first two races. 
Further sponsorship from Archer & Sharpe and 
Kass Construction allowed him to purchase a 
good ex-Ian Scheckter Scholar, and with this he 
won eight consecutive races. The rebodied Cougar 
gave him an excellent year in 1973, winning 21 


races (more than any other single-seater driver. 


that year) and the Tate Championship. 

After moving to near Matlock Peter got to 
know American Ed Praxel, and was offered the 
drive. However, one day at Scholars Peter learned 
that Merlyn needed a driver. To his delight, a deal 
was fixed for him to drive the works Mk29. Alas, 
the car was not fully developed and after a few 
races Peter returned it — somewhat disillusioned. 
Despite doubts about the competitiveness of the 
elderly Lotus, Peter then took up Ed’s offer. The 
car was a revelation, “about the best handling car 
I’d ever driven’. Recent events have proved that 
the impeccably prepared_69F can leave some 
highly-rated FF combinations dazzled by its 


' polished gearbox. 


Peter was married (to Nadine) last year, but this 
hasn’t altered his now completely level-headed 
attitude to racing. For the future he is considering 
FF2000 or Libre racing, but intends to continue in 
the north, where he considers the atmosphere is 
better for sheer enjoyment. And that’s what 
Peter gets out of racing. 


RICK MORRIS 


“Rob Wicken accused me of having an illegal 
engine and John Sheldon said I must be using a 
bent engine” is how Rick Morris sums up reaction 
to his first public appearance in a motor race at 
Brands Hatch four years ago. Clearly he must 
have created quite an impression with the local 
hot shoes of the time for his ageing Hawke DL2B 


finished fourth and neither accusation proved 


correct. Since then this 29-year-old car salesman 
for the Tricentrol Group has concentrated on 
racing FF1600 Hawkes with ever increasin 
success until he must now be reckoned as one o 
the men to beat and ready to move to a more_ 


_ senior formula. 


While working in the advertising department of 
Motor Rick decided to invest £50 in a series of 
lessons at Motor Racing Stables which led to his 
first race in which he took pole position in one of 
the school’s Lotus 51s. On the second lap, while 
challenging for the lead, he spun off and decided 
to acquire his own car, the ex-works Hawke DL2B 
once raced by Tony Roberts. Although both the 
car and its Holbay engine were unfashionable by 
1972, the combination was good enough for a 
couple of fastest laps in Wella championship 
rounds ‘‘and several spectacular prangs. It was a 
little hairy,”’ muses Rick. 

However, by the end of 1973 his exploits had 
attracted the attention of David Lazenby who 
offered a favourable deal on a new DL11 chassis 
for 1974. Scholar provided an engine and Rick 
joined the bunch who regularly disputed second 
place behind Richard Morgan and his all-con- 
quering Crosslé. Five or six wins were inter- 
sper with several more crashes so that, before 
the season was over, Rick had retired from the 
familiar complaint of cash shortage, all his racing 
so far having been financed from his own pocket 
assisted by the Hawke and Scholar deals. 

Lazenby still had faith, though, and a similar 


“deal was offered for 1975 on a DL12, again 


Scholar-powered, and this time everything 
worked out. Some eleven or twelve wins through- 
out the season brought him second place to Geoff 
Lees in the British Air Ferries championship and 
fourth in the Brands Hatch-based Townsend 
Thoresen series. The BAF success and his loyalty 
to Hawke brought him inevitably into contact 
with Mike Keegan, who helped him find the 
Oceanair Freight sponsorship to run one of the 
four yellow Hawke DL15s in this year’s races in 
which they have made such an impact. 


. For the future, Rick has set his sights on F3 if 


sponsorship can be found, although if all else fails 
he would like it known that he is a better part- 
time window cleaner than David Kennedy. . . . 
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Home-grown talent 


Mr Collier (Correspondence May 6) asks your 
readers not to think his letter about our driver 
David Lang is “sour grapes”. OK! 

For some time now, though, there has been a 
very considerable lack of interest in the lower 
levels of British motor racing, both commercially 
and from the publicity point of view, and we 
would therefore contend that the publicity the 
Winfield scheme is attracting is for the benefit of 
all competitors. A number of words have been 

ken about the lack of “home-grown talent”’ in 

1/F2. Similarly, a lot has been said about the 

upsurge in French driver fortunes over recent 
years. 

Well, it hasn’t happened by accident. Shell, and 
latterly Elf, have used our Winfield schools at 
Magny-Cours and Le Castellet for some time and 
together we have evolved a system for helping 

ifted drivers make a mark in motor racing. It has 

n a professional effort. 

ast May, we opened our school at Goodwood. 

have, in Pace Petroleum, a dynamic company 
who are making it possible for us to lay similar 
foundations here. In all categories of racing there 
are shoestring efforts and properly budgeted 
ones; ours is not a big budget operation, but there 
is a difference between scratching and doing it 
properly. One either tolerates scratching around, 
or one does not. If your correspondent looks 
around the paddock next time he is at any Novice 
FF1600 round, he will see teams with at least as 
much equipment as we have, and 1976 cars to go 
with them. : 

To be fair, David Lang has attracted the 
publicity because he deserves it. He has beaten 

eople who have had almost equal opportunity, 
air and square. However, as the rules now stand, 
the points David has scored in the Townsend 
rounds exclude him from scoring any more in the 
Novice rounds, anyway. 


By the way, Howden and Tim have asked us to 


mention that their Tiga products are not ex- 

clusive to us, and Dennis Rowland will sell replica 

Screamer engines as used by Winfield! 

ASCOT, BERKS. MIKE KNIGHT 
Winfield Racing School 


Caravan capers 


Your recent reports of the International Caravan 
Rally would seem to indicate that Tony Pond and 
Dan Grewer would have won this rally but for 
some superficial damage to their caravans. 

Not so. A simple substraction of 30 minutes 
from the final aggregates of Tony and Dan gives 
them a joint third place. Lyle Cathcart’s Vauxhall 
Victor outfit did not steal first place, he won it 
fairly, 22 seconds ahead of the best works out- 
fits/driver combinations which Leyland and Opel 
could muster. 

If a hard luck story should be emphasized, it is 
that of third place man Chris Daisy. He lost a 
certain second overall by just brane: (not 
toppling) a track marker cone during‘ the Silver- 
stone tests. But for this slightest of indiscretions, 
Vauxhall/Caravans International outfits would 
have taken the first two places. 

Give credit where it is due. This outright 
victory is a culmination of years of effort by Team 
Lee Davy/Drake and Fletcher. Five times pre- 
viously, they have won the team award. They ob- 
viously know a thing or two. 

Cathcart gave due notice of his talent and in- 
tentions when he won outright the Chico Rally in 
the same Vauxhall Victor at the end of February. 
And would you believe it? Chris Daisy was second 
in his Avenger. Methinks we shall hear more of 
Messrs Cathcart and Daisy! 


ROYSTON, HERTS. BILL BLYDENSTEIN 


Rules is rules 


Is Tony Pond a hooligan? Your Reflections piece 
(May 6) about his activities in the Lombard 
Caravan Rally make me think so. An entry for the 
event may have been a big joke to him, but there 
were others with a completely different, more pro- 
fessional approach to the competition. Like the 
winners, Lyle Cathcart/Mike Cockle with their 


Vauxhall/Sprite outfit. In view of this result, I| 


also find it hard to reconcile Pond’s statement 
“we led the rally from start to fimish, and the 


Triumph dominated the event”. Wasn't he 33rd, 
or something? 

Having fun on events is all part of the motor 
sport scene. I hope Tony will continue to enjoy 
himself on many more rallies, but he will have to 
learn that when organizers make rules about what 
is allowed and what is not allowed, he must abide 
by them. If the man says “no damage”, he means 
“no damage”. Living within the rules isn’t easy — 
as McLaren found at Jarama. 

Sr. ALBANS, HERTS. R. MERCER 


Siding with Roy 


AUTOSPORT has taken on a new image — a halo. 
We have Mr Titchmarsh, who sees fit liberally to 
lace race reports with his _holier-than-thou 
sermons. On the basis that people in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones, I therefore presume that 
this person has never committed a crime. Never 
broken a speed limit, driven dangerously, fed a 
parking meter, returned from holiday without de- 
claring that odd packet of cigarettes in excess or 
that extra bottle of wine, accepted too much 
change, etc. etc. Truly a unique individual. 

Then of course there is Nick ‘does anybody love 
me baby” Brittan. What does he feed on? Acid 
drops alternated with sour grapes? It is almost 
unbelievable that anyone can continue the fort- 
nightly quota of spite. And what, tell me, has he 
ever done to justify his superior attitude? 

I met Roy James at Brands in 1963, and at a 
couple of other meetings when, without doubt, he 
was a fast-risihg star. Had it not been for his 
unfortunate conviction and subsequent sentence, 
who knows what he would have achieved? But 
let’s say World Champion. Over the last 12 years 
he has kept hoping that he would be able to return 
to the sport he loves so much. He has a great 
number of friends and wellwishers in racing who 
-would be delighted to see him achieve this come- 
back. I think it pertinent that his critics appear to 
judge him only by highly exaggerated and some- 
times untrue press reports. I count myself 
privileged to know him well, and my admiration 
and pride have deepened overthe years. __ 

Isn’t it time we left the past behind and became 
aware of present day facts? Like the one that 
whether or not he was involved in the robbery, he 
has now served 12 years (some might say what 
would have been his best 12 years) of imprison- 
ment for it, and has, therefore, paid in full his debt 
to society. Should everyone then not accept this 
fact, and let him get on with what he wants to do? 
It was never going to be easy for Roy to race 
successfully again, so let’s give him some 
encouragement instead of this unwarranted 


sniping. 

Jody Scheckter wrote off two F.1 cars in a week, 
and nobody said much about that. A real crime. 

Let Messrs Titchmarsh and Brittan go out in a 
Formula Atlantic after 12 years’ lay-off, and see 
how they get on. But I suspect that apart from 
driving ability, they collectively lack Roy’s guts. 
Guts, determination, perseverance and willpower 
that I only saw equalled in one other man — 
Graham Hill. 

I firmly believe that, given a competitive car, 
Roy can win again. What he needs right now is a 
sponsor with enough vision to see eyond this 
transition period, to where, I have no doubt, the 
rewards lie. 

DuNS, BERWICKSHIRE 


Baird fan 


Without wishing to detract from his excellent 
victory, just what does a driver have to do to beat 
Jim Walsh to the title of Driver of the Day at 
Silverstone? 

After breaking the lap record in practice, Stuart 
Baird drove what must have been his best race to 


MICHELLE BURNS-GREIG 


date in the FF2000 event on April 25, heading a 


field containing drivers of proven ability in 
Clubmans F3 and Atlantic racing. 

Accordingly, would it be appropriate for a 
representative of the selection committee to 
remind us of their brief in this matter? 


BERKSWELL, WARKS. A, BULL 


Manx stages 


I should like to correct the misleading statement ‘ 


in your Circuit of Ireland report (April 29) that 


* 


- formula racmg — 


| NORWICH, NORFOLK 


135 stage miles are “rather more than the total 
Manx Rally quota”. I do not know to which Manx 
Rally Peter Newton refers, but last year we had 
approximately 200 stage miles, and this will be 
increased for 1976. 

We hope to welcome Peter to the island m 
September! 
DOUGLAS, ISLEOF MAN NEIL HANSON 
Clerk of the Course 
Castrol Manx Trophy Rally 


Free sports cars 


I agree with your Comment. A new national 2-litre 
sports car formula would prove once and for all 
the lack of following that sports cars have in 
Britain. But an allcomers series (your suggestion, 
plus Modsports etc.) — that could surprise a lot of 
people. ‘ 
Internationally, sports car racing has (despite 
the efforts of the PIA) been generally of good 
quality. The cars have been interesting, the racing 
close (in GT’s if not always in prototypess the 
drivers colourful and willing :to race the great 


- classic circuits — all this has passed the British 


enthusiast by. An open series could show us what 
we've all been missing. 

In addition, the series could improve the stan- 
dard of competition for those enthusiasts in the 
Clubmans, Modsports and: 2-litre sports car 
classes — and form the basis for international 
competition for more British teams. 

So — yes please, BRSCC and RAC — more 
sports car racing, but allcomers, not another new 
national formula. 


HENLEY, OXON. TREVOR I. CAMPBELL 


Poor James | 


I am sure I write for the vast majority of racing 
enthusiasts when I offer my heartfelt sympathy 
to James Hunt on his being “robbed” of his fine 
win at Jarama. 

I am also sure that he will still be feeling as dis- 
appointed over this as I and.many others. 

If rules are to be applied all-round, then apply 
all the rules, to all the people, all of the time. Or 
forget them all, and let’s get back to “free” 
preferably at Spa, the 
Nurburgring and other real circuits. 

TERRY WRIGHT 


Executioner 


I have reason to believe that your Nick Brittan 
and the alive-and-well Rudolph Hess are one and 
the same. Please keep tags on him — I wish to 
catch him and gas him. He has already caused 
enough damage to the establishment. 

LONDON W. C. BOTLE 


Then as now? 


From AUTOSPORT 25 years ago - May 11, 
1951: 


Sidelight on the Circuit of Ireland. Cyril | 
Corbishley, with no time at all in hand, was 

making swift going along an Irish by-road 
when suddenly a large hen appeared im- 
mediately in front of him. There was no 
time for avoiding action, so the wretched 
bird had to be sacrificed. The fowl, 
suddenly realizing this; decided to become 
airborne, and in fact Cyril very nearly 
managed to pass underneath it. But not 
quite. Amid a flurry of feathers, the top of 
the radiator made violent contact withthe 
south end of the hen (pointing north). Asif _ 
in reply, the unfortunate bird dischargeda __ 
complete assembly line full of half-built | 
eggs, which splattered all over the wind- 
screen. The half-blinded crew reached over 
to try to scrape them off, but at that — 
moment a heavy rain shower developed, — 
and in a flash the screen was covered with _ 
beautiful custard! 


+ 


Below: Tony Dron clips a kerb 
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THRUXTON 


Above: Silverstone winner Walkinshaw leads Spice and Rouse in the Keith Prowse founae par robe: 
on his way toa well deserved fourth place in the BP F3 round. 


Walkinshaw’s other win 


For many, Thruxton was the place to be last 
Sunday, the summer weather complementing an 
excellent seven-race BARC programme. 
Naturally, on a Keith Prowse Raceday, the 
RAC/Keith Prowse Touring Car Championship 
race took precedence and, indeed, was just the 
ticket, with another titanic struggle between the 
Dolomite Sprint of Andy Rouse and the Team 
Castrol Capri of Tom Walkinshaw. The Scot, 
having had a stint in the Hermetite BMW round 
Silverstone already, was in a determined mood 
and held the initiative throughout, even though 
Rouse broke his class record. Tony Lanfranchi’s 
Opel held off Derrick Brunt’s BMW to take 
Britax Group 1 honours, and Nick Whiting’s 
runaway win in the Simoniz race completed the 
saloon results. Rupert Keegan kept his well used 
BAF March 743 calmly in front of Italian Bruno 
Giacomelli in the Formula 3 race in a repeat of 
their Easter Monday dice. Giacomelli spun the 
works March, letting Keegan accumulate more 
BP points with Mike Young (Modus) finishing a 
strong second. There was a Hawke one-two-three 
in the Townsend Thoresen FF1600 race, Derek 
Daly taking a superbly controlled win from Rick 
Morris and Derek Warwick, while a similar show 
of strength in the Sytner Clubmans race saw Nick 
Adams’s Team Camborough Mallock lead home 
team patron Creighton Brown for their first ever 
one-two finish. 
Unfortunately Vince Woodman’s new 3.4-litre 24- 
valve Capri had fuel pressure problems in the 
assembly area (see Sports Extra) but, having 
managed to start the car, the amiable Bristolian 
joined the rear of the grid. He should have been 
able to catch Nick Whiting’s All Car Equipe 
Escort in this Simoniz round, but it was not to be. 
Whiting put up another immaculate performance 
to lead from start to finish, while Woodman only 
got as high as third before the fuel pressure 
ain. Tony Sugden’s Brook Hire 1800 
Escort withstood some lively attacks from 
Graham Goode’s very fast 1300 Escort to take 
second place, while behind Woodman im fourth 
came cae Morgan's Jaguar. This venerable car 
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pulled away from Brian Prebble’s Hartwell nop 
and Dale Minton’s well driven Anglia, whic 
suffered from overheating. Phil Winter and Tom 
Pitcher went strongly in their Minis (Winter being 
in front of Goode on the first lap), but both had 
fanbelt problems. 

A wet and a dry practice session had led to an 
unusual grid for the Townsend Thoresen Formula 
Fords, but it was three familar yellow Hawkes in 
the lead at the end of lap 1, Derek Daly, having 
made a superb start, pullng away from Rick 
Morris and Derek Warwick. These two dived past 
each other at every opportunity, using all 
available road, and after contact several times 
Warwick’s steering broke on the last lap; but he 
still had sufficient bravery to challenge Morris at 
Club. They touched wheels, but Morris scrambled 
through inches ahead. A long way behind, a 
dejected John Bright found his narrow track 
Royale oversteering badly and was having to lift 
round the fast back stretch; this allowed Philip 


. Bullman to nip ahead in his Crosslé, but a deter- 


mined Bright redressed the balance at Club on the 
last lap. Kenny Gray came next, suffering similar 
problems to Bright in his Scorpion Royale RP21, 
and he had great difficulty in warding off Bobby 
Scott (Merlyn), Clive Power (Dulon) and Peter 
Orlando (Dastle), this dice proving highly enter- 
taining. Newcomer David Lang helt a strong 
early fifth before the Tiga’s gear linkage came 
apart. 

The Britax Group 1 race was full of thrills, with 
Tony Lanfranchi’s smart Marshall/Wingfield 
Monorep Commodore leading Derrick Brunt’s 
Manitou BMW and the impressive MacInnes 
Amcron Alfa Romeo GTV of Jon Dooley. Behind, 
a mighty battle waged, Nick Whiting’s Magnum 
leading John Brindley (Mazda), Rod Birley 
(Capri), Jeff Allam (Magnum), Brian Pepper 
(Opel), Graham Miles (BMW) and Eric Cook 
(Mazda). Whiting’s Magnum had a spectacular 
blow up at Village on lap 5, liberally coating the 
circuit in oil and leadmg Alcoa Man of the 
Meeting Jon Dooley to think that discretion was 
the better part of valour as he dropped away from 


delighted victor. Brmdley seemed to get away 
from the bunch after Whiting’s departure, but 
Birley soon tagged behind m the Home Tune 
Capri, which whipped past into fourth in -the 
chicane on the penultimate lap. Allam wes 
content with a safe sixth and a class wim, while 
Pepper’s blown head gasket allowed Miles up a 
place, inches ahead of Eric Cook. 

The big news in the BP Formula 3 round was 
that championship leader Rupert Keegan was not 
on the front row because his BAF March 743 had 
problems with a new nose arrangement during 
practice and the engine was down on_power, 
thought to be due to a duff spark box. Stephen 
South was a non-starter, having found that the 
works BMW engine, handed over to Novamotor, 
will not fit into his March 763. The sump is 


‘wrong, and South was fuming in his frustration. 


Works March driver Bruno Giacomelli made a 
tardy start from pole, whereas Keegan made a 
flyer from the second row to lead lap 1 from Mike 
Young’s Modus, Giacomelli, Brett Riley's Modus, 
Ian Flux’s Ralt-Toyota, Richard Flux’s Ehrlich 
ES5/2 Toyota, Tony Dron’s March, John Lain’s 
Modus-Toyota and Patrick Bardinon’s Lola T470. 
Rupert looked to be getting away as Young did a 
good job keeping ahead of Giacomelli. The Italian 
showed all his raw talent with a demon out- 
braking manoeuvre at Club onthe third lap, anda 
lap later he was tucked in behind the BAF March. 
pepert blocked all Giacomelli’s attempts to pass 
and, when the Italian spun at Goodwood on lap 12 
with a tightening gearbox, he could afford to 
relax, even though Young was within striking 
distance. Flux retired after a good show, with a 
broken throttle cable, leaving Riley with a very 

ood third in an underpowered car. Dron at last 


inished a race competitively with the refurbished 
Dolomite-engined March, which was handlin 
better than ever. The former journalist show 
great aplomb in outbraking Hawkins at Club on 
lap 12, and he stayed ahead to take an en- 
couraging fourth. Aryon Cornelson’s works 
March 763 overcame a spin to take sixth, with 
Lain some way behind, and then another long gap 
before Bardinon’s Lola, which only received its 
Toyota engine on Thursday and was not handling 
at all well. 

With Peter Cooke’s Harrison non-starting, 
Nick Adams had a golden opportunity to take the 
Sytner of Nottingham championship lead. TRe 


Simoniz Special Saloon Car Championship round (8 laps): 1, Nick 
Whiting (2.0 Ford Escort-BDG), 11m 43.8s, 96.4imph; 2, Tony 
Sugden (1.8 Ford Escort), 12m 00.4s; 3, Graham Goode (1.3 Ford 
Escort), 12m 05.2s; 4, Vince Woodman (3.4 Ford Capri), 12m 18.8s. 
Over 1300cc: 1, Whiting; 2, Sugden; 3, Woodman. Fastest lap: 
Whiting, Im 25.4s, 99.32mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Goode, 
93.56mph; 2, Brian Prebble (1.0 Hillman Imp); 3, David Hancock 
(1.3 Mini-Cooper S). Fastest lap: Goode, 1m 28.6s, 95.73mph. 

Townsend Thoresen Formula Ford Championship round (10 laps): 
1, Derek Daly (Hawke-Minister DL15), 14m 41.0s, 96.27mph; 
2, Rick Morris (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 14m 44.0s; 3, Derek Warwick 
awke Wieser DL15), 14m 44.8s; 4, John Bright (Royale-Smith 

P21), 14m 58.6s; 5, Philip Bullman (Crosslé-Minister 30F), 14m 
59.0s; 6, Kenny Gray (Royale-Scholar RP21), 15m 05.4s. Fastest 
lap: Morris, 1m 26.0s, 98.62mph. 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship round (8 laps) — 
overall and over £2400: 1, Tony Lanfranchi (2.8 Opel Commodore), 
13m 48.2s, 81.93mph; 2, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 13m 50.0s; 
3, Jon Dooley (2.0 Alfa Romeo GTV), 13m 59.4s; 4, Rod Birley (3.0 
Ford Capri), 14m 06.4s. Fastest lap: Lanfranchi, 1m 41.6s, 
83.48mph. £2001 to £2400: 1, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 
14m 09.2s, 79.90mph; 2, Martin Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); 
3, Andrew Major (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum). Fastest lap: Nick Whiting 
2.3 Vauxhall Magnum) and Allam, 1m 44.2s, 81.40mph. £1601 to 

000: 1, John Brindley (2.0 Mazda RX3), 14m 07.0s, 80.10mph; 
2, Eric Cook (2.0 Mazda RX3); 3, Stuart Patterson (2.0 Mazda RX3). 
Fastest lap: Brindley, 1m 43.2s, 82.19mph. Up to £1600: 1, Pete 
Smith (1.2 Honda Civic), 15m 10.0s, 74.56mph; 2, Neville Knight 
(1.3 Simca Rallye 1); 3, Mark Dewey (1.2 Toyota Corolla). Fastest 
lap: Roger Payne (1.6 Chrysler Avenger), 1m 49.8s, 77.25mph 
(establishes record). : 

P Super Visco Formula 3 Championship round (15 laps 
1, Rupert Keegan (2.0 March-Toyota/Nova 743), 19m 39.6s, 
107.85mph; 2, Mike Young (2.0 Modus-Toyota/Nova M1), 19m 
A0.8s; 3, Brett Riley (2.0 Modus-Ford M3 t/c), 19m 43.8s; 4, Tony 
Dron (2.0 March-Triumph/Holbay 763), 19m 57.6s; 5, Richard 
Hawkins (Ehrlich-Toyota/Nova §S5/2), 19m 58.0s; 6, Aryon 
Cornelsen (March-Toyota/Nova 763), 20m 03.0s. Fastest lap: Bruno 
Giacomelli (March-Toyota/Nova 743), 1m 17.4s, 109.58s. 

Sytner of Nottingham Clubmans Sports Car Championship round 
(8 laps): 1, Nick Adams (1.6 Mallock U2-Davron Mk18), 10m 41.4s, 
105.79mph; 2, Creighton Brown (1.6 Mallock U2-Swindon Mk17), 
10m 47.4s; 3, Malcolm Jackson (1.6 Mallock U2 Mk14), 10m 48.4s; 
4, David Manley (1.6 Mallock U2-Swindon Mk17B), 10m 57.6s; 
5, Peter Lovett (1.6 Phantom-Swindon P73), 10m 57.6s; 6, David 
Orbell (1.6 Mallock U2 Mk16), 10m 57.8s. Fastest lap: Adams, Im 
18.6s, 107.91mph. 

Keith Prowse Touring Car Championship round (22 wee 1, Tom 
Walkinshaw (3.0 Ford Capri), 34m 45.4s, 89.48mph; 2, Andy Rouse 
(2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 34m 46.4s; 3, Chris Craft (3.0 Ford 
Capri), 35m 02.8s; 4, Colin Vandervell (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 04.6s; 
5, Richard Lloyd (2.8 Opel Commodore GSE), 35m 20.6s; 6, Gordon 
Spice (3.0 Ford Capri), 35m 25.6s. 2300cc to 3000cc: 
1, Walkinshaw; 2, Craft; 3, Vandervell. Fastest lap: Walkinshaw, Im 
33.6s, 90.62mph. 1601 to 2300cc: 1, Rouse, 89.43mph; 2, Gerry 
Marshall (2.3 ‘Vauxhall Magnum); 3, Dave Brodie (2.3 Mazda). 
Fastest lap: Rouse, 1m 33.2s, 91.00mph (record). 1301 to 1600cec 
1,Win Percy (1.6 Toyota Celica GT), 36m 13.0s, 85.87mph; 
2, Barrie Williams (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); only finishers. Fastest lap: 
Percy, 1m 37.0s, 87.44mph. Up to 1300cc: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 
Hillman Avenger GT), 20 laps, 80.99mph; 2, Richard Longman (1-3 
Mini-Cooper S$); 3, John Myerscough (1.2 AlfaSud Ti). Fastest lap: 
ae car Peter Hilliard (1.3 Alfa GTV Junior), 1m 42.8s, 82.51mph 
record). 

Formula Ford Consolation race (7 laps): 1, Trevor van Rooyen 
heey ed RP21), 10m 44.0s, 92.19mph; 2, Nigel Gough (Van 

iemen-Scholar RF76), 10m 50.8s: 3, Grant Wilson (Elden-Minister 
Mk10), 11m 07.6s; 4, Steve Lincoin (Royale-Nelson RP21), lim 
10.0s_ Fastest tap: van Rooyen. 1m 30.2s, 94.03mph_ 
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Sytner of Nootingham championship lead. The 
Team Camborough Mallock shot off pole, never to 
be headed, but behind Creighton Brown was being 
given an uncomfortable ride by Malcolm 


Jackson’s older Mallock. Brown’s bitza engine- 


was a bit down on power, but he did a good job in 
shutting out Jackson until the end. David 


Manley’s Red Arrow Racing Mallock Mk17B,: 


rebuilt after its Silverstone accident, went well to 
take fourth after very strong challenges from 
Peter Lovett’s Phantom and David Orbell’s 
Stallwood. 

-Andy Rouse was a clear second faster in prac- 
tice than Tom Walkinshaw for the Keith Prowse 
round and, with the slippery nature of the circuit 
and the fact that the tyres could go off in the heat, 
it was odds-on that all the Capris would be a 
handful as the race wore on. The drama started as 
the flag dropped, Dave Brodie’s stricken Mazda 
being pitted! up the rear by Patrick Cobb’s 
Celica. The momentum got Brodie away, but the 
rear end looked very sorry, and Brodie’s gearbox 
problems manifested themselves during the race 
anyway. Walkinshaw led the first lap from 
Gordon Spice, Rouse, Colin Vandervell, Steve 
Thompson, Chris Craft, Richard Lloyd, Gerry 
Marshall, Les Blackburn and Martin Thomas. 
Blackburn dropped back with overheating 
problems, while Thomas stopped with ignition 
maladies, but at the front Walkinshaw looked to 
be pulling away until Rouse got past Spice’s MM 
Plant Capri on lap 3 and proceeded to reel in the 
leader, breaking the lap record as he did so. 
Thompson’s Dolomite hit the barriers (without 
too much damage) on lap 7 after the shock ab- 
sorbers went soft, while Marshall dropped back in 
the Magnum (he had a faulty rev counter) and was 
being caught by Alec Poole in the second MM 
Plant Capri. _ ; : 

Walkinshaw usually held the lead over the line, 
but Rouse could get past at the complex, but as 
the race wore on the Dolly lost power, so Rouse 
settled for a secure second just behind the deter- 
mined Walkinshaw. Spice was caught and passed 
by Craft’s Hammonds Sauce Capri on lap 17, with 
Vandervell’s Triplex car inches behind. Spice 
spun at Club trying to overtake a backmarker, 
dropping to sixth, Craft pulling away from 
Vandervell to take a comfortable third. Lloyd was 
happy to take fifth (his first finish this season) in 
the Ottershaw Motors Commodore, which had 
worsening oversteer, resulting in a harmless but 
time-consuming spin. 

Win Percy did all that was expected of him to 
take his class, while Bernard Unett easily won the 
smallest class in his Avenger after Peter 
Hilliard’s rapid Alfa GT Junior damaged its sump 
on the kerbs at Club on lap 4. 

Trevor van Rooyen’s Royale RP21 left the 
een floundering in the consolation Formula 

ord race, the South African pers the circuit. 
The Canadian Driver to Europe, Nigel Gough, 

ave chase in his Van Diemen, but he did-not have 
fie same pace. This left Grant Wilson’s Elden a 
safe third after John Wybourn left the track. 


COLIN MASTERMAN 


John Poxon leads the first hectic FF heat. 


SNETTERTON 


Eagling’s 
FF victory 


It was an excellent day’s club racing at 
Snetterton last Sunday. The sun shone through- 
out as the Thames Estuary Automobile Club 
organised an incident-free seven race programme. 
Main events, which also proved the most hectic, 
were rounds of the organising club’s FF 1600 and 
Mini 7 Championships. Glen Eagling (Van Diemen 
RF75) emerged a worthy victor from single seater 
heats and final while Jim Mancey led the Minis 
home. 

TEAC wisely decided to reinstate their Formula 
Ford 1600 Championship for 1976, the need for a 
FF series at the Clubman level being reflected by 
a large entry for this the second round, which 
necessitated running two heats to determine the 
26 car grid for the final. 


The first of these ten lap eliminators was 


dominated by Wil Arif, Brookside Garden Centre, 
Kent, Crosslé 25F, the winning margin of just Is 
being deceptive as Wil cruised to victory. John 
Poxon in a similar car sponsored by Setyres 


_Jim Mancey in close company before he broke clear to win the Snetterton Mini 7 race. 


MOLELTP ES 


| _ slipped ahead on the third lap s 
STE, 


of Roy Paghacc: and t Techmar Pod 
Tables Co’s id Lotus 61M. Pagiiacci jus 


rap 611 j 
pipped Mike Morland (Elden 10C) by 0.2s but th 
rest were a long way behind. 

Glen Eagling won the second in a faster rac 
time, his margin over first round winner Ton: 
Halliwell (Merlyn 11A) being 12s at the close 
Brian Turner (Lotus 51C) beat namesake Ray im. 
Merlyn 17/24 for third in a processional race 
enlivened only by the scrap for fifth betwee 
debut girl Guenda Eadie (Van Diemen) and Barr. 
Hodson (Royale RP16A). Guenda, urged on fron 
the pit lane by former colleague (now RAM F 
driver) Patrick Neve, repassed Barry at half dis 
tance and pulled away in the last two laps. 

The Championship during the season goes t 
Brands, Lydden and Snetterton and for Arif an 
Halliwell, the 12 lap final was an “away” roum 
but for Eagling it was very much a home fixtur 
and the young Norfolk driver from nearby 
Shipdham was not going to be denied this one 
Eagling led away from pole reaching Riches first 
but Arif was ahead at the end of the first lap, sid 


‘by side down the main straight and then it wa 


Eagling exiting Russell neatly to lead the next 
Arif was back at the front as they dived int 
Riches but by half distance Glen had establishes 
himself firmly in the lead to.take a well earned an‘ 
morale boosting victory. Arif was an equally con 
vincing second, having reduced his lap times a 
this unfamiliar venue throughout the day 
Halliwell chased these two De taced all the way 
only being deposed from third briefly at hal 
distance by Poxon who immediately spun awa! 
the advantage. Morland was a lonely fourth 
Brian Turner initially headed Morland but a spi 
in the Esses for the 8-year-old Lotus 51C allowec 
both Morland and Ray Turner through, Brian a 
least recovering to keep his 100% record o 
finishing ahead of Ray this season. 

Brian Davison had been fastest in practice wit] 
the Drake and Fletcher entered 2.3 Firenza for thi 
12 lap Special Saloon thrash but his nearest rival 
Alastair Lyall (1.8 Escort) had problems with ; 
suspect loose union from the fuel pump. 9,004 
revs on the straight for the first time that day 
indicated the problem had been solved and ther 
would be a fine dice for the lead. Lyle led into th 
first corner only for the Vauxhall to charge aheac 
on the straight into a lead that was unchallengec 
to the chequered flag. The despondent Lyal 
struggling on to finish a distant second with thi 
audibly sick Escort. Alan Humberstone (1.0 Imp 
was the only other unlapped runner, finishin; 
third and winning the 851-1000cc class easily 


Peter Burdis, seventh, was the class runner-uj 


with his rare sounding Anglia after the Mini o 
Alan Smith suffered a bout of fuel starvation 
Jon Mowatt finished third overall, his forcefu 
driving being rewarded as he kept his 1.3 Coope 
S ahead of Bob Morey’s similar car all the way fo 
the 1001 to 1300cc award. Gerry Glass, Visua 
Techniques 850 Mini was also a class winner as hi 
stayed ahead of the best dice of the race betwee 
the similar cars of Robert. Harman and Terr} 
Nightingale who spent much of the race side by) 
side. Harman’s motor unfortunately was not u] 
to the situation and cried enough on thi 
penultimate lap. 

Monoposto practice had been dreadfully shor 
for both David Coombes and Alan Baillie,. thi 
former’s Renault engined Manta expiring with : 
broken electrics lead, the later’s Viking with : 
broken drive doughnut, but surprisingly the; 
both made the front row of the grid. Baillie’s star 
was the better of the two to lead just, as the tws 
cars circulated as one, weaving together as Bailli 
tried to drop his rival from his car’s slipstrean 
and Coombes strived to stay in it. Coombe: 

inal to extend hi: 
advantage as Baillie, the Viking: emitting 
numerous puffs of smoke, dropped back to bi 
challenged by Ray Thomas’s Revoray 11 
Coombes eventually won from Baillie afte 
Thomas was forced out with a punctured rea 
tyre. Behind these three another trio appeared t 
have reached deadlock as they raced nose-to-tai 
in the order John Lancaster (JCM) Anthony 
Ford (Emberton M2B) and Peter Gillette (Gens 
13). The resourceful Gillette found the key t 
break order, he could drive the Genie round thi 


-outside of his rivals as they hugged the long right 


hand Coram curve. On lap nine he passed Ford 
two tours later he did the same to Lancaster, ol 
so nearly lost the lot in Russell and was repasset 
by Lancaster only to repeat his trick on the fina 
circuit when it was Lancaster’s turn to get it al 


‘wrong at Russell and slide into the barrier ant 


retirement. 

TEAC’s Mini 7 Championship is bemg run 
the 1975 Mini 7 regulations with itor: 
from the slightly more restrictive British oe 
76 Series also bemg eligible. Several drivers wer 
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tle whack sunocrossed Zself into nu merous per- 
mutations of race order. Jmm Mancey was the frst 
to breek ewey and by half distance he was well 


clear but by that time Bob Addison had also ur | 


himself from the bunch to begim a late run 
which failed by just 0.2s to oust Mancey. Martin 
Moorhead was third from Colin Fisher, who had 
featured strongly in the opening laps, and Bob 
Vanson. : 
Dudley Moseley, having only his second race, 
ut the AHW ilkinson Contractors Ltd 
Mallock U2 on pole position for the combined 


Modsports and Clubman’s race and initially lead 


only to lose the radiator cap and all his coolant on 
the second lap. Ron Morgan’s similar car then 
took over winning comfortably from yet other 
Mallock U2s of James Standley, Robin 
Henderson and Graham Sinclair. Sinclair was in- 
volved in the only dice of the race as he passed the 


Modsports cars 6f Ed Reeve and Mark Hales. | 


Reeve’s supercharged 1.3 Midget took the small 
Modsports class after Hales had a moment with 
the venerable old Turner. Much attention was 
focused on the Lotus 47 of Ian Marshall, re- 
lendent in GLTL colours, but its progress from 
e second row was delayed somewhat when the 


leading edge of the roof parted company with the | 


windscreen, Ian spinning as he tried to hold the 
roof down. 


ANDY LEEDER 


TEAC Formula Ford, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Wil Arif (Crossié-Piper 
25F), 12m 55.3s, 89.01mph; 2, John Poxon (Crosslé-Minister), 12m 
56.3s; 3, Roy Pagliacci (Lotus 61MX-Minister), 13m 06.3s;.4, Mike 
Morland (Elden 10C-Minister), 13m 06.5s. Fastest lap: Poxon, 1m 
156s, 91.29mph. .t 

TEAC Formula Ford, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Glen Eagling (Van 
Diemen-Scholar), 12m 42.7s, 90.48mph; 2, Tony Halliwell (Merlyn 
11A-Minister), 12m 54.9s; 3, Brian Turner (Lotus 51C-Turner), 13m 
01.6s; 4, Ray Turner (Merlyn 17/24-Scholar), 13m 11.0s. Fastest 
lap: Eagling, 1m 15.2s, 91.77mph. 


TEAC Formula Ford 1600 Championship Final (12 laps): 1, 


Eagling, 15m 18.4s, 90.17mph; 2, Arif, 15m 25.5s; 3, Halliwell, 15m 
27.7s; 4, Morland, 15m 39.9s; 5, Brian Turner, 15m 44.15s; 6, Ray 
Turner, 15m 44.5s. Fastest lap: Eagling, 1m 15s, 92.02mph. . 
Special Saloons (12 laps): Overall: 1, Brian Davison (2.3 Vauxhall 
Firenza), 15m 32.3s, 88.83mph; 2, Alastair Lyall (1.8 Ford Escort), 
16m _ 03.9s; 3, Alan Humberstone (1.0 ei 16m 42.9s. Over 
1300cc: 1, Davison, 88.83mph; 2, Lyle; 3, Nick Adams (Escort 
Mexico). Fastest lap: Davison, 1m 16.1, £90.69mph. 1001: 
to 1300cc: 1, John Mowatt (1.3 Mini Cooper S), 80.30mph; 2, Bob 
Morey (1.3 Mini Cooper S$); 3, Brian Leeks (1.3 Fore Escort). Fastest 
lap: Mowatt and Leeks, 1m 24.4s, 81.77mph. 851 to 1000cc: 1, 
Humberstone, 82.57mph; 2, Peter Burdis (1.0 Anglia); 3, Alan Smith 


Md Mini). Fastest lap: Humberstone, 1m 21.4s; 84.78mph. Up to- 
- 1, Gerry Glass (850 Mini), 78.12mph; 2, Terry Nightingale. 


eon’: no other finishers. Fastest lap: Glass, lm 26.6s, 
69mph. . 
ied Manages Championship -round (12 laps): 1, 
David Coombes (Manta 75B 
(Wiking), 14m 42.8s; 3, Peter Gillette (Genie 13), 15m_41.0s; 4, 
nthony Ford (Emberton M.2B), 15m 42.5s; 5, Paul Thompson 
PTSM 1A), (11 laps); 6, M A Irons (Brabham BT21) (11 laps). Fastest 
p: Coombes, 1m 11.3s, 96.79mph. ; : i 
TEAC Mini 7 Championship round (12 laps): 1, Jim Mancey, 18m 
19.8s, 75.37mph; 2, Robert Addison, 18m 20.0s; 3, Martin 
Moorhead, 18m 33.6s; 4, Colin Fisher, 18m 38.8s; 5, Bob Vanson, 
18m 49.8s; 6, Norman Finn, 19m 10.7s. Fastest lap: Addison, 
Moorhead and Mancey, 1m 29.7, 76.93mph. + 
Modified Sports Cars and Clubman's Sports (10 laps): Overall and 
Clubman’'s , 
88.70mph; 2, James Standley (Mallock U2), 15m 45.6s; 3, Robin 
Henderson (Mallock U2), 15m 54.8s. Fastest lap: Morgans, im 
16.0s, 90.81mph. Modified Sports Cars over 1500cc: 1, Edward 
Reeve (MG), 84.01mph; 2, Mark Hales (Turner 111); 3, lan Marshall 
otus Europa). Fastest lap: Hales, 1m 20.2s, 86.05mph. Modified 


rts Cars 1151 to 1500cc: 1, Richard Oliver (MG), 78.19mph; 2, 


C. Tolchard (MG); no other starters. Fastest lap: Oliver, 1m 16.0s, 
90.81mph. : 
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SWAN LAGER 
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), 14m 34.1s, 94.74mph; 2, Alan Baillie - 


ports: 1, Ron morpane (Mallock U2), 15m 33.6s, — 


Lola comparison: race winner Tony Trimmer’s T360 


> Sr a 


(above) and Ted Wentz’s new T460. 
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Renault 5 race,winner Richard Hassell leans on Charles Sawyer-Hoare to gain another place 


Trimmer leads Lola one- 
two from Wentz 


- Lola rules Formula Atlantic. That is the message 


which came out of Brands Hatch last Sunday. 


_.Forgetting, for one moment, the hoard of pop 
stars and no fewer than 26 laps of Renault 5TL 


racing Indylantic ’76 seemed a success at this 


' BRSCC meeting. The crowds were there, the 


drivers were promoted, the organization was far 


- better than at the first round — and, of course, 
. the weather was right. Scorching, in fact. As at — 


round I, the driver cf the day was Tony Trimmer, 
having the second of his two drives in last year’s 
interim development Lola. This time he was 
joined by Ted Wentz in a brand new Swan Lager- 
sponsored Lola T460 and together they 
dominated the race, Trimmer just keeping the 


_upper hand throughout. 


_ Once again, Tony Trimmer set the fastest time 
during the unique (to British racing) qualifying 
runs. The timekeepers could now read his number, 


_ for all three figure numbers had been reduced to 


two, third numbers remaining in a faint outline to 
please the sponsors. Trimmer’s Lola is, in fact, the 
works development car -which eee got 
excited about last year. Having let Cyd Williams 
get away first in his qualifymg heat, Trimmer 
tried to take him, spun, and so left himself with 
only one flying lap to take pole position in spite of 
his spongey brakes. 


‘ae iF = 


- been hopin 
' Sharp, but this was not yet ready. 


Sharing the front row came Jeremy Rossiter in 
the David Price-run, Spax-sponsored Chevron- 
Swindon B29. The car had had a fairly big rebuild 
since its last outing and the team was rewarded 
with a time only. 0.2s slower than Trimmer’s 
45.0s. A sluggish starter meant that .a new one 
had to be fitted before-the race. Price had also 
to run a new Modus M3 for Phil 


Third fastest came Ted Wentz, the American 
really keen on the whole idea of Indylantic. His 
immaculate Lola T460 was, as he said, “fresh out 
of the box’”’, and had only been run in, there 


- having been no chance for any testing. The 


sponsors for this Swindon-powered, factory-run 
car were Swan Lager, anew name to motor racing. 
Sharing the second row was young Steve Carvill. 
the sensation of first round practice, who was at 
this stage quite happy with his Radio Luxem- 
bourg Surtees-Swindon TS15. Cyd Williams 
returned a similar time to Carvill in the Gordon 


- Fowell designed, John Thompson built Sana, run 


by Graham Eden. The wrong gear ratios had been 
fitted for the untimed practice, but this was 
quickly rectified before qualifying. 

Next up came an unhappy Jim Crawford in his 
Coin News Chevron-Nicholson B34. The car had 
been going perfectly in the untimed session before 
a puncture; after a new tyre had been fitted, the 
car did not seem to be handling as well. The fourth 
row contained Norman ickson’s British 
Caledonian Modus-Nicholson M3 and Tony 
Rouff’s Boxer-Swindon. Brian Lewis’s team were 
elated with their second place at the Nurburgring 
F2; they had been hoping to have a Formula 
Atlantic chassis ready by this round for their 
sponsors, Netherton & Worth. This had not yet 
been finished, and so they still had to make do 
with the somewhat heavy F2 chassis. 

Richard Scott, who had a tie-bar break on his 
Modus M3, and the Chevron B29s of Phil 
Dowsett and Ken Bailey were the only others, 
under 47s. While only 1.8s covered the first 11 
there was almost a second to the next man, Alo 
Lawler. Times now stretched to almost 5s slower 
than Trimmer. Lawler and Mike Wilds both had 
troubles, Lawler’s Chevron B29 not running 
cleanly following a change from 45DCOE Webers 
to 48DCOEs, while Wilds (delighted to be back in 
a racing car) was having difficulty getting Jeremy 
Sumner’s Chevron B27 to go round corners. It 
was understeering madly all the time, and an 
attempt to create more downforce did not help. 
Dave Saunders (GRD 372) equalled Wilds’s time, 
but the other three starters were well off the pace. 

Once again the drivers were piped onto the grid 
before they set off on their warming-up laps, 
which saw poor Steve Carvill retire from the field 
with a broken driveshaft. The start was 
electrifying, with an eager Wentz almost setting 
off before the flag, realizing, faltering, and then 
still charging between Trimmer and Rossiter. 
Further back, a fracas at Paddock upset both the 
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Scottish Modus cars and caused Dickson to leave 
the track. This, after a couple of pitstops, led to 
his eventual retirement. 

By the end of the first lap the order was Wentz, 
Trimmer, Crawford, Rossiter, Williams, Dowsett, 
Rouff and the rest. Already the two Lolas were 
pulling away from the others and as they crossed 
the line for the second time Trimmer took the lead 
he was never to lose. Rouff soon took Dowsett, 
and it was not long before the latter was also 
taken by Richard Scott, who was charging 
through the field after the first-lap moment. zs 

On lap 7 came the first significant pitstop, 
Crawford halting, as he said, ‘‘for a quick check’. 
This left the two Lolas even further out in front, 
Trimmer only just pulling away from Wentz. 
Then, on lap 10, Rossiter spun at Druids and 
collected Crawford, who was now a lap behind, as 
herestarted. Crawford retired, Rossiter rejoined a 
long way back, and the two Lolas were more in 
command than ever! 

By lap 15, Trimmer was about 5s ahead and was 
able to relax. His pit crew kept him well informed 
and so, although Wentz was able to close to 
within less than 2s of the Capital Radio car 
towards the end, the issue was never really in 
doubt. Behind, Cyd Williams had now inherited 
third place but he, too, had his problems. He lost 
fourth gear, which meant that first Rouff was able 
to get past, and eventually Scott. 

The race now settled down, with Dowsett losing 
sixth place due to a broken throttle spring and 
eventually retiring with a tight spot on the 
steering. Wilds took over sixth with his ill- 
handling Chevron, but he too lost out, with a 
broken petrol line. It was quite a race of attrition, 
for Ken Bailey, who had been following Wilds, had 
to stop with heatstroke and was lifted from his 
car. The temperatures were in excess of 75degF. 
With so many cars dropping out, Lawler found 
himself in an unexpected sixth place, followed by 
the recovered Rossiter. 

For about the last 14 laps the positions did not 
change. Wentz got closer to Trimmer, Trimmer 
got the message and pulled away again, and then 
on the last lap Wentz had a harmless spin on 
Graham Hill bend, which did not affect the results 
at all. Behind in a now lonely third place came 
Rouff’s Boxer, which led Brian Lewis to remark 
that they were not in the same ballpark as the 
Lolas — yet. The rest were lapped, Scott and 
Williams completing 49 of the 50 laps, and Lawler 
and Rossiter a further lap back. Way back, on 46 
laps, came two of the backmarkers, Dave 
Saunders and Dave Winstanley in Cyd Williams’s 
old Brabham BT40. See ; 

The day had started with one of the seemingly 
numerous Renault 5 races, this one a round of the 
Renault 5 Elf challenge. Three cars featured, with 
Neil McGrath and Stuart McCrudden battling it 
out at first. However, by half-distance Richard 
Hassell, who had taken to the grass on lap 1, was 
right up with them, taking first McCrudden at 
Druids and then McGrath at Clark. From now on, 
the three fought closely but the order did not 
change. The other, so-called Pro-Am races were 
both won by Keith Collier’s E. G. Pritchard car, 


Ingliston Libre winner Iain McLaren (Chevronjis temporarily led by Alan Sharpe (Mallock). . 


\aiuraly the parr won on 


Caiec Steve Mowimncs 
aggregate speed. 
The first of the two heats for the MCD Formula 
Ford 1600 round saw a battle between Rob 
Wicken (Merlyn-Minister Mk17A), Mike 
Thompson (Rostron-ASD CT75) and Doug Wood 
(Elden-Minister Mk10C), the first two pulling 
away about half distance, Wicken winning. 
Howard Drake (Royale-Minister RP21) easily won 
the second heat. The final saw a fine four-car 
scrap for the lead, Drake eventually pulling away 
to a well-deserved victory. Behind, Wicken and 
Thompson continued their frenzied struggle, with 
Wicken ahead once more and Wood again 
following them home. Another four-car fight for 


fifth place saw Alex Hawkridge’s Royale RP21 


next, 10s behind Wood. : 
The other supporting race was a round of 
the . Euro-Burgess Production Sports car 
championship. This was preceded by an amazing 
display by stunt motor-cyclist, David Taylor. 
Chris Meek’s Biba Lotus Europa Special was an 
extremely convincing winner, with Charles 
Morgan (Morgan Plus 8) a lonely second. Third 
place was scrapped over by the TVR 3000Ms of 
Colin Blower and Rod Gretton and Bill 
Wykeham’s Morgan, who finished in that order. 
The two other class winners were Chris Alford 
(TVR 1600M) and the delectable ‘‘Valli’, who 
ain showed the men the way home with her 


idget. 
IAN WAGSTAFF 


BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge round (10 laps): 1, Richard 
Hassell, 11m 31.0s, 62.71mph; 2, Neil McGrath, 11m 31.4s; 3, 
Stuart McCrudden, 11m 32.6s; 4, Keith Collier, 11m 40.0s; Divina 
Galica, 11m 45.0s; 6, Charles Sawyer-Hoare, 11m 48.8s. Fastest 
lap: Hassell, 1m 07.2s, 64.48mph. 

MCD Formula Ford Championship round, heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Rob 
Wicken (Merlyn-Minister Mk.17A), 9m 06.8s, 79.24mph; 2, Mike 
Thompson (Rostron-ASD CT75), 9m 07.0s; 3, Doug, Wood (Elden- 
Minister Mk.10 C), 9m 21.6s; 4, Alex Hawkridge (Royale-Minister 
RP21), 9m 24.0s. Fastest lap: Thompson, 52.2s, 83.01mph. 

Indylantic Pro-Am Superstar Charity Challenge, part 1 (8 laps): 
1, Keith Collier, 9m 34.0s, 60.39mph; 2, Colin Emson, 9m 35.2s; 3, 
Divina Galica, 9m 36.4s; 4, Charles Sawyer-Hoare, 9m 36.6s; 5, 
Keith Lanceley, 9m 38.0s; 6, Bob Taylor, 9m 40.0s. Fastest lap: 
Emson and Collier, 1m 09.4s, 62.43mph. 

Indylantic Pro-Am Superstar Charity Challenge, part I! (8 laps): 1, 
Steve Rowlands, 9m 50.4s, 58.71mph; 2, Barry Andrews, 9m 56.4s; 
3, Andrew Bailey, 9m 58.6s; 4, Graham Knight, 9m 59.2s; 5, 
Malcolm Allurd, 10m 04.2s; 6, Des Dyer, 10m 06.2s. Fastest lap: 
Rowlands, 1m 10.8s, 61.20mph. 

MCD Formula Ford Championship race, heat 2 (10 laps): 1, 
Howard Drake (Royale-Minister RP21), 8m 55.0s, 80.99mph; 2, Miki 
Dee (Van Diemen-Rowland RF74), 8m 59.0s; 3, David Sears (Van 
Diemen-Scholar RF76), 9m 02.2s; 4, Ashley Ward (Ashtune-Diemen- 
anand ee 9m 09.2s. Fastest lap: Drake and Dee, 52.2s, 

-O1lmph. s 

Indylantic '76 Championship, round 2 (50 laps): 1, Tony Trimmer 
Cob Semon T360), 37m 45.0s, 95.65mph; 2, Ted Wentz _-(Lola- 

windon 1460), 37m 56.8s; Tony Rouff (Boxer-Swindon PROO2), 
38m 30.8s; 4, Richard Scott (Modus-Nicholson M3), 49 laps; 5, Cyd 
Williams (Sana-Eden), 49 laps; 6, Alo Lawler (Chevron-Swindon 
B29), 48 laps. Fastest lap: Trimmer and Wentz, 44.4s, 97.59mph. 

Euro-Burgess Southern League Production Sports Car Champion- 
ship round (10 laps) — overall and £3,000 to £4,000: 1, Chris Meek 
(1.6 Lotus Europa Special), 9m 44.2s, 74.17mph; 2, Charles Morgan 
(3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 9m 58.2s; 3, Colin Blower (3.0 TVR 3000M), 
10m 05.8s; 4, Rod Gretton (3.0 TVR 3000M), 10m 05.8s. Fastest 
lap: Meek, 57.6s, 75.22mph. £2,000 to £3,000: 1, Chris Alford (1.6 
TVR Ford 1600M) 68.04mph; 2, Doc Griffiths (1.8 MGB); 3, Chris 
Hampshire (1.6 Morgan Ford 4/4). Fastest lap: David Beams (1.0 
Ginetta G15), 62.0s; 69.89mph. Up to £2,000: 1, “Valli” (1.5 MG 
ig at 65 .O8mph; 2, Dave Karaskas (1.3 AH Sprite); 3, Sid Leader 

Sprite). Fastest aes 64.85, 66.87mph. 
Championship round, final! (15 laps): 1, 
Drake, 13m 08.6s, 82.42mph; 2, Wicken, 13m 12.6s; 3, Thompson, 
13m 13.2s; 4, Wood, 13m 16.6s; 5, Hawkridge, 13m 26.0s; 6, Dee, 
13m 26.2s. Fastest lap: Drake, 51.6s, 83.97mph. 
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Jenny takes 
SuperNoel 


The May meeting at Ingliston last Sunday 
attracted a good crowd of over 10,000 spectators, 
but whether it was the attraction of fme weather 
or the presence of Noel Edmonds in his new Opel 
Commodore, it would be difficult to assess, but no 
matter, they witnessed some monumental motor 
racing. From a healthy field of Production 
Saloons, Jennifer Birrell in the Chunky Chicks 
Magnum regained the lead from Edmonds to win 
— the disc jockey setting a new class lap record in 
the process, as did Vic Covey (Mazda RX3 Coupé) 
in the other class. Highlights of the day’s eight 
events featured Laurence Jacobsen in the ex- 
Clacher Imp eventually gaining a last lap 
advantage over the Drambuie Imp of Ian Forrest 
after race-long attempts to get past. In the Libre 


event Iain McLaren (Chevron B26/31) and Andy 


Barton (March 75/2) had a phenomenal ding-dong, 
the former relaxing when the March all but spun 
due to a locking brake at Lefthander then getting 
a huge shock to discover the ebullient Barton 
once more attached to his exhaust, with two 
fantastic laps to the flag. Bill Dryden, having won 
his heat handsomely, looked all set for a repeat in 
the Special Saloons final when he had, he admits, 
a metal blank over his gearchanging and stopped 
— to lose five laps and eleven places, before he 
realized what had happened, leaving Jacobsen to 
chalk up his second win of the day from Ian 
Forrest. : 
The opening 10-lap Modsports race fielded but 
eight cars, from which Ken Allen (Clan Crusader) 
emerged leading the Davrian of John Kirk with 
the Midget of S. Robb some way behind in third 
place, soon to be replaced by Andrew Smith in 
the ASM Elan. Behind, Jim Hall (Europa) harried 
Campbell Graham in the Jensen-Healey, normally 
pedalled by Eric Liddell, but only in the opening 
laps, Graham pulling away to take Robb and 
fourth place. The race at front changed at mid- 
distance when Allen spun at Caravan, thereafter 
pulling out all the stops to claw his way back to 
-challenge the flying Davrian, but Kirk was in no 
mood to relinquish his lead. 

Under threatening skies, a full field of Formula 
Fords was led off by Stu Lawson in his immacu- 
late Hawke DL15 trailed by the similar car of 
Duncan Hall. The yellows waved frantically in the 
Esses as Lawrie got his Elden 10C on the wrong 
line and fetched up on the barrier, as did poor 
Colin McLean at the next corner, his MRE 73/75F 
apparently being nudged, to finish in a sorry 
mess. In the race, John McGilvray (Crosslé 25F) 
had Gary Gibson in the 30F model after him, the 
Belfast driver getting through to third place on 
lap 3 and setting his sights on Duncan Hall, 
whose Hawke was Epopping away from the leader, 
to be passed on lap 9 after they momentarily 
touched. 

The small saloon 10-lap heat was a snarler, with 
Ian Forrest using all the track in his Imp to fend 
off the attentions of Jacobsen in his Imp, soon to 
be joined by John Fyda in the Agra version, the 
trio outstripping the field. The Agra car retired on 
lap 4, leaving the Agra Mini of Angus Young to be 
overwhelmed by the Imp of Hugh Chalmers as 
the battle up front raged unabated, Jacobsen 
trying to get past Forrest into the Hairpin 
without success until by holding an outside line he 
managed, then Forrest spun at Lefthander, doing 
arepeat on the grass and just managing totakethe 
flag for’ second place from the Imp of, Hugh 
Chalmers which was closing fast. . 

The Sports and Special GT event looked to be 
an Iain McLaren benefit in his Chevron, but it 
was Alan Sharpe who slammed his U2 Mk17 away 
into the lead, which he held for two laps before 
McLaren came through to dominate the race. In 
third place, having a quiet race, was the Clan 
Crosailen of Ken Allen but D. B. Hall had his work 
cut out in the early laps to fend off the similar 
Gryphon of Roy MacNab for fourth. 

The Drydens, Bill and Jim, led the Special 
Saloon 10-lapper, but it’ was the Toleman 
Group/SMT Firenza which pulled ahead of the 
Longman Mini, with the Escort RS1300 ably 
driven by David Farrar a safe third. Fourth was 
forever in contention, with Eric Paterson im his 
Colvend Mini just holding off the Skoda S110R 
of Graeme Walker and the Mimi of Graham 
Stupple. Walker elbowed the Skoda through at 
he 2eiiendir-otd to have his engme go off- 


i a a see 


Sian Sie 


Ian Forrest riefly holds off eventual Special Saloon winner Laurence Jacobsen. . 


song, and leave Stupple to challenge, but he opted 
for a wide line at the Hairpin and fell off the track 
on the outside. 

The Production Saloon race was certainly value 
for money as Jennifer Birrell clawed the Magnum 
into the lead from the Commodore of Noel 
Edmonds, with Andrew Cowan fighting the 


second Chunky Chicks Magnum through every ~ 


bend in third place. Tom Meldrum brought the 
Mazda RX3 into fourth place, holding off the 
Graham & Morton Toyota of Nial Mulloy and Vic 
Covey in his Mazda, hotly tailed by Roy Knowles 
(Mexico) and Andrew Jeffrey (Dolomite Sprint).. 
By lap 3 Edmonds led out of the Hairpin but was 
shadowed all the way by Jennifer, who retook the 
lead at the hairpin to the cheers of the crowd, an 
pulled away from the oversteering Opel. 
The Libre event was a two-car race from flag to 
flag between Iain McLaren’s Chevron and Andy 
Barton’s March. The Chevron, from pole, got the 
first right-hander with Barton’s March hanging 
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on his tail, while Robin Inch kept this Mallock in 
third spot for most of the race, clear of Peter 
MacNaughton (Chevron B23) with the Crosslés of 
Gary Gibson and John McGilvray holding station 
behind as David Philp (Hawke DL12) and J. 
Davidson (Crosslé 30F) had their own private 
dice. Around mid-distance Barton had a moment 
at Lefthander which eased the pressure on 
McLaren, who relaxed and was surprised to see 
the hard phereine paren storming up to close 
with him. The final laps were ie reLOpDinE: both 
aN impeccably nose to tail and lapping the 
ield. 

The final for the Graham & Morton Trophy was 
contested over 15 laps by the Special Saloons and 
looked like another Dryden benefit as they took 
first and second places, the Magnum, as usual, 
storming away from the rest. Behind Jim Dryden 
(Longman Mini), Farrar had his Escort but was 
overwhelmed by the Imp of Jacobsen, then by the 
Drambuie version of Ian Forrest for fourth place. ° 


fe — 26 SK PS acu tae Ca. 
allowing Jim Dryden i for one lap only 
before retiring with oil escapimg from his Mini and 
handing the advantage to the flying Jacobsen. 
Hugh Chalmers (Imp) inherited fourth place with 
Jimmy Robertson next with his 2.3 Avenger. 


BILL HENDERSON 


Modified Sports Cars (10 laps): 1, John Kirk (Davrian Mk5), 9m 
08.2s, 67.64mph; 2, Ken Allen (Clan Crusader), 9m_08.4s; 
3, Andrew Smith (Lotus Elan), 9m 36.4s; J. Campbell Graha 
Jensen Healey), 9m 44.2s. Over _1300cc class: 1. Smith: 

, Campbell Graham; 3, J. A. Hall (Lotus Europa). Fastest lap: Smith, 
54.8s, 67.66mph. Up to 1300cc: 1, Kirk; 2, Allen; 3, R. Stevenson 
(Davrian). Fastest lap: Allen, 53.0s,69.96mph. ~ 

The Scottish Motor Racing Club Trophy for Formula Ford (12 laps): 
1, Stuart Lawson (Hawke-Scholar DL15), 11m 01.9s, 67.22mph; 
2, Gary Gibson (Crosslé-Rowland 30F), 11m 08.4s; 3, Duncan Halt 
(Hawke-Scholar DL15), 11m 08.85; 4, John McGilvray (Crosslé 25F), 
11m 10.9s. Fastest lap: Lawson, 54.2s, 68.41mph. 

The Graham & Morton Trophy for Special Saloons. Heat 1 up to 
1000cc: 1, Laurence Jacobsen (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 33.3s, 
64.68mph; 2, lan Forrest (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 53.3s; 3, Hugh 
Chalmers (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 53.5s; 4, Angus Young (1.0 Mini), 
10m 00.2s. Fastest lap: Forrest, 56.2s, 65.98mph. 

Sports & Special GT Cars (10 laps): 1, lain McLaren (Chevron 
B26/31), 8m 20.8s, 74.04mph; 2, Alan Sharpe (Mallock U2 Mk17), 
8m 53.0s; 3, Ken Allen, 9m 01.2s; 4, D. B. Hall (Gryphon), 9m 
02.6s.Over 1600cc: 1, McLaren; 2, Jim Baird (Chevron B23); 3, J. 
Campbell-Graham (Jensen Healey). Fastest ap McLaren, 48.0s, 
77.25mph. Up to 1600cc: 1, Sharpe; 2, Allen; 3, Hall. Fastest lap: 
Sharpe, 52.0, 71.31mph. 

The Graham & Morton Trophy for Special Saloons, Heat 2, over 
1000cc (10 laps): 1, Bill Dryden (Vauxhall Firenza), 9m 28.0s, 
65.28mph; 2, Jim Dryden (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 9m 35.4s; 3, David 
Farrar (Ford Escort RS1300); 9m 43.2s;-4,-Eric Paterson (1.3 Mini- 
Cooper S), 10m 21.2s. Over 1300cc: 1, Bill Dryden; 2, Jimmy 
Robertson (2.3 Hillman Avenger); 3, Graham Walker (Skoda $110R). 
Fastest lap: Dryden, 55.2s, 67.17mph. 1001 to 1300cc: 1, Jim 
Dryden; 2, Farrar; 3, Paterson. Fastest lap: Dryden, 56.2s, 


lan Forrest (1.0 Hillman Imp), 1 
Escort RS1300), 14m 27.4s; 4, Hugh Chalmers (1.0 Hillman Imp), 
14m 28.2s. Over 1300cc: 1, Jimmy Robertson (2.3 Hillman 
Avenger); 2, Bill Dryden (Vauxhall Firenza); only finishers. Fastest 
lap: Dryden, 53.0s, 69.96mph. 1001 to 1300ce: 1, Farrar; 2, Jim 
Pinkerton (1.3 Mini-Cooper S); 3, lan Rodgerson. Fastest lap: 1, Jim 
Dryden (1.3 a Lee ee S), 53.6s, 69.18mph. Up to 1000cc: 1, 
Jacobsen; 2, Forrest; 3, High Chalmers. Fastest lap: Forrest, 55.0s, 
67.42mph. 

Production Saloons (15 laps): 1, Mrs Jennifer Birrell (Vauxhall 
Magnum), 16m 06.6s, 57.54mph; 2, Noel Edmonds (Opel 
Commodore), 16m 14.0s; 3, Andrew Cowan (Vauxhall Magnum), 
16m 28.1s; 4, Tom Meldrum (Mazda RX3), 16m 37.2s. Over £2000: 
1, Jennifer Birrell; 2, Edmonds; 3, Cowan. Fastest lap: Edmonds, 
63.4s, 58.49mph (record). Up to £2000: 1, Tom Meldrum (Mazda 
RX3); 2, Vic Covey (Mazda RX3 Coupe); 3, Roy Knowles (Ford Escort 


Mexico). Fastest lap: Covey, 64.8s, 57.22mph (record). 


SCAMMONDEN 7 


Turn of the 
lesser lights 


The Guyson/BARC hillclimb circus was up in the 


Pennines, in the shadow of Scammonden Dam, for 
the fourth round of the series at the weekend. 
Most of the leading lights of the unlimited racing 
class gave this short, precipitous and tortuous, 
venue a miss. Only Roy Lane made the trip with 
the Fenny Marine CMI, but misfortune in 
practice for the RAC Hillclimb Champion left the 
field wide open for the regular ‘‘spear-carriers”. A 
hotly-contested battle for BTD left Garstang’s 
John Barratt (Ensign-FVA LNF3) with the 
honours by a mere two hundredths of a second 
from the howling Gunk Terrapin of John 
Crowson. Championship leader Russ Ward also 
had trouble with the Allard Healey Sprite, but 
not before the John Brown Motors driver had won 


his class and taken another 6.94 points. However, 


the man who scored most points on the day was 
John Meredith, who three-wheeled his Mini to a 
new class record of 26.00s in the Championship 


run-off, the only driver to break a record on a day” 


of uncertain weather for the Huddersfield MC 
and their sponsor Susan Wilding Photographic. 
The harsh environment of Scammonden attracted 
what could only be described as a mediocre entry 
in the racing car classes, but the rest of the entry 
was well up to standard. The early demise of Roy 
Lane resulted from an alarming moment in 
ctice, when his throttle slides stuck open and 

e went bank-storming — fortunately without 
damage. Worse was to follow, when examination 
of the engine revealed water in a cylinder. 

Late entry John Casey (Cooper S) was the 
guickest of the touring cars, while Peter 
Houghton was unlucky to have his class merged 
with Casey’s, for the attractive and consistent 
Altrmcham Sports Co-entered Janspeed Datsun 
Cherry was only 0.82s slower for second place. 
Potential challenger Terry Tattam understeered 


off on his first climb in his smart Cooper S and 
was still out of contention on his second run. Colin 
Roger’s noisy Carlow Mini fought off the 
attentions of Charles Barter’s Golden Springs 
Watercress Hartwell Imp, while Terry Clifford 
survived a wall-of-death performance in practice 
to take third place in this hard-fought class. John 
Meredith saved his best efforts for the run-off, a 
performance which hoisted him from tenth to 
third in the championship. 

The production sports car classes were 
characterised by a couple of good Spridget needle 
matches. In the Marque class Mick Merrills 
(Midget) held at bay his old rival Mike Gleave 


- (Sprite) by a mere hundredth. In class 9 it was a 


case of whether 1972 Castrol/BARC Champion 
Chris Seaman could beat the redoubtable Russ 
Ward. The latter had a spin in practice, which 
gave the cheerful Sheffield photographer a morale 
boost. However, despite an ominous chatter from 
the back of the Sprite (presaging retirement with 
a sheared diff), Ward had the edge again by 0.4s 
after one run to Seaman’s two. The latter went on 
to execute a neat spin in the run-off, but the 
Seaman grin never faltered for an instant. John 
Bradshaw won the battle of the Elans from 
Ronnie Craik, while John Walker took a 
spectacular class win in the Fred Cliffe-developed, 
ex-John Cuff E-type from Barry Moran, having 
his second hillclimb in his ex-Cliffe E. 

Competition among the Clubmans cars is really 
fierce again this year and Anthony Boshier-Jones 
took another win on his first visit to Scaammonden 
in his U2. He then proceeded to go fractionally 
faster for third overall in the Top Eight runs 
before calling it a day with a sticky throttle anda 
rather warm engine. Mervyn Bartram (who now 
prepares Tony Sugden’s highly successful circuit 
racing engine) ran B-J the closest in his U2-based 
J&EB Special, defeating such formidable 
opponents as Bob Prest (the class record holder), 
Joe Ward and Brian Moyse. Ian Curtis had the 
only really quick non-Clubmans U2, his twitchy 
BMW-engined Mk11B/14, and proceeded to set 
fhe fastest non-racing time, just 0.35s under B-J’s 

est. 

It was a gratifymg day for Alan Staniforth. 
Although he only finished third in class in his 


latest Terrapin Mk7, he was beaten only by two 
other Terrapins in a 12-car class — 
well-supported category. John Crowson was the 


small for this 


winner in the Gunk-sponsored car which went on 
to miss BTD by such a small margin, while 
runner-up was John Buck (none the worse for his 
recent Harewood mishap). The ‘Harewood 
Specials” had the sharp-sounding Brabham-BDA 
-BT28 of Andrew and .Paul Squires beaten 
out of the places on this occasion. John Barratt 
went on to make BTD but before then he Had 
already sewn up the larger racing class in the 
Ensign, improving on his second run like most of 
the racing cars, which had been preceded by a 
fairly heavy shower of rain in the first runs. 
Another FV A-powered car, John Hart’s ex-Rindt 
Brabham BT 18, took the class award, just under 
a second slower than Barratt despite nearly losing 
the car on the fast top corner on his second run. 
Peter Varley, who has been campaigning his ex- 
Williamson BT21C for quite a few years now, was 
next up ahead of the smartly rebuilt Taydec-Hart 
TC5 BDA of Mike Allan, the ex-Tate of Leeds car. 
Allan spun at the first left-hander on his second 
climb and firmly wedged the nose under the 
Armco. 

It was a little unfortunate that an otherwise 
enjoyable meeting rather drifted to a close. The 
final run-offs should be a focal point of the day’s 
events but, from the spectator’s point of view, 
this is only possible if the commentator is well 
briefed on the day’s finale. This appeared not to 


be the case on Sunday. 
CHRIS MASON 


BTD. John Barratt (1.6 Ensign-FVA LNF3), 24.91s. 

Class winners: John Casey (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 28.63s; Michael 
Walsh (1.6 Hillman Avenger GT), 31.00s; Colin Rogers (1.0 Mini- 
Cooper S), 27.76s; John Meredith (1.3 Mini-Cooper S), 26.708; Mick 
Merrills (1.3 MG Midget), 28.80s; John Bradshaw (1.6 Lotus Elan 
$4), 29.83s; Russ Ward (1.3 Allard Healey Sprite s/c), 27.28s; John 
Walker (4.3 Jaguar E), 27.70s; Anthony Boshier-Jones (1.6 Mallock 
U2-IWR Mk11/16), 25.71s; Norrie Galbraith (1.3 Daren-BDA 2B), 
26.59s; lan Curtis (2.0 Mallock U2-BMW Mk11B/14), 25.35s; John 
Crowson (1.1 Terrapin-Leyland s/c), 25.50s; John Hart (1.6 
Brabham-FVA BT18), 26.13s. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards (top-eight run-off: 1, Barratt, 24.91s; 
2, Crowson, 24.93s; 3, Boshier-Jones, 25.70s; 4, Peter Varley (1.6 
Brabham-PeeVee/Ford BT21C t/c), 25.72s; 5, Joe Ward (1.6 Ward- 
Ford WD6), 25.84s; 6, Hart, 26.26s; 7, Brian Moyse (1.6 Mallock U2- 
Swindon Mk16), 26.32s; 8, Andrew Squires (1.1 Brabham-BDA 
BT 28 s/c), 26.58s. : 

Guyson/BARC Championship positions (after four rounds): 1, Russ 
Ward, 32.05s; 2, Terry Tattam, 24.45; 3, John Meredith, 23.61; 4, 
aio Bester Jones, 22.22:5, Peter Houghton, 21.85; 6, Charlies 

er, 21.82. 

Guyson/BARC FTD Awards (after four rounds): 1. oer oe 
Osborne, 17pts; 2 Lane, 16; 3, David Franklin and 
Macmaster, 13,5. yy Ante Be Fa Re Barratt. 9 
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edited by Bob Constanduros mmm 


Buncombe’s wing: extra 
precautions taken 


British saloon car drivers are not 
supposed to emulate their bigger- 
league counterparts in American 
NASCAR racing when it comes to 
the ultimate interpretation of the 
rulebook, but nobody told the Tony 
Wadsworth Racing team. Their im- 
maculately prepared ‘“Chimp” 
Superloon caused frantic to-ing and 
fro-ing at Silverstone last Saturday 
because of the team’s novel applica- 
tion of the Special Saloon rear wing 
regulation. 

uncombe’s victory was aided by 
a roofline-level rear aerofoil mounted 
on stalks from the bootlid of the 
Chimp, with a vertical sheet of 
perspex attached to its leading edge 
and ‘also bolted to the bootlid. Any 
Special Saloon rear wing is supposed 
to be an integral extension of the 
rear bodywork. “‘Illegal!’’, came the 
cry; and Nick Whiting took the 
responsibility of handing in the 
official protest. 

But the Wadsworth men were 
ready. Anticipation is the key word 
when it comes to rule-bending, and 
they had already consulted the 
sport’s top ‘‘scrute”. Peter Jowitt 


Needell 
pronounced 
legal 


The engine strip of Tiff Needell’s 
FF2000 Holbay engine took place 
after the APG round at Silverstone 
on Saturday evening at the Jim 
Russell School’s premises, where 
Howard Mason, the RAC scrutineer, 
pronounced it 100 per cent legal. The 
engine had been sealed the previous 
Sunday at Brands Hatch following a 
protest by Bernard Vermilio, who 
was finding that his car couldn’t 
keep up with the flying McKinstry- 
supported Hawke. 


Unlucky Frank 


Frank Bradley, who is not FF2000 
racing’s luckiest driver, came badly 
unstuck during practice at Silver- 
stone on Saturday morning when, on 
cold tyres, he misjudged Copse and 
crashed heavily into the catch- 
fencing. Bradley now has mixed 
feelings about this kind of circuit 
protection: his Elden Mk18 was 
saved from serious damage, but 
Frank took some nasty facial cuts 
(he thinks from a fencing post 
getting under his visor), which 
needed six stitches in Northampton 
General hospital. 
® Malcolm Jackson’s win ten days 
ago in the Sytner of Nottingham 
championship was with his Mallock 
Supersports powered by Arden 
Conversions. 
@ Kent’s largest Renault dealer, E G 
Pritchard Ltd of Sittingbourne, who 
support Keith Collier’s Renault 5 
enge car are holding a motor 
rt evening on Friday, May 14. 
Twelve local motor clubs will 
complete im 2 quiz. wheel changing 
and OLDE CeGtesis tor 2 trophy and 


cash award. Pau fics <1] be show: 


(no less), on the subject. Quick as a 
flash, they produced Jowitt’s signa- 
ture at the foot of a document which 
said, among other things, that the 
car ‘‘does comply in all respects with 
the Special Saloon regulations, and 
in particular the wing, with its 
perspex front surface, meets the 
requirements in that it presents no 
forward-facing gaps in its surface.” 
Jowitt had also signed some photo- 
graphs of the car, thus dispelling any 
thoughts of trickery. End . of 
argument. 

The Silverstone officials had a 
good sense of fair play, however, and 
refunded Whiting’s fiver. There was 
talk of more protests after the race, 
but none was made. 

Although the evident efficacy of 
the Chimp’s wing resulted in the 
first defeat of the Castrol/DTV 
Firenza since Alec Poole managed it 
at Oulton last year, Bill Blydenstein 
is delighted that a new precedent 
was set last weekend, so we can 
posure expect renewed aero- 
oilery on Gerry Marshall’s car at 
future races. ... 


Geoff Friswell — dubious nose. 


Friswell’s U2 
nose not that 


successful 


Geoff Friswell again tried his self- 
styled U2 nose on his FF2000 Hawke 
at Silverstone on Saturday. He has 
tried it once before at Brands Hatch, 
where it did little to encourage faith 
in the addition, while on Saturday, 
Friswell collected a catchfence post 
at Copse and damaged the front of 
the car, so the nose could not be used 
in the race. However, one of his 
FF2000 rivals with experience of 
such an aerodynamic device reckons 
that the nose almost gives too much 
downward force, and that it isn’t 
that great an idea. 


‘@ Duport are once again sponsoring 


the Shelsley Walsh round of the 
RAC hillclimb championship at the 
hill on June 6, for which regulations 
are now available. There are classes 
for all the normal climbing cars plus 
500s, Bentleys and Jaguars. 


@ The co-promoted production car 
trial run by Monarch CC last 
weekend near Shelsley Beauchamp 
was won by Ian Spencer in a Mini 


with Peggy Wells (Skoda 


Mrs 


at Santa Pod. 


Dave Stone, the eventual winner, and Allan Herridge in their Funny Car duel 


Stone again; Hayward out 


Dave Stone scored his second funny 
car win in a row at Santa Pod at the 
weekend, having another solo run 
final when Owen Hayward broke the 
reverser on the Houndog funny, 
after having looked likely to win the 
four car eliminator. 

He had qualified quickest with a 
6.8s, and his big Ed Pink motor had 
-sounded absolutely right all week- 
end, popping and banging with a 
deep resonance that was awsome 
even for the funnies. His first round 
win came when he defeated Roland 
Pratt, who put up his usual good per- 
formance that just fell short of 
enough to beat the bigger car, 7.36s 
to Hayward’s 7.06s at 203mph. 
Stone, who had run a great 7,6s with 


the Chevy powered Stardust to - 


ualify, left first against Allan 

erridge in the fearsome ‘Gladiator’ 
Vega, and held on to the lead when 
Herridge had handling problems, 
shutting down to 9.58s to Stone’s 
7.71s. In the final, few gave Stone 
much chance, as his Chevrolet 
couldn’t even be heard against Hay- 
ward’s mortar-like exhaust noise. 
But after his second burn-out, Owen 
was stranded with a broken reverser, 
so Stone soloed to an 8.7s — his own 
high gear failing in the process! 

The Stone team were not so lucky 
in the hetic Pro Comp eliminator, in 
which there was only one good side- 
by-side run made. First Lawrence 
Burn broke a blower belt against 
John Wright’s injected Chevrolet 
rail, but still managed to win in his 
immaculate Donovan powered drag- 
ster. Martin Rowat had an easy win 


when Barrie Young’s Pontiac failed 
to stage, running straight through 
before the race had actually started! 
Rowat’s luck then ran out when he 
lost fire against Gerry Andrews in 
the Stone’s blown 454 dragster, 
Rowat’s 354 Chev cutting out a few 
yards out, and Andrews suffering a 
similar fate near the finish. 

Lawrence Burn then turned in his 
best ever run of 8.04s/178mph to 


‘beat Jim Read’s 392 dragster 8.16s/: 


176mph, the quickest and closest 
run yet in the class. But Burn’s 
chassis fractured at the finish, let- 
ting Read back in to run Andrews in 
the final — both of whom lost fire 
once, with Andrews apparently 
having water in the fuel, which stop- 
ped him running at all as Read hit a 
strong 8.1s to win. i 

With a crowd of surprising size, 
there was some good racing else- 
where. Dick Sharpe gave Dave Page 
a very good run in Senior Comp, his 
Pontiac A385 running a best ever 
10.1s to Page’s 9.6s, while in Middle 
Comp, newcomer Cliff Puddle got 
right into the final with his very nice 
390 Ford poe Ford Pop, just 
losing to Sue Coles’ fast 10.97s/: 
132mph to 11.75s/115mph, Puddle’s 
start making it far closer than the 
times suggest. 

After the 


disastrous robbery 


which followed the Easter meeting, 
Santa Pod Raceway needed another 
good meeting to follow it, and al- 
though it obviously didn’t compare 
with the fantastic success of that 
meet, it was an enjoyable and well 
run event. 


Howlings’ Sale 


“Stopping racing is like cutting: off 
my legs, but having made up my 
mind, I don’t want to be looking at 
racing cars.” 

That is the reasoning by Bob 
Howlings behind last Saturday’s 
auction of all racing cars and spares 


held by Cheshire Sports Cars, 
Congleton, of which Bob is a 
director. 


“I’m quite adamant that I won’t 
race again,” he said. Not even in 
Guyana? ‘Oh, well, that’s not 
racing, is it? It’s just fun — like club 
racing 10 years ago. I’ll be going 
there on holiday in November, and 
I'll take a Group One car.” 

@ Only two rounds of the Esso 
Uniflo Welsh speed championship 
have so far been run, but with 40 


Marshals’ fire 
introduction 


The British Motor Racing Marshals 
Club are to run give five fighting 
familiarisation sessions prior to the 
start of practice at certain BRDC 
organised race meetings at Silver- 
stone. In the few hours available, 
marshals from all the various grades 
will be taught the basic requirements 
for effective fire fighting and will 
extinguish -a test fire. The sessions 
are intended to lead onto the full day 
fire fighting courses that the 
BMRMCruns for its members. 

The British Racing Marshals Club 
are fortunate to have the assistance 
of various companies who allow 
them to use their materials in these 
marshal training exercises fc 
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Ingliston action 


event (belo w). 


day win 


Although he had very little opposi- 
tion to contend with, Malcolm 
Brown nevertheless deserved his 
first ever BTRDA Production Car 
Trials Championship silver spoon for 
winning the Cymru Trial, run by 
North Wales CC in the foothills of 
Snowdonia a week last Sunday. 

With his faithful Sprite on its best 
form, Brown had only Jim Loveday 
as a serious contender and he opened 
up an 18 mark margin at the end of 
four rounds of eight sections and his 
index was unapproachable by the 
rest of an entry of 31. Loveday broke 
his gearbox on the last section but it 
made no difference. 

Battle in Class 1 was determined 
from the outset with Brian Midgley 
and Barry Parker both showing 
Geoff Spencer the way at lunch by a 
seven mark margin. 

In the afternoon Spencer edged 
into second by one mark but Midgley 
was on a flyer and won:-by nine 
marks. 

For once the dominance of Mike 


Stephens was broken in Class II. He- 


found the wet grass a right handful 
and Harry Tregenza (Mexico) and 
Dennis Wells (Skoda) pulled. out a 


good lead in the morning, main- 


tained it-in the afternoon and 
Tregenza was another surprise class 
winner by four marks from Wells. 
Last but. not least, there was 
another surprise, this time in Class 
IV where Colin Valentine was beaten 
by Clive Manifold in the battle of the 
Imps. Both dropped 51 marks but 


Manifold cleaned 19 sections to 17. 


by Valentine. North Wales member 
Keith Jones was third. 


Overall: M. Brown (Sprite), 71 marks lost. 
Class winners: B. Midgley (Clubman GT), 68 


marks; H. Tregenza (Mexico), 77 marks; J. 
Loweday (Sprite), 89 marks; C. Manifold (imp), 51 
Tear: Duciley and District. 
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Jennifer Birrell and Noel Edmonds enter the Esses side-by 
on Sunday. The gentleman DJ had to give way to the lady who won. Graeme 


Walker’s ex-Poole Skoda contacts Eric Paterson’s Mini in the Special Saloon 


& 


Vince’s unlucky 
Capri debut 


Vince Woodman brought out his ex- 

Bo Emanuelsson 3.4-litre 24-valve 

Cologne Capri at Thruxton on 

Sunday. It is by no means complete, 

but Vince’s VWM equipe have been 

able to change certain items and 
aint it in Vince’s Team Esso 
niflo colours. 

Once out on the track, Vince found 
the axle ratio too high so his 1m 
25.88 was very encouraging (Gerry 
Marshall’s lap record is 22.0s). The 
steering was a bit heavy but Vince 
was confident. However, a_ fuel 
pressure problem arose when the car 
was in the assembly area and that 
virtually finished his chances. Sadly, 
Vince had as much luck with his 
RAC G1 Capri which needed a new 
fuel pump which also packed up. 


‘Smith /Kirk in 


temporary Mini 


The Alan Smith/Duncan Kirk duo 
who have successfully shared Minis 
for 5 years in Autocross and circuit 
racing are now campaigning another. 
The successful Tony Dickenson car 
of last year has been acquired 
without its Ford engine and the. 
pair’s trusty 1.0 Leyland unit sub- 
stituted, the combination being 
entered under the Raven Petroleum 
Racing banner, an East Anglian cut 
price petrol outlet with additional 
sponsorship, continuing from last 
year, from Adrian Flux Insurance. 
Alan reckons that even this fully 
rose-jointed race-developed car is 
outpaced in its class in Special 
Saloons and that they will be booking 
for an Imp to finish the season. 


ton 


Seymour’s unopposed BTD 


Before the best crowd the West 
_ Essex club has ever had at an auto- 
cross, Nick Seymour blasted his 
Volnik special to an unopposed BTD 
at the fourth round of the BTRDA 
Autocross Championship at How- 
fields Farm, Stapleford Tawney, 
Abridge, last Sunday. He returned 
1m 33.8s for three and a half laps of a 
1200 yds course but was all alone for 
none of the other specials returned a 
time. 

With nearly 100 entries, of which 
almost half were Mini variants, 
battle commenced with the 870cc 
class where Ian Thomson again had 
the edge ovér Brian Johnson, the 
margin being some three seconds. In 
the next two Mini classes the HF 

.Sprint Team duo of Frank Morris 
and Terry Smith both collected wins 
by the skin of their teeth in their 
Idem Mini-Fords. 

Morris failed to get a time on his 
first run but nipped round on his 
second run to pip Mick Lungley by 
six tenths of a second while Smith 
had to rely on a first run time which 
bettered Tony Gover by one tenth. 


In the latter class Barry Crump w 
very close also being less than 
second behind. 

In the two Escort-dominated fro 
engined rwd_ classes Graha 
Hathaway gave the David Rov 
Racing 1300 another good win finis 
ing almost four seconds clear of I: 
Turner’s Turnmex Racing machin 
In the bigger class Dim 
Mavropoulos returned with a bar 
with his Escort and inflicted a fir 
defeat on Nobby Cresswell’s FT 
Plant machine, the margin bein 
almost two seconds. The battle | 
the rally cars went to Geo 
Bartram’s Escort by a.second ov 
Mick Helm (Escort) and in tk 
standard car class the Derringte 
Racing Escort of Colin Richards ha 
a runaway Victory over Len Will 
Capri. 


BTD: N. seymour (Vota 1m 33.8s. 

Class winners: |. Thomson hulp 1m 48.0s; | 
Hathaway sea im 45.4s; T. Bishop (Sprite 
1m 53.7s; B. Prior (VW), 1m 48.8s; F. Morris (Mir 
Ford), 1m 46.3s; D. Mavropoulos (Escort), 1 
40.5s; T. Smith (Mini-Ford), 1m 42.7s; G. Bartra 
Escort), 1m 45.8s; M. Griffiths (Capri 3 litre), 1 
8.3s; C. Richards (Escort), 1m 58.8s. 


Record for Hewardine 


One new class record and one very 
bent V12 eee E-Type were dual 
highlights of the Shenstone club’s 
own sprint at Curborough when Bob 
Rose inevitably took BTD. The class 
record fell to Colin Hewardine in his 
4.7 Mustang who took three 
quarters of a second off the over 2 
litre saloon car class. Poor Will Cole 
fortunately only suffered dented 
pride when his much modified E- 
Type went straight into the earth 
banking at the hairpin, it being 
reported that the throttle stuck open 
as he came out of the chicane. The 
car was badly damaged at the front, 
but being strong, it’s thought to be 
repairable. — 

Without being unduly pushed Rose 
did 32.29s on his first run which was. 
enough for the McLaren owner to 
notch his umpteenth BTD. Malcolm 
Orme’s Brabham BT 30 returned a 
fairly creditable 33.62s for the class 


Marshall in new 
GLTL Europa 


GLTL colours are reappearing on the - 
race tracks this year. The ex-Jackie 


‘Oliver/Ted Bunce Lotus Europa has 


been restored by Ian Jones and 
George Wadsworth of Racing 
Fabrications, the only difference 
being it is now powered by a Holbay 
twin cam unit on _ carburettors, 
instead of the fuel injected Cosworth 
unit it ran as a GLTL car. Ian 
Marshall, who owns the car, ran it 
for the first time at Snetterton last 
Sunday with mixed fortunes, but 
hopes to run it as frequently as his 
Alfa Romeo Radio 1 commitments 
allow in.the BARC Modsport Cham- 
pionship. Ian stresses he is not pot 
hunting, but this Series is offering 
him, hopefully, the chance to run the 
car just for the fun of it. 


General practice at Mallory Park on 
June 5 has been cancelled due to the 


moving of the F5000 meeting. To | 


oseoup joc. i, 2. inthe seat 4 
practice day has been added on 
16. 


October 16 


Milner (Capri), 32.01s; R. 


and John Ravenscroft took th 
opportunity of trying to sort the ne 
Token F1 machine and was down i 


‘the 34s. Orme also appeared with hi 


road going Porsche 911S but wa 
pip by the Porsche 911 of F 
Dodkin for the class. 

Behind Hewardine’s class recor 
Colin Wild drove his three litre Capi 
with gusto and was less than twe 
tenths outside the old class best 
Dave Pattison and Davi 
Stephenson cathy a little scra 
with their modified Mini and Im 
machinery, Pattison finishing 
whisker ahead. 

BTD: R. Rose (McLaren NAD), 32.29s. 

Class winners: J. Haden (1275 GT), 42.41s; ¢ 
kin (Porsche 911 
40.66s; C. Hewardine (Mustang) 39.60 (record): 
Pattison (Mini), 41.02s; T. Wood (Mini) 36.775; F 
Hand (Anglia), 36.08s; H. Shepherd (Jaguar E 
Type), 39.62s; |. Knowles (Sprite), 38.07s; ¢ 
Wood (Elan), 35.79s; W. Cole UJaguar V12 
34.92s; |. Curtis (Mallock U2), 34.77s; J. Keef 
(Lotus 31), 40.89s; M. Orme (Brabham BT 30 
33.62s. Ladies: Miss L. Beech (MGB), 46.49s. 


Motostage’s 


holiday ‘cross 


Rallycross returns to the Midlands 
on Spring Bank Holiday Sunday. 
May 30, when Motostage Ltd run a 
day-long programme including twe 
rallycrosses, a hot rod v rallycross 
ohallenee and several other events. 

The action all takes place at Long 
Marston near Stratford on Avon, 
with practice for the main bunch of 
competitors taking place on 
Saturday. 

Sponsors for the rallycross events 
— for the third year in succession — 
are ‘Philips Electrical and they have 
put up a prize fund of £1300. The 
winner of each of the rallycross 
events will collect £75 and a cup and 
prize money goes down to tenth 
place with additional cash for class 
wins. 


year. 


ares ST wav +s tore 


Super Saloon problems 


Mick Hill’s new Superloon Beetle did 

arrive at Silverstone, but the car — 

which is another of the new crop of 

these promising machines to be out- 

standingly well prepared — never 

ran all day due to fuel pressure 
blems. 

Overheating was a big problem for 
the Superloons, and another car in 
trouble was Arthur Collier’s ex-John 
Turner Skoda. The car, prepared: by 
Martin Middleton, now has a vast 
@x-David Hepworth CanAm 
McLaren-Chevrolet 8.1-litre V8, and 
Middleton and his men have re- 
located the fuel tanks and the oil 
¢oolers from the back of the car to 
jower down beside the engine. Collier 
only did a couple of laps in practice 


before the engine began to overheat, 
there being insufficient airflow to the 
relocated oil coolers, but he was very 
enthusiastic about the potential of 
the Skoda, saying that the balance of 
the car had been transformed. . 

Colin Hawker’s DF VW, which has 
been lightened and given a number 
of suspension revisions, fared no 
better in the overheating stakes. 
Extra air scoops fitted after practice 
failed to alleviate the Ue esti and 
Hawker retired after only three laps. 

Nevertheless, these three cars — 
plus the other regulars like Alan 
Minshaw’s 4.8 Oldsmobile powered 
DAF 55, which had _ braking 
problems last weekend — could just 
contribute to a memorable Tricentrol 
series in 1976. 


Bremner top in Europe 


British representation did well in the 
second round of the European 
Formula Ford championship at 
Zandvoort over the weekend when 
three drivers made the trip. Perhaps 
not British, but at least British 
based was the winner, Canadian Rod 
Bremner in his Crossle-Rowland 
30F, while David Kennedy was 
Second just behind in his Minister- 
powered example. 

There were some 50 cars entered 
for this second round of the series, 
and from Britain organiser Jim 
Vermeulen had organised some 
Audio Sonic — sponsorship for 
Canadian Rod Bremner and Levis 
had helped Irishman David Kennedy 
make ibe trip. Other Britons were 
Don Sobering who had a brake union 
eC up in his heat, and Murray 

udgeon’s Royale-Minister RP21. 

Kennedy quite easily won his heat 
but Bremner was beaten to the line 
by Dutchman Michael Bleekemolen 
in a similarly Rowland-powered 
Crossle, which meant that Bremner 
started the final from row two, with 
Boy Hayje, the Dutch coming driver 
Tigaa row further back. .. _ 


In the final, it proved to be a three 


Gothic’s quiz 

Gothic MC of Norwich are the first 
recipients of the Spruce/Howlett 
Motor Clubs’ challenge trophy after 
beating Sporting CC of Norfolk (B) 
in the final at Norwich on April 27. 
Gothic’s team of AUTOSPORT'S East 
Anglian man Andy Leeder, Ray 
Buxton and John Staveley had first 
to survive a thrilling semi-final 
against BRSCC (East. Anglian 
Centre) (A) led by saloon driver Tim 
Stock. Gothic were behind for 
virtually the whole of the 25 minute 
session and snatched victory by just 
25 points on the last question; the 
result being 310 to 285 in their 
favour. 

The second semi-final was rather a 
walkover for SCCON (B): their team 
of Tony Mercantonio, Mike Lambert 
and Phil Brown running home clear 
winners from Kings Lynn and DMC 
by 360 to 70. After an entertaining 
forum consisting of Stuart Turner, 
Roger Willis, and Alan Blake the 
first half of the final saw Gothic pull 
convincingly away to win by 320 to 
155. SCCON had the better of the 
second session and two rallies 
br t them much closer to Gothic 
but ite narrowing the gap they 
lost out. The final result was Gothic 
610to SCCON’s 465. 
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od Bremner — winner. 


cornered dice between Bremner, 
Kennedy and Bleekemolen in the 20 
lap final. But after about ten laps, 
the winner of the first round; 
Bleekemolen, spun, and Bremner 
was left with a fractional advantage 
over Kennedy which he maintained 
to the end. - 


No skid 

Another member of the fair sex, 
Guenda Eadie, recently made her 
racing debut at Snetterton, but she 
is used to having the men chasing 
around in circles for her.. Guenda is 
the instructress at the Jim Russell 
skid pan at Snetterton and in the 
TEAC FF round held there last 
Sunday, she proved herself a very 
able competitor. Driving a car from 
neighbour Ralph Firman’s Van 
Diemen outfit, Guenda was under 
pressure throughout both her heat 
and the final. In the heat she fought 
back to finish a strong fifth while in 
the final she finished tenth, her last 
lap overtaking manoeuvre being 
thwarted by her rival | braking 
halfway round Sear! 


@ The Syncho 68 AC. have an- 
nounced that regs are now available 
for their restricted rally, the Ziebart 
Se ashe rally, formerly the 
Martin Group rally and the Cartune. 


' A round of both the ANECCC. and 
’ ANCC championships it is over 153 


miles and entries cost £6.75. Regs 
available from Dave Lobely at 2 
Franklin Close, Hartburn, Stockton- 
on-Tees, Cleveland, tel: Stockton 
0642 582073. 


‘Williamson had 


._ followed 


run-off. 


a See ete. ee : aa: so £ 
David Franklin lifts a wheel at Wiscombe. He finished fourth in the top ten 


Williamson the master 


at Wiscombe . . . 


The main event of the weekend at 
Wiscombe was held on the Sunday 
and such was the popularity of the 
meeting that many leading hillclimb 
championship contenders decided to 
go to Devon rather than attend the 
Guyson BARC round being held in 
Yorkshire on the same day. 

The. eee Ore were treated to 
slightly less sunny weather on the 
Sunday. than the previous day but 


_were entertained by a fine Top Ten 


run-off which was included by the 
organisers at the last minute. 

On the Saturday Sir Nicholas 
slipped up the 
escape road at Martini but on 
Sunday there were no such mistakes 
and he was fastest of the top ten 
qualifiers in a time of 39.04s. He was 
closely by the much 
improved March of Chris Cramer on 
39.25s which seems to have shaken 
off its teething troubles. The 
Pilbeam of Alister Douglas-Osborn 


_was third fastest at 39.38s and was 


followed by the F2 March-BMW of 
David Franklin who slid slightly at 
the Gate to record  39.78s. 
Suspension trouble and what 
sounded like a missed gearchange 
did not stop Martyn Griffiths from 
coming fifth on 40.29s and Tony 
Brown recorded 40.55s in the well- 


sorted Brabham which won the RAC 
Championship in Mike MacDowel’s 
hands. Rob Turnbull kept up current 
form to attain a time of 40.65s while 
Dr: Roger Willoughby climbed in 
41.15s although he scratched. 
Another to retire was Dave Harris 
who got tenth spot with 41.54s but 
retirement allowed Terry Smith in 
with 41.91s. David Way crept in by 
default with 42.20s.in his Ensign 
after the similar car of Ted Williams 
was eighth on 41.20s. 

Fastest man in the top ten run-off 
was again Sir Nick who took the 
March to 38.79s which knocked 
Chris Cramer’s March back to 
second on 39.07s while ADO wasn’t 
far away on 39.88s. Just 0.05s down 
was David Franklin looking a little 
twitchy while Tony Brown’s hopes 


_died with his engine. 


BTD: Sir Nicholas Williamson (3.0 March-DFV 
ee 38.79s. : 

Class winners: Mike Cannon (1.0 Mini), 48.45s; 
John Milford ithe Cooper S), 44.92s; Mike Welch 
Mini), 46s; M. Trayhurn (Capri), 48.97s; David 

reenway (Sprite), 49.19s; Terry Osborne (MGB), 
48.94s; Paul Channon (Cobra), 46.28s; Stephen 
Madge (Mallock U2 Mk14), 42.75s; Chris Bigwood 
(Vixen VB5), 44.42s; Rob Turnbull (Brabham BT 
35), 40.65s; Chris Cramer (3.4 March), 39.25s.. 

Top Ten: 1, Williamson, 38.79s; 2, Cramer, 39.07s; 
3, Alister Douglas-Osborn (3.0 Pilbeam-DFV R15), 
39.88s; 4, David Franklin (2.0 March-BMW 742), 
39.94s:-5, Tony Brown (5.0 Brabham-Repco 
BT36X), 40.10s. 


but Cramer's 0.7s away 


Scorching sunshine played havoc 
with many drivers’ vision on the fast 
swerves of the 1000 yard Devon hill 
of Wiscombe at the weekend, but 
allowed Chris Cramer to show that 
his Grunhalle Lager March is a tre- 
mendous threat by recording a 
sizzling time of 39.49s to snatch the 
BTD Berger Paints Trophy away 
from Sir Nicholas Williamson who 
only managed 40.17s on his single 


ra P 

The Five Clubs Esso Uniflo hill- 
climb was blessed with superb 
weather and managed to attract 
many of the fastest cars in the 
country among the capacity 130 car 
entry on the first day of the weekend 
meeting. Sensation of the day was 


HI gt 
Peter Warrington, the special saloon 
Imp driver from Croxley Green near 
Watford has suffered a. severe set- 
back to his plans. Having spent last 
year building up a new car to be 
sponsored by Thompson’s hews- 
papers, he was dismayed recently to 
walk into his workshop and find that 
some expert thief had taken all but 


the way in which past Cobra pilot 
Tony Brown managed 39.96s in his 
new Brabham-Repco BT36X 
sporting a 5 litre engine to win the 
large racing car class in front of such 
stern opposition as Dr . Roger 
Willoughby and his Techcraft 
(41.08s) and Dave Harris’ McLaren 
M10 (41.98s). 


BTD: Chris Cramer (3.4 March), 39.49s. 

Class winners: N: Slade (1.0 Mini), 54.85s; Dave 
Calbert (1.3 Cooper S), 50.68s; Chris Milner 
(Capri Il), 52.28s; Mike Cannon (1.0 Cooper S), 
48.43s; John Milford (1.3 Cooper S), 44.92s; Mike 
Welch (1.3 Mini), 47.04s; Nick Lambert (Lotus 7 
$2), 49.585; Max Kennedy (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 
51.25s; Stephen Madge (Mallock U2 Mk 14 
42.64s: Terry Osborne (MGB), 50.04s; R 
Turnbull (Brabham BT 35X), 40.88s; Tony Brown 
(5.0 Brabham-Repco BT36X), 39.96s. 


Imp theft 


the car’s shell. Over £600 worth of 
springs, roll bars, suspension parts 
etc had gone, and year’s work ruined. 
He has two weeks from his sponsor 
to sort himself out, otherwise he'll 
have to sell out. He’d be interested 
to hear from anyone who may be 
offered Imp parts, and may be rung 
at Rickmansworth 71615. 
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. Weodbri (RS. 
* Steindler/D. Killick (RS2000), 40m 41s. 


Kennedy, Crossle and ‘bus — In 
Europe. 


Kennedy in 
Europe 


We fear we may have seen the last of 
David Kennedy. Sources from 
Holland indicate that the Irishman’s 
faithful 1952 bus has blown a head 
gasket in Holland, and once it is 
repaired, then Kennedy is heading 
on into Germany for the next round 
of the: European FF championship. 
Whether the bus will ever make it 
back remains a point of doubt, and 
Kennedy may well find that he’s 
cleaning the windows of low level 
schloss to enable the Crossle and he 
to return home. 


Ward /Coe go 
off to first 


Garry Ward and John Coe, who had 
never finished in the first five in a 
restricted event before, toppled 
established .crews to win last 
Saturday night’s Spring Rally run 
by Mid Thames CC over a 180 mile 
route in Northants and Bucks. 
Seeded No. 39 the youngsters scored 
a well merited 28s win in their Escort 
1600 after being fastest on the three 
selectives in the second half. 

They led the rally by a minute at 
the interval from Roland Shepherd 
and Mike Wise in their RS2000 and 
although Shepherd and Wise piled 
on the pressure to take two minutes 
back from them in the second half, 
the South Bucks crew were 1m 28s 
quicker on the tests. 

Shepherd and Wise were runners- 
up by a mere six seconds from Ian 
Petty and John Jones in their 
Mexico, the latter also being quicker 
on the selectives than the runner-up. 

Another good performance on a 
dry night in which 90 crews turned 
out, was the fourth place of top semi- 
experts Dennis Gregory and Mike 
Bartram in an Escort 1700. They 
won their class by more than seven 
minutes and finished close on three 
minutes up on fifth placed Alec 
Cooke and Bob Shutler in their 
standard production Firenza which 
gained them a special award for the 
category. 

There was a close finish in the 
novices class with Ted Steindler and 
Dave Killick collecting the class in 
their RS2000 by only 15s. 


1, G. Ward/J. Coe (Escort 1600), 13m.42s; 2, R.- 
Sheph 


erd/M. Wise (RS2000), 
Petty/J. Jones (Mexico), 14m 16s; 4, D. 
Gregory/M. Bartram (Escort 1700), 16m 02s; 5, A. 
Cooke/B. Shutler (Firenza), 18m 50s; 6, N. Price/A. 
2000), 19m OOs. Novices: T. 


14m 10s; 3, | 
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Haynes’ RAC 
Sprint Series 


The RAC National Sprint champion- . 
ship has sponsorship rather late in 
the season from the Haynes Publish- : 
ing Group, who are the largest 
publishers of car and motor car 
workshop manuals as well as general 
motoring books and marque 
histories under their Foulis imprint. 

Four rounds of the series have. 
already been held and of the remain- 
ing eight rounds, the first is at 
Bassingbourne on May 31. Haynes’ 
involvement helps towards the end- 
of-year prize fund which will 
comprise awards of £100, £75 and 
£50 tothe first three overall. 


Fruits of 
Autocross 


Oranges, courtesy of Dimi 
Mavropoulos, were well to the fore in 
the West Essex autocross paddock, 
Dimi having bases along a crate 
fresh from the docks. But he did not 
have a lot of time to enjoy them as he 
spent most of the morning welding 
the back suspension of his FVC- 
powered Escort. The new engine is 
giving that much power that the 
back end could not cope. 

Terry Westley turned up late but 
after signing on and being scrutin- 
eered he was not allowed to practice 
as he presented the car after official 
practice. 

Rob Gibson was miles ahead of 
everyone in the sports car class with 
the TC engine in his Sprite but had a 
fraught day. He spun off on his first 
run and again went astray on his 
second. 

The HF Sprint team ran_ into 
trouble with their Mini Fords. Frank 
Morris broke a drive shaft when he 
landed badly on the jump on his first 
run and Terry Smith ran out of gears | 
on his second run. 


Wood’s Royale 


Tom, Wood, the 17-year-old FF 
driver in his first year of motor 
racing is to change cars. Up to now, 
he’s been using a Hawke DL11, but 
now he’s bought an Royale RP21 
with all the latest tweaks such as 
narrow track etc., and it’ll be the 
only RP21 to feature the use of 
Girlmg brakes. The car will be 
sponsored by the Ken Myers 
Partnership who have supported the 
promising Wood since he started 
racing. 

@ After a_ successful debut at 
Zandvoort in the European FF 
round, Rod Bremner has secured his 
Audio Sonic sponsorship for his 
Crossle for the next two rounds in 
Germany and Austria. 

@ Jack Hemming, the 30-year-old 
FF2000 driver, was voted the Silver- 
stone Dish of the Day by their lady 
marshals at the weekend. 

@ Apologies to Peter Clark, who, at 
Mallory Park on April 20 was in a 
Centaur and not a Mallock as our 
results stated. 

@ Hawke Racing Cars Ltd have 
to Southend Airport, Southend, 
Essex, telephone 0702 40761/48601. 
@ Croft have announced that Dixon 
Cade has become managing director 


D. k of the Croft Autodrome Ltd and that 


new director is Dr L Jamieson, a well 
known timekeeper and member of | 
the RAC Motor Sports Council. 


Yumping class winner Dick Keen leads David Baines’ challenging Escort. 


Stott’s dusty BTID | 


A third run time of 92.74s gave Dave 
Stott BTD at an extremely dusty 
autocross put on by Longton and 
District MC at Park Hall near 
Chorley last Sunday. Stott was 
driving his 1340 Mini and this 
marque provided more than half the 
entry of 61 competitors. 

Main opposition to Stott was the 
1450 Mini of Trevor Buckle who 
finished with a best run of. 94.38s 
and took the class- by more than 
three seconds from Alan Eckersley. 
In the biggest class — 16 one litre 
Minis — Derek Chadwick scored 
another class win in.96.68s beating 
Pete Futers by half a second. 

The up to 850 Mini struggle be- 
tween Derek Sparkes and John 
Boardman ended with Sparkes get- 


Close one 


Tunbridge Wells MC member Vic 
Freemantle just won last Sunday’s 
Duchess autotest run by Sevenoaks 
and District MC at Lambs Farm, 
Keston, Kent, but he was nearly 
overhauled by the _ organising 
secretary Steve Edmonds. 
Freemantle, in his Morris 1100, 
totalled 1018.1s for the two rounds 


| of 12 tests while Edmonds, after 


trailing him by 14s at the interval, 
closed to within 2.2s at the finish and 


ting the whip hand by more than a 
second and Andrew Grimshaw was a 
lonely winner with his Midget in a 
grimly supported sports car class. 

Dick Keen remained unbeaten 
with his Escort in the up to 1300ce 
class and he had the biggest margin 
of the day finishing close on five 
seconds ahead of David Barnes also 
in an Escort. Ian Smith beat John 
Clarkson in the other Escort battle, 
the margin being just over two 
seconds. 


BTD: D. Stott (1340 Mini), 92.74s. 

Class winners: D. Sparkes (Mini), 98.23s; R. 
Keen (Escort), 96.16s; A. Grimshaw (Midget), 
100.87s; M. Duffy (Flying Wellie), 98.83s; D. 
Chadwick (Mini), 96.68s; |. Smith (Escort), 96.275; 
T. Buckle (Mini), 94.38s; Q. Hinchliffe (Escort), 
99.19s. Ladies: Mrs D. Clarkson (Escort), 104.43s. 
Novice: J. Cardie (Mini), 100.81s. 


easily won the under 1 litre class for 
Minis in his Cooper 998. 

The Fairthorpe of Mark Kemp had 
an easy win in the combined over 1 
litre Mini and sports car class with 
Nigel Pratten (Midget) second. 
Pratten had been only 18s behind at 
the interval but fell to 46s in arrears 

‘at the close. 

In the third class the Toyota 
Celica of Roy Baldock got the 
measure of Jim McDougall’s 

- Magnum by 2038 after being only five 
seconds ahead at half time. 


BTD: V. Freemantle (Mini 1100), 1018.1s. 

Class winners: M. Kemp (Fairthorpe), 1060.5s; 
S. Edmonds (Cooper), 1020.3s; R. Baldock 
(Celica), 1106.5s, P. Hubble (VW), 1080.6s. 


Blackbushe: Skilton’s second 


Clive Skilton took his second win in a 
row at the BARC run Blackbushe 
drag meeting on May 1, beating 
Dennis Priddle in the final run witha 
run of 7.62s to 8.4s, Priddle running 
his Donovan-powered Avenger 
Funny Car against Skilton, who was 
again in Trevor Young’s Revolution 
3 dragster. 

The four car entry in the class was 
the highlight of the meeting, with 
Skilton alone in the dragster against 
the funnies of Pratt, Barnet and 


Priddle, and on Blackbushe’s notori-- 


ously slippery surface it was Skilton 
who was quickest qualifier with a 
7.46s to Priddle’s 7.84s, and the mid- 
8s of the other two. In the first run 
Roland Pratt red-lit away a possible 
win but had to shut off anyway when 
the car filled with smoke from the 
tyres, leaving Skilton a 9.9s win at 
189mph. Peter Barnet made a 
terrific start against Dennis Priddle, 
looked to have got a winning lead in 
fact, but then he lost traction in the 
mid-range and had to slow down — 
letting Dennis past with a 7.92s at 
204mph to 8.92s at 175mph. 

The final run-off was one of the 
hairiest runs seen in a long time, for 


the track was barely wide enough for” 
the two thundering cars as they 

kicked up clouds of tyre smoke, dust 

and even grass from the edges. 

When all this had drifted clear it 
was Skilton who had taken it, 
although Priddle had turned a higher 
speed trying to catch up. 

The other featured eliminator was 
Pro Comp, a three car affair that 
went to Pat Cuss’s neat little 
injected 354 dragster, now without 
its Fiat bodywork. He beat Jim 
Rowat’s rear-engined 354 Chevy car 
on the first run when fuel surge cut. 
Rowat’s motor on the burn-out. 
Geoff Hauser, driving Jim Read’s 
blown 392 dragster, beat Rowat 8.5s 
to 9.8s in the second run, but red-lit 

vagainst Cuss in the final, losing with 
an 8.67s to 9.64s. 

All other classes except Pro Stock, 
which went to John Ledster with a 
couple of solo runs, were run in time 
brackets that met with a mixed re 
ception from racers and public, who 
put up with some delays and equip- 
ment failures from the pa and timing 
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OULTON PARK 


Nine races, 
Radio 1 feature 


The BARC’s North Western Centre 
runs a packed programme of nine 
races at Oulton Park this Saturday, 
starting at 1.45 pm. It is of the 
highest quality, with DJM Records 
Formula Fords fighting it out over 
two heats before the final, a non- 
championship FF2000 race for 
Polydor money, Radio 1 production 
saloons, Mini 1275 GT and Oceanair 
Chibmans cars. ‘ 

No doubt the most fraught of all 
the races will be DJM Records FF 
events, for the field is excellent. 
Derek Warwick, Derek Daly and Jim 
Walsh (isn’t that enough already?), 
then there’s Rick Morris, Frank 
Bayes, Mike Blanchet, Geoff 
Smailes, all in one heat; while in the 
other, Rod Bremner, John Bright, 
Bernard Devaney and David 
Buttigieg will all be fighting it out 
before the whole lot come together 
for the final. 


The Radio 1 event may be just as ~ 


exciting. For overall honours, there 
are nice little twosomes of cars all 
down the line. There are the Capris 
of Phil Dowsett and Ivan Dutton, 
and the BMW 3.0 Sis of Derek Brunt 
and Simon Watson, but ourmoney is 
on the Opel Commodores of Tony 
Lanfranchi and Brian Pepper. In the 
next class down, Nick Whiting has 
Gerry Marshall and Jeff Allam to 
contend with in Magnums, while 
Patrick Cobb has his Toyota. We ti 
John Brindley to take the Mazda 
class although the similar cars of 
Peter Slade and Eric Cook may well 
be on hand.° 

The FF2000 field is really quite 
healthy considering that this is a 


Date Venue 
May 13/16 Yugoslavia 
May 14/15, Indianapolis, USA 
May 16 Zolder, Belgium | 
May 16 Brno, Czechoslovakia 
May 16 Hockenheim, Germany 
May 16 Nurburgring, Germany 
| May16 Dover Downs, USA 


no i race, with the 
usual Hawke versus Dulon battle: 
Stuart Baird, Geoff Friswell and 
Jock Robertson turn out in the 
former, while Ian Taylor and Frank 
Sytner have Dulons. And Bernard 
Vermilio will be right there, too. 

The Esso Uniflo special saloon 
round has a number of interesting 
cars, including Tony Rosen’s 5-litre 
Capri and Nick Whiting’s Escort 
challenging Tony Dickinson, but the 
real battle may well be in the 1000cc 
class where Derek Walker is up 
against all kinds of quick machinery 
in his Fiat 850, such as Rob Mason’s 
Imp, Richard Long’s new BDA- 


| engined Imp and Peter Cartlidge’s 


A40. 

The Formula Vee championshi 
race has a healthy looking entry wit 
Ray Simpson, Alex Lowe and 
Gordon Rae prominent, while the 
Leyland 1275 GTs mix in with the 
tiniest Radio 1 cars. The former are 
driven by Alan Curnow, Terry 
Harmer, Paul Taft, Jim Burrows and 


Peter Jopp, while in the latter are 
championshi leader Danny 
Alderton’s onda Civic, Wendy 


Markey’s Lada, Rod Posner’s Simca 
Rallye 1 and Pete Smith’s Civic. But 
our money’s on Alderton again. 

Final race of the day is the 


’ Oceanair Clubmans round, in which 


Alex Ferrada will try to keep at bay 
the Farthing brothers and Nick Scott. . 


SILVERSTONE 


The Eight Clubs have their friendly 
little club meeting at Silverstone on 
Saturday, where champions races 
include one for the hosts of 750 
Formula cars and F1300 machinery. - 


SNETTERTON 


Having taken up all the entries on 
Saturday at Oulton, the head- 
quan of the BARC are organizing 

unday’s nine-race programme at 
the Norfolk circuit. Principal 
championship rounds are those for 


nternational events : 


Event 


YU Rally — European Rally eM t for Drivers 


Indianapolis Qualifyin 


4 , Wo USA ‘ , noth: 
Belgian Grand Prix — World Championship for Drivers and 


Manufacturers, round 5 


Brno Grand Prix — European Championship for Touring 


Cars, round 4 


F Libre, Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars, 


F Super Vee, FF 


Touring Cars, Grand Touring Cars, Sports Cars . 


NASCAR Grand National 


Simoniz special saloons, the Forward 
Trust 1000 championship and a 
Britax production saloon car field. 

Kicking off the baie gat at 2 
pm is a Leyland 850 National 
challenge round, where millions of 
the smart ’bins will be up against one 
another. Favourites must be champ- 
ion Graham Wenhan, Chris Tyrrell 
and Graham Woskett. The pro- 
gramme also takes a_ historical 
aspect with a Formula Junior race; 
there are Coopers, Elvas, Lotuses 
and a Gemini entered, and among 
the names are Arthur Curnow and 
Alan Baillie. There are two Mod- 
sports races for BARC champion- 
ship points, and leading the lot 
should be John Cooper’s Porsche if it 
is repaired from its Silverstone’s 
rigours, while challenging him may 
be Jonathan Palmer’s Marcos or 
Robin Gray’s Morgan, while Dave 
Bettinson will have a host of Elans 
to contend with in his Lotus 7. Nick 
Whiting looks a likely winner of the 
Simoniz special saloon car round, 
together with Colin Hawker’s 
DFVW. 

The non-championship FF race has 
a very good entry, although 
Matthew Argenti looks an easy 
winner. Of the Britax production 
saloon car competitors, it’s really u 
to who survives the previous day’s 
Oulton, but likely winners are Tony 
Lanfranchi (Opel), Nick Whiting 


(Magnum), John Brindley (Mazda) 


and Rodney Posner (Simca Rallye). 
The Delta of John Brown looks a 
likely winner of the F4 championshi 

round, despite the presence of Bill 
Cowling’s GRD and Roy Lewing- 
ton’s Brabham, while there’s also a 
Forward Trust 1000 special saloon 
race. Cone the pre emue are 
the smaller Modsports classes, with 
hosts of Midgets and a couple of 
Davrians. Ian Hall or Gordon Howie 
look outright winners, although the 
smaller Davrians of Pat Longhurst 
and Simon Packford could be in 
there too. 


BRANDS HATCH 


a TT 
It’s all very historical down at 


Brands Hatch on Sunday, with a 
collection of cars rarely seen at the 
Kent circuit. The occasion is the 
Aston. Martin Owners Club’s 
Houbigant race meeting, every race 
named after one of Houbigant's per- 
fume products. There are eight 
races, with the accent on Aston 
Martins, although there are plenty of 
other interesting machines. There 
‘is a round of the Rochas/Classic Car 


‘championship, and the Oldham & 


Crowther Thoroughbred series also 
has a non-points scoring race. Most 
modern car of the day should be a 
Ferrari Boxer, while others include 
Jack le Fort’s Lola T70, Tony 
Walker’s Birdcage Maserati, Gerry 
Marshall’s Sunbeam Tiger and 
Martin Morris’s Alfa Romeo T33. 
Mike Salmon is making a return in a 
Ford GT40, and many other cars are 
of distinction. 
It all starts at 2 pm. 


KNOCKHILL 


By courtesy of the official receiver 


(and hopefully the weather this 
time), Knockhill starts again this 
Sunday with a six-race meeting 
featuring Special Saloons, Formula 
Ford, Production Saloons, Mod-. 
sports and Libre. The Special Saloon 
field looks especially interesting, 
with Graeme Walker’s ex-Poole 
Skoda challenging the likes of Colin 
Simpson’s Escort and Walter 
Robertson’s similar car. Kenny Allen 
and John Kirk are out in the Mod- 
sports and Libre. The Special Saloon 
field looks especially interesting, 
Saloon race. - 

The Lothian CC organize this 
opening meeting, starting at 1.30 


pm. 
@ The Lancashire Automobile Club 


“are organizing a series of races at 


Longridge on Sunday, but have 
unfortunately not contacted us 
regarding entries. 


Date Venue Event Status Club Start Details 
May 15 Oulton Park, nr Tarporley, Race Meeting| R BARC (NW) 13.20 BBC Radio 1 Raceday — FF1600, F Super Vee, Clubmans Sports, 
Cheshire Special Saloons, BBC Radio 1 Production Saloons, 
Mini 1275 GT, Modsports s 
May 15 Sivan iene nr Towcester, Race Meeting 8 Clubs =, Formula 750 Championship, Formula 1300 Championship 
orthants 
May 15 Hanson's Garage, Mackworth Rally R Vagabond MC —_ EMAMC Rally Championship round 
(MR128/312378) : 
May 15 — Rally _ Morecambe CC — Kuntsford & DMC Rally Championship, round 4, 
; Pye Motors Stages Rally 
May 15 Avon Tyres, Merksham Rally (@ RAFMSA & Swindon C 23.00 Maple Leaf Rally 
May 15 Holden &HartleyLtd, - Rally Cc Bolton-le-Moors CC — Clubmans Rally 
Burnley (MR103/8201323) 10. 
May 16 B. E. Cocks Ltd, Cambridge Rally R Cambridge CC. 08.30 Motique Stages Rally — AEMC Rally Championship round 
May 16 Carnegie Arts Centre, Rally R Workington & DMC Allerdale Derwent Stages Rally — CMSG & ANECC stage, 
Workington 14.00 Rally Championship rounds 
May 16 Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Race Meeting| R Aston Martin OC Houbigant Race Meeting — Historic Cars, 
Kent _ Rochas Classic Car Championship round 
May 16 Snetterton, nr Thetford, Race Meeting| R BARC BARC Championship Race Meeting — FF 1600, F4, F Libre, 
Norfolk 14.00 Special Saloons, Production Saloons, Mini 7, Modsports 
May 16 Knockhill, nr Dunfermline, Race Meeting; R Lothian CC Production Saloons, Specia! Saloons, FF 1600, F Libre, 
Fife, Scotland 14.00 Modsports, Sports & GTs, Clubmans 
May 16 Curborough, nr Lichfield, Staffs Sprint R Nottingham SCC _ Saloons, Productions Sports, Singleseaters 
May 16 Elvington, nr York Sprint _ MGCC (NE) _ _ 
May 16 Wroughton, nr Swindon, Wilts Sprint R Cheltenham MC 12.00 ~ 
May 16 Stockton Farm, Harewood, Hillclimb (c BARC (YC) Practice Day 
nr Leeds, Yorks _ 14.00 i 
May 16 Baitings Dam, nr Ripponden, Hillclimb R Lancs & Cheshire CC Touring Cars, Special Saloons, Production Saloons, 
_(MR102/012191) , 14.30 Singleseaters 
May 16 Ray ease Aberdeenshire, Hillclimb Cc Aberdeen & DMC eat North East MC Championship & A&DMC Championship rounds 
cotlan 4 14. 
May 16 Holehouse Farm, Eaglesham, Autocross R Lanarkshire CC Solripe Lemonade Autocross — Esso Uniflo 
nr Glasgow, Scotland 14.00 Scottish Autocross Championship, round 1 t 
May 16 Siete 8 San Stone, Autocross R Borough 19MC , ASEMC Championship round 
artford, Ken = 
May 16 =i Autocross R Bristol MC &LCC -. BTRDA Clubmans & RAC Autocross Championship rounds 
May 16 Felixstowe Autotest R Eastern Counties MC 1976 Quinn International Autotests — BTRDA & RAC 
: ; _ Autotest Championship rounds : 
May 16 ait wood ery eS Autotest cP West Lancs MC Knutsford & DMC Autotest Championship round 
May16 Harp Farm, Boxley, Kent Prod Car Trial} R Sevenoaks & DMC = Muckspread Trial ; 
May 16 = Prod CarTrial| R Bewdley AC AMMC & BTRDAchampionship rounds 


Heres 
real engine protectio 


...1n action 


The Second Great 
Shell Marathon — 


In the second Shell Marathon a single 
batch of Shell Super Multigrade was 
used in the engines of three Rally- 
winning Ford Escorts, transferred to 
three standard Escorts, then into 
London taxis and back to the standard 
Escorts to demonstrate yet again how 
Shell Super Multigrade gives real 
engine protection. 


One of the Ford Rally team’s Escorts 2 Same oil is transferred from the Rally 3 Shell Super: Multigrade is transferred to 
on its way to victory with Shell Super Escorts to three standard Escorts for London taxis for a further 1,500 miles. 
Multigrade. another 1,000 miles. 


Today’s highly stressed engines need forces. It also fights sludge formation, 

high-performance oil. High temperatures, inhibits rust and oxidation. It’s one of the 

pressures, speeds and minute tolerances world’s most advanced Multigrade oils, 

all work om your oil and tend to reduce and one of the most reliable. The Second 

its effectiveness. Shell Super Multigrade Great Shell Oil Marathon helped to 
has a special additive to resist these demonstrate it. 

= oe boa / BG 


| aa Get real engine protection - 
ATwcitmadminc eden with Shell Super Multigrade 


